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Father, may we clearly know Your will and achieve the height and depth of  spiritual wisdom and 
understanding. May our lives be a credit to You, Lord; and what’s more, may we continue to delight 
You by doing every good work and growing in the true knowledge that comes from being close to 
You. Strengthen us with Your infinite power, according to Your glorious might, so that we will have 
everything we need to hold on and endure hardship patiently and joyfully. Thank You, Father, as You 
have made us eligible to receive our portion of  the inheritance given to all those set apart by the 
light. You have rescued us from dark powers and brought us safely into the kingdom of  Your Son, 
whom You love and in whom we are redeemed and forgiven of  our sins through His blood. 
[Colossians 1:9-14 The Voice] 
The Bible is unlike any other book because the very words were breathed (inspired) by God and they 
still contain God’s breath (His life) and they are our spiritual food: God has breathed life into all of  
Scripture. It is useful for teaching us what is true. It is useful for correcting our mistakes. It is useful for making our 
lives whole again. It is useful for training us to do what is right. By using Scripture, the servant of  God can be 
completely prepared to do every good thing.2Tim.3:16 Life is spiritual. Your physical existence doesn't contribute to that 
life. The words that I have spoken to you are spiritual. They are life.Jn.6:63 Jesus answered, ‘It is written: Man doesn't 
live only on bread. He also lives on every word that comes from the mouth of  God.’Matt.4:4 But remember the 
difference between exegesis and eisogesis. Exegesis is the process of  getting "out" ('ex') of  the text 
what is truly there in the first place. The opposite to exegesis is eisegesis which is the process of  
putting "into" (‘eis’) the text something that wasn't intended by the author and is almost a "blank 
cheque" for you to make the Bible say whatever you want!  
To do exegesis, the correct principles of  Bible interpretation (hermeneutics) need to be understood. 
The first principle is context: Always read the entire passage/chapter/book before preaching from 
a single verse. The second principle is consistency: Never interpret a text so that your 
interpretation contradicts the overall message of  Scripture.  
Base your answers on clear New Testament teaching (it’s alright to use OT references to illustrate 
NT doctrine, but don’t base your doctrine only on OT verses). Don’t be afraid of  using other 
reference studies besides the Bible—even Paul did that: When you come, bring the cloak that I left with 
Carpus at Troas, and my scrolls, especially the parchments.2Tim.4:13 But be careful that you don’t get side-tracked 
from the main purpose of  the Bible—which is to explain God’s plan of  salvation to mankind 
through Jesus Christ, His Son and our Saviour! 

———— 
God is Spirit and He reveals Himself  to spirit and He can reveal Himself  to our spirit through the Word. For 
instance, we hear someone read the Word of  God. The thing that is read is weighed and measured by our intellect but 
in some way which is inexplicable to reason, it affects our spirit. It answers a need. By listening to the Word God 
changes our spirit. E.W.Kenyon 
  

Contents 
27/12/2023 .................................................................................................................................................... 3 

20/12/2023 .................................................................................................................................................... 4 

13/12/2023 .................................................................................................................................................... 8 

06/12/2023 .................................................................................................................................................... 9 

29/11/2023 .................................................................................................................................................. 14 

22/11/2023 .................................................................................................................................................. 19 

15/11/2023 .................................................................................................................................................. 22 

08/11/2023 .................................................................................................................................................. 28 

01/11/2023 .................................................................................................................................................. 34 

25/10/2023 .................................................................................................................................................. 40 

Style Definition: Heading 1: Don't keep with next,

Don't keep lines together



Deal Pentecostal Church Bible Studies 2023 

2 

18/10/2023 .................................................................................................................................................. 45 

11/10/2023 .................................................................................................................................................. 49 

04/10/2023 .................................................................................................................................................. 52 

27/09/2023 .................................................................................................................................................. 57 

20/09/2023 .................................................................................................................................................. 58 

13/09/2023 .................................................................................................................................................. 62 

06/09/2023 .................................................................................................................................................. 66 

30/08/2023 .................................................................................................................................................. 70 

23/08/2023 .................................................................................................................................................. 75 

16/08/2023 .................................................................................................................................................. 79 

09/08/2023 .................................................................................................................................................. 83 

02/08/2023 .................................................................................................................................................. 88 

26/07/2023 .................................................................................................................................................. 91 

19/07/2023 .................................................................................................................................................. 94 

12/07/2023 .................................................................................................................................................. 97 

05/07/2023 .................................................................................................................................................. 99 

28/06/2023 ................................................................................................................................................ 103 

21/06/2023 ................................................................................................................................................ 106 

14/06/2023 ................................................................................................................................................ 108 

07/06/2023 ................................................................................................................................................ 112 

31/05/2023 ................................................................................................................................................ 116 

24/05/2023 ................................................................................................................................................ 121 

17/05/2023 ................................................................................................................................................ 124 

10/05/2023 ................................................................................................................................................ 128 

03/05/2023 ................................................................................................................................................ 135 

26/04/2023 ................................................................................................................................................ 140 

18/04/2023 ................................................................................................................................................ 142 

12/04/2023 ................................................................................................................................................ 147 

05/04/2023 ................................................................................................................................................ 153 

29/03/2023 ................................................................................................................................................ 156 

22/03/2023 ................................................................................................................................................ 160 

15/03/2023 ................................................................................................................................................ 165 

08/03/2023 ................................................................................................................................................ 171 

01/03/2023 ................................................................................................................................................ 176 

22/02/2023 ................................................................................................................................................ 180 

15/02/2023 ................................................................................................................................................ 183 

08/02/2023 ................................................................................................................................................ 188 

01/02/2023 ................................................................................................................................................ 192 

25/01/2023 ................................................................................................................................................ 197 

18/01/2023 ................................................................................................................................................ 202 

11/01/2023 ................................................................................................................................................ 206 

04/01/2023 ................................................................................................................................................ 210 

 
  



Deal Pentecostal Church Bible Studies 2023 

3 

27/12/2023 
Questions 
Boniface taught about the Trinity from a fir tree. What other natural objects could we use to 
teach about God? 
What is your favourite event in the Christmas story? 
What gifts can we give to God? 
 
  



Deal Pentecostal Church Bible Studies 2023 

4 

20/12/2023 
Ps.93 
Video: How Do We Know If  God Is Speaking to Us 
Questions 
Is there a difference between the fear of  God and being afraid of  God? 
What does Christmas celebrate?  
What is so important about Jesus’ birth? 
Does it matter what you believe about Jesus? 
Comments 
Is there a difference between the fear of  God and being afraid of  God? 
Fear is the feeling of  dread, disquiet or apprehension caused by the presence or imminence of  
danger. In the Old Testament, when people had an encounter with God, fear (this feeling of  dread, 
disquiet and apprehension) overwhelmed them—and they had good reason to fear because God is 
holy and people are unholy! 
As the flame blazed up from the altar toward heaven, the angel of  the LORD ascended in the flame. Seeing this, 
Manoah and his wife fell with their faces to the ground. When the angel of  the LORD did not show himself  again 
to Manoah and his wife, Manoah realized that it was the angel of  the LORD. “We are doomed to die!” he said to 
his wife. “We have seen God!”Judg.13:20-22  
Isaiah saw God and was afraid:  
And [the Seraphs] were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of  
his glory.” At the sound of  their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke. 
“Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of  unclean lips, and I live among a people of  unclean lips, and 
my eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.”Is.6:3-5  For this reason they could not believe, because, as Isaiah 
says elsewhere: “He has blinded their eyes and deadened their hearts, so they can neither see with their eyes, nor 
understand with their hearts, nor turn—and I would heal them.” Isaiah said this because he saw Jesus' glory and 
spoke about him.Jn.12:39-41  

When Jacob saw the God (the Word of  God, not God the Father) he was afraid:   

So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “It is because I saw God face to face, and yet my life was spared.”Gen32:30  

Jacob’s encounter with God left him with a limp:  
Then the man said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel [Israel means he struggles with God], because you 
have struggled with God and with humans and have overcome.” Jacob said, “Please tell me your name.” But he replied, 
“Why do you ask my name?” Then he blessed him there. So Jacob called the place Peniel [Peniel means face of  God], 
saying, “It is because I saw God face to face, and yet my life was spared.” The sun rose above him as he passed Peniel, 
and he was limping because of  his hip. Therefore to this day the Israelites do not eat the tendon attached to the socket 
of  the hip, because the socket of  Jacob's hip was touched near the tendon.Gen.32:28-32  
He struggled with the angel and overcame him; he wept and begged for his favour. He found him at Bethel and talked 
with him there—the LORD God Almighty, the LORD is his name!Hos.12:4-5  

But fear is also reverence and respect 
The fear of  the LORD is the beginning of  wisdom; all who follow his precepts have good understanding. To him 
belongs eternal praise.Ps.111:10  
wisdom (true wisdom) is the result of  fearing God. There is a vast difference between intelligence 
and wisdom—intelligence is the ability to think and retain information and can be measured—we 
call it intelligence quotient (IQ). But wisdom is something different—it is the application of  
knowledge (what we do with what we have learnt). Intelligence is mostly inherited (although we can 
sharpen or dull our intelligence by effort) and education will give us opportunity to express it.  
When God (including Jesus) spoke to people He told them not to be afraid: 
When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. But the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, 
Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Lk.1:12-13 
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The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favoured! The Lord is with you.” Mary was greatly 
troubled at his words and wondered what kind of  greeting this might be. But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 
Mary, you have found favor with God. Lk.1:28-30 
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of  great joy that will be for all the people. 
Lk.2:10 
I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands, and 
among the lampstands was someone “like a son of  man,” dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden 
sash around his chest. His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. 
His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of  rushing waters. In his right hand 
he held seven stars, and out of  his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all 
its brilliance. When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: “Do 
not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! 
And I hold the keys of  death and Hades.Rev.1:12-18 
What does Christmas celebrate?  
Christmas has become Jesus’ official birthday but actually Jesus’ birth was perfectly natural—it was 
His conception that was supernatural 
This is how the birth of  Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but 
before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit… The angel said, “Joseph, son of  
David, don't be afraid to take Mary home as your wife. The baby inside her is from the Holy Spirit. She is going to 
have a son. You must give him the name Jesus. That is because he will save his people from their sins.” All of  this 
took place to bring about what the Lord had said would happen. He had said through the prophet, “The virgin is 
going to have a baby. She will give birth to a son. And he will be called Immanuel.” The name Emmanuel means 
“God with us.”Matt.1:18-23 
In the sixth month of  Elizabeth's pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin 
pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of  David. The virgin's name was Mary. The angel went 
to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favoured! The Lord is with you.” Mary was greatly troubled at his 
words and wondered what kind of  greeting this might be. But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you 
have found favor with God. You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. He will be great 
and will be called the Son of  the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of  his father David, and he will 
reign over Jacob's descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since 
I am a virgin?” The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of  the Most High will 
overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called* the Son of  God. Even Elizabeth your relative is going to 
have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. For no word from 
God will ever fail.” “I am the Lord's servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel 
left her.Lk.1:26-38 
What is so important about Jesus’ birth? 
God become human 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the 
beginning… The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of  the One 
and Only, who came from the Father, full of  grace and truth.Jn.1:1-48  
Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, 
he made himself  nothing by taking the very nature of  a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in 
appearance as a man.Phil.2:6-8 
Jesus became human in order to pay for our sins 
And I will put enmity [hatred, hostility] between you and the woman and between your seed and her Seed; He shall 
bruise your head and you shall bruise His heel.”Gen.3:15 
But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of  a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, 
that we might receive the full rights of  sons. Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of  his Son into our hearts, the 
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Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made 
you also an heir.Gal.4:4-7 
Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who 
holds the power of  death—that is, the devil—and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of  
death. For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham's descendants. For this reason he had to be made like his 
brothers in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he 
might make atonement for the sins of  the people. Because he himself  suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help 
those who are being tempted.Heb.2:14-18 
Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel,2Tim.2:8 
Does it matter what you believe about Jesus? 
Yes because if  we don’t believe the Truth, we believe a lie  
But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of  you know the truth. I do not write to you because you do 
not know the truth, but because you do know it and because no lie comes from the truth. Who is the liar? It is the 
man who denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a man is the antichrist—he denies the Father and the Son. No one who 
denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father also.1Jn.2:20-23 
Keep reminding God's people of  these things. Warn them before God against quarrelling about words; it is of  no 
value, and only ruins those who listen. Do your best to present yourself  to God as one approved, a worker who does 
not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of  truth. Avoid godless chatter, because those who indulge 
in it will become more and more ungodly. Their teaching will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and 
Philetus, who have departed from the truth. They say that the resurrection has already taken place, and they destroy 
the faith of  some. Nevertheless, God's solid foundation stands firm, sealed with this inscription: “The Lord knows 
those who are his,” and, “Everyone who confesses the name of  the Lord must turn away from wickedness.”2Tim.2:14-
19 
Timothy, my son, I am giving you this command in keeping with the prophecies once made about you, so that by 
recalling them you may fight the battle well, holding on to faith and a good conscience, which some have rejected and so 
have suffered shipwreck with regard to the faith. Among them are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed 
over to Satan to be taught not to blaspheme.1Tim.1:18-20 
Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to your care. Turn away from godless chatter and the opposing ideas of  what 
is falsely called knowledge, which some have professed and in so doing have departed from the faith. Grace be with you 
all.1Tim.6:20-21 
You cannot measure faith but without faith you cannot please God  
And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and 
that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.Heb.11:6 
We don’t need lots of  faith—just living faith 
Jesus said to his disciples: “Things that cause people to sin are bound to come, but woe to that person through whom 
they come. It would be better for him to be thrown into the sea with a millstone tied around his neck than for him to 
cause one of  these little ones to sin. So watch yourselves. “If  your brother sins, rebuke him, and if  he repents, forgive 
him. If  he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times comes back to you and says, ‘I repent,' forgive him.” 
The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” He replied, “If  you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you 
can say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it will obey you.Lk.17:1-6 
However, we are to build ourselves up in the faith 
But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith and pray in the Holy Spirit. Keep yourselves in God's 
love as you wait for the mercy of  our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life.Jude.20-21 
It is by faith that we are justified and saved 
What does Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” Now to the one who 
works, wages are not credited as a gift but as an obligation. However, to the one who does not work but trusts God 
who justifies the ungodly, their faith is credited as righteousness. Rom.4:3-5 
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For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and 
are saved.Rom.10:10 
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of  God—not by 
works, so that no one can boast. For we are God's handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do.Eph.2:8-10 
But we do not belong to those who shrink back and are destroyed, but to those who have faith and are saved.Heb.10:39 
Faith is what we believe but it is called a “spirit” (which means that it is is spiritual not 
mental or emotional) 
It is written: “I believed; therefore I have spoken.” Since we have that same spirit of  faith, we also believe and therefore 
speak, because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present 
us with you to himself. 2Cor.4:13-14 
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13/12/2023 
Questions 
What is God’s plan of  Redemption? 
Is there a difference between joy and gladness? 
What is Christian fellowship? 
What role does the Holy Spirit have in our redeemed life (our life after we have been born-again)? 
What is the Fruit of  the Spirit? Gal.5:22-23 
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06/12/2023 
Ps.93 
Video: Is The Holy Spirit God_ — The Trinity_ A Solution, Not a Problem _ STR University 
Questions 
What is an angel? 
Who is the devil? 
How can the devil harm us? 
How can we protect ourselves from the devil’s deception? 
O Lord, I bless You that the issue of  the battle between Yourself  and satan has never been uncertain, 
and will end in victory. Calvary broke the dragon’s head, and I contend with a vanquished foe, who 
with all his subtlety and strength has already been overcome. When I feel the serpent at my heel may 
I remember Him whose heel was bruised, but who, when bruised, broke the devil’s head. 
Comments 
What is an angel? 

An angel is a messenger ἀγ́γελοϛ aggelos 

Gospel is “good news” ευ ̓αγγελίζω euaggelizō from eu = good and message; good news 
“You must be on your guard. You will be handed over to the local councils and flogged in the synagogues. On account 
of  me you will stand before governors and kings as witnesses to them. And the gospel must first be preached to all 
nations.Mk.13:9-10 
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of  great joy that will be for all the people.Lk.2:10 
Angels do God’s bidding:  
Praise the LORD, you his angels, you mighty ones who do his bidding, who obey his word.Ps.103:20 
However, not all angels (God’s messengers) are necessarily spiritual beings—they can sometimes 
human beings:  
As John's disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness 
to see? A reed swayed by the wind? If  not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who 
wear fine clothes are in kings' palaces. Then what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 
prophet. This is the one about whom it is written:“ ‘I will send my messenger [angel] ahead of  you, who will prepare 
your way before you.'Matt.11:7-10 
Jesus made up his mind to go to Jerusalem. He sent messengers [angels] on ahead. They went into a Samaritan village 
to get things ready for him.Lk.9:51-52  
In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the 
spies [angels] and sent them off  in a different direction? Jas.2:25 
To keep me from becoming conceited because of  these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my 
flesh, a messenger [angel] of  Satan, to torment me. Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. But 
he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”2Cor.12:7-9 
Paul’s thorn in the flesh was probably people—the unbelieving Jews who persecuted him 
“‘But suppose you do not drive out the people who are living in the land. Then those you allow to remain there will 
become like needles in your eyes. They will become like thorns in your sides. They will give you trouble in the land where 
you will live.Nu.33:55 
Angels were available for Jesus’ support:  
Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than twelve legions of  
angels?Matt.26:53  

Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.Matt.4:11  
And angels also support Believers:  

The LORD will command his angels to take good care of  you.Ps.91:11  
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Beware that you don't look down on any of  these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels are always in 
the presence of  my heavenly Father.Matt.18:10  

The angel of  the LORD encamps around those who fear him, and he delivers them.Ps.34:7 

 Even before we became a Christian, angels were available to support us, because they care for those 
who will inherit salvation:  
All angels are spirits who serve. God sends them to serve [care for] those who will receive salvation.Heb.1:14  
Angels seem to have had a more prominent role in communicating with people before the Church 
began (probably because the Holy Spirit did not reside in Believers then as He does today under the 
New Covenant). Angels were also prominent in the very early Church (probably because the 
Scriptures had not been completed). Nevertheless, angels still have an important role to play today 
(Angels are mentioned 28 times in Revelation!) 
People have been deceived by so-called “revelations” of  angels (even in the early Church)—which 
prompted Paul to give this clear instruction:  
But suppose even we should preach a different “good news.” Suppose even an angel from heaven should preach it. I'm 
talking about a different one than the good news we gave you. Let anyone who does that be judged by God forever. I 
have already said it. Now I will say it again. Anyone who preaches a “good news” that is different from the one you 
accepted should be judged by God forever.Gal.1:8-9  

However, even if  we have never seen a spirit angel, they are real and relevant—and because they 
worship God and serve Him, they are important too:  
But you have come to Mount Zion. You have come to the Jerusalem in heaven. It is the city of  the living God. You 
have come to a joyful gathering of  angels. There are thousands and thousands of  them. You have come to the church 
of  God's people. God's first and only Son is over all things. God's people share in what belongs to his Son. Their 
names are written in heaven. You have come to God. He is the judge of  all people. You have come to the spirits of  
godly people who have been made perfect. You have come to Jesus. He is the go-between of  a new covenant. You have 
come to the sprinkled blood. It promises better things than the blood of  Abel.Heb.12:22-24 
If  we focus on the created instead of  the Creator, we will get distracted—or worse, we may become 
proud and arrogant or even disconnected from Jesus!  
So don't let anyone condemn you for what you eat or drink, or for not celebrating certain holy days or new moon 
ceremonies or Sabbaths. For these rules are only shadows of  the reality yet to come. And Christ himself  is that reality. 
Don't let anyone condemn you by insisting on pious self-denial or the worship of  angels, saying they have had visions 
about these things. Their sinful minds have made them proud, and they are not connected to Christ, the head of  the 
body. For he holds the whole body together with its joints and ligaments, and it grows as God nourishes it.Col.2:16-19  
Who is the devil? 
The devil is also called “satan” which means “opposer” but this word is also used for anyone who is 
an adversary or who opposes. When Balaam went to curse Israel, the angel of  the Lord opposed (the 
word is “satan”) him and his donkey:  
But God’s anger was kindled because he went, and the angel of  the LORD took his stand in the way as his adversary 
[satan]… Behold, I have come out as an adversary [satan], because your way was contrary to me.Nu.22:22;32  

God created everything good but it did not stay that way for long and there was a rebellion amongst 

the angels—with possibly a ⅓ of  them being thrown out of  heaven.  
Then another sign appeared in heaven: an enormous red dragon with seven heads and ten horns and seven crowns on 
its heads. Its tail swept a third of  the stars out of  the sky and flung them to the earth… Then war broke out in 
heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back. But he was not 
strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven. The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the 
devil, or satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him.Rev.12:3-9  

The “dragon” (the leader of  the rebellious angels) was called “morning star” or “lucifer” (lucifer means 
shining one):  
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How you have fallen from heaven, morning star, son of  the dawn! You have been cast down to the earth, you who once 
laid low the nations! You said in your heart, “I will ascend to the heavens; I will raise my throne above the stars of  
God.Is.14:12-13  

This was because satan was an angel of  light before his rebellion—but now the devil only 
masquerades as an angel of  light:  
satan himself  masquerades as an angel of  light.2Cor.11:14  
[“Morning Star” is also a name of  Jesus because He is the true light of  the world:  
I see him, but not here and now. I perceive him, but far in the distant future. A star will rise from Jacob; a sceptre will 
emerge from Israel.Nu.24:17  

I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of  David, and 
the bright Morning Star.Rev.22:16  

Jesus spoke to the people once more and said, "I am the light of  the world. If  you follow me, you won't have to walk 
in darkness, because you will have the light that leads to life."Jn.8:12  

We also have the prophetic message as something completely reliable, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to 
a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.2Pet.1:19]  
The devil is sometimes referred to as a “serpent” or “snake” because he appeared to Eve as a snake in 
the Garden of  Eden:  
The serpent was the shrewdest of  all the wild animals the LORD God had made. One day he asked the woman, 
"Did God really say you must not eat the fruit from any of  the trees in the garden?" "You won't die!" the serpent 
replied to the woman. "God knows that your eyes will be opened as soon as you eat it, and you will be like God, 
knowing both good and evil." The woman was convinced.Gen.3:1-6  
After satan deceived Eve, God pronounced his demise:  
And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head and 
you will strike his heel.Gen.3:15  

And the devil’s demise was foretold throughout the OT in prophesy and type:  
You will tread on the lion and the cobra; you will trample the great lion and the serpent.Ps.91:13  
But for you who revere my name, the sun of  righteousness will rise with healing in its wings. And you will go out and 
leap like calves released from the stall. Then you will trample down the wicked; they will be ashes under the soles of  
your feet on the day when I do these things,” says the LORD Almighty.Mal.4:2-3  

Judah found Adoni-Bezek there. They fought against him… Judah chased him and caught him. Then they cut off  his 
thumbs and big toes… The men of  Judah brought Adoni-Bezek to Jerusalem. That's where he died.Jdg.1:5-7  
Those prophesies about satan’s demise were fulfilled when Jesus died on the cross: 
 The reason the Son of  God appeared was to destroy the devil's work.1Jn.3:8  

But God gave you new life together with Christ. He forgave us all of  our sins. He wiped out the written Law with its 
rules. The Law was against us. It opposed us. He took it away and nailed it to the cross. He took away the weapons 
of  the powers and authorities. He made a public show of  them. He won the battle over them by dying on the cross.Col.2:13-

15 

 When the devil lies, kills, steals and destroys, he is behaving naturally:  
The thief  comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.Jn.10:10   

Why aren't my words clear to you? Because you can't really hear what I say. You belong to your father, the devil. You 
want to obey your father's wishes. “From the beginning, the devil was a murderer. He has never obeyed the truth. There 
is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his natural language. He does this because he is a liar. He is the father 
of  lies.Jn.8:43-44   

How can the devil harm us? 
The devil can harm us physically by nature (storms, earthquakes, etc) and by people 
We know that anyone born of  God does not continue to sin; the One who was born of  God keeps them safe, and the 
evil one cannot harm them. We know that we are children of  God, and that the whole world is under the control of  
the evil one. We know also that the Son of  God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know him 
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who is true. And we are in him who is true by being in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. Dear 
children, keep yourselves from idols.1Jn.5:8-21 
The devil is a deceiver 
When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison and will go out to deceive the nations in the 
four corners of  the earth—Gog and Magog—and to gather them for battle. In number they are like the sand on the 
seashore. They marched across the breadth of  the earth and surrounded the camp of  God's people, the city he loves. 
But fire came down from heaven and devoured them. And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of  
burning sulphur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever 
and ever.Rev.20:7-10 
But he can only harm us spiritually through deception 
Many deceivers, who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh, have gone out into the world. Any such 
person is the deceiver and the antichrist. Watch out that you do not lose what you have worked for, but that you may 
be rewarded fully.2Jn.7-8 
How can we protect ourselves from the devil’s deception? 
Put on the full armour of  God 
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of  God, so that you can take your stand 
against the devil's schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the powers of  this dark world and against the spiritual forces of  evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on 
the full armor of  God, so that when the day of  evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have 
done everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of  truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of  
righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of  peace. In addition to 
all this, take up the shield of  faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of  the evil one. Take the 
helmet of  salvation and the sword of  the Spirit, which is the word of  God. And pray in the Spirit on all occasions 
with all kinds of  prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord's 
people. Pray also for me, that whenever I speak, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the 
mystery of  the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I 
should.Eph.6:10-20 
The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by 
demons. Such teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared as with a hot iron. They 
forbid people to marry and order them to abstain from certain foods, which God created to be received with thanksgiving 
by those who believe and who know the truth. For everything God created is good, and nothing is to be rejected if  it is 
received with thanksgiving, because it is consecrated by the word of  God and prayer.1Tim.4:1-5 
In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, while evildoers and impostors will go 
from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become 
convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the Holy 
Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.2Tim.3:12-15 
At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of  passions and pleasures. We lived 
in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. But when the kindness and love of  God our Savior appeared, 
he saved us, not because of  righteous things we had done, but because of  his mercy. He saved us through the washing 
of  rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so 
that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of  eternal life. Tit.3:3-7 
Therefore, rid yourselves of  all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of  every kind. Like newborn babies, 
crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord is 
good.1Pet.2:1-3 
My goal is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have the full riches of  complete 
understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of  God, namely, Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures 
of  wisdom and knowledge. I tell you this so that no one may deceive you by fine-sounding arguments. For though I am 
absent from you in body, I am present with you in spirit and delight to see how disciplined you are and how firm your 
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faith in Christ is. So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built 
up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. See to it that no one takes 
you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the elemental spiritual 
forces of  this world rather than on Christ.Col.2:2-8 
The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but the worries of  this life and the deceitfulness 
of  wealth choke the word, making it unfruitful.Matt.13:22 
At that time if  anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!' or, ‘Look, there he is!' do not believe it. For false 
Christs and false prophets will appear and perform signs and miracles to deceive the elect—if  that were possible. So 
be on your guard; I have told you everything ahead of  time.Mk.13:21-23 
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29/11/2023 
Ps.92 
Video: Is The Holy Spirit God_ — The Trinity_ A Solution, Not a Problem _ STR University 
Questions 
Is there a difference between an easy life and an enjoyable life? 
How can we overcome the difficulties we face 
Should the cause of  our difficulties make any difference to our response? 
Can anything separate us from God? 
Do Christians get another chance if  they make a mess of  their life? 
 
Comments 
Is there a difference between an easy life and an enjoyable life? 
Yes! Jesus has promised us trouble but said we should be “of  good cheer”! 
“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I 
have overcome the world.”Jn16:33 
A person can do nothing better than to eat and drink and find satisfaction in their own toil. This too, I see, is from 
the hand of  God, for without him, who can eat or find enjoyment?Eccl.2:24-25 
So I saw that there is nothing better for a person than to enjoy their work, because that is their lot. For who can bring 
them to see what will happen after them?Ecc.3:22 
Those who sow with tears will reap with songs of  joy. Those who go out weeping, carrying seed to sow, will return with 
songs of  joy, carrying sheaves with them.Ps.126:5-6 
I thank God, whom I serve, as my ancestors did, with a clear conscience, as night and day I constantly remember you 
in my prayers. Recalling your tears, I long to see you, so that I may be filled with joy. I am reminded of  your sincere 
faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you 
also.2Tim.1:3-5 
Adam’s sin brought painful toil instead of  pleasurable work, work is hard and tiring—it causes 
sweat: 
To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You 
must not eat from it,' “Cursed is the ground because of  you; through painful toil you will eat food from it all the days 
of  your life. It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of  the field. By the sweat of  your 
brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust 
you will return.”Gen.3:17-19 
Jesus has redeemed us from the curse of  the Law (not the curse of  Adam’s rebellion and sin) so 
we might have the blessings of  Abraham (counted righteous with the forgiveness of  sins) 
Christ redeemed us from the curse of  the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who is 
hung on a pole.” He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through 
Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of  the Spirit.Gal.3:13-14  
The effects of  Adam’s sin is with us 
I, the Teacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem. I applied my mind to study and to explore by wisdom all that is 
done under the heavens. What a heavy burden God has laid on mankind! I have seen all the things that are done 
under the sun; all of  them are meaningless, a chasing after the wind.Eccl.1:12-14 
For hardship does not spring from the soil, nor does trouble sprout from the ground. Yet man is born to trouble as 
surely as sparks fly upward. But if  it were I, I would appeal to God; I would lay my cause before him. He performs 
wonders that cannot be fathomed, miracles that cannot be counted.Job.5:6-9 [Elipaz] 
“Do not mortals have hard service on earth? Are not their days like those of  hired laborers? Like a slave longing for 
the evening shadows, or a hired labourer waiting to be paid, so I have been allotted months of  futility, and nights of  
misery have been assigned to me. When I lie down I think, ‘How long before I get up?'*The night drags on, and I toss 
and turn until dawn.Job.7:1-4 [Job] 
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Remember those earlier days after you had received the light, when you endured in a great conflict full of  suffering. 
Sometimes you were publicly exposed to insult and persecution; at other times you stood side by side with those who 
were so treated. You suffered along with those in prison and joyfully accepted the confiscation of  your property, because 
you knew that you yourselves had better and lasting possessions. So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly 
rewarded. You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of  God, you will receive what he has 
promised.Heb.10:32-36 
The result of  Adam’s sin will stay with us until we die or until Jesus returns—the redemption 
of  our body 
We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of  childbirth right up to the present time. Not only 
so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of  the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, 
the redemption of  our bodies. For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for 
what they already have? But if  we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.Rom.8:22-25 
How can we overcome the difficulties we face 
Trust God 
In fact, this is love for God: to keep his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, for everyone born of  God 
overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. Who is it that overcomes the world? 
Only the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of  God.1Jn.5:3-5  

To trust God means proactively start to activate our faith by “hearing” the Word of  God 
Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word about 
Christ.Rom.10:17 
Why are you downcast, O my soul? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my 
Savior and my God.Ps.42:5 
This means meditating, recalling, pondering the Word of  God (which is primarily Jesus, but 
also the written record of  Him—the Scriptures) 
Since we are surrounded by so many examples of  faith, we must get rid of  everything that slows us down, especially 
sin that distracts us. We must run the race that lies ahead of  us and never give up. We must focus on Jesus, the source 
and goal of  our faith. He saw the joy ahead of  him, so he endured death on the cross and ignored the disgrace it 
brought him. Then he received the highest position in heaven, the one next to the throne of  God. Think about Jesus, 
who endured opposition from sinners, so that you don't become tired and give up. You struggle against sin, but your 
struggles haven't killed you. You have forgotten the encouraging words that God speaks to you as his children: “My 
child, pay attention when the Lord disciplines you. Don't give up when he corrects you. The Lord disciplines everyone 
he loves. He severely disciplines everyone he accepts as his child.” Endure your discipline. God corrects you as a father 
corrects his children. Heb.12:1-7 
But when they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one of  the 
soldiers pierced Jesus' side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of  blood and water. The man who saw it has given 
testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe. 
These things happened so that the scripture would be fulfilled: “Not one of  his bones will be broken,” and, as another 
scripture says, “They will look on the one they have pierced.”Jn.19:33-37 
Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of  his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But these 
are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of  God, and that by believing you may have life in 
his name.Jn.20:30-31 
Should the cause of  our difficulties make any difference to our response? 
Yes and No! 
If  we are at fault we should repent (acknowledge and determine to change) 
If  it is someone else’s fault, we should forgive them (i.e. not hold a grudge against them) but 
not excuse them.  
For if  you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if  you do not forgive 
men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.Matt.6:14-15 
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But we just “fall into” most of  our troubles! 
Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of  many kinds, because you know that the testing 
of  your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not 
lacking anything. If  any of  you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, 
and it will be given to you. Jas.1:2-5 
God will turn our situation around for Hid glory and our ultimate good 
And we know that in all things God works for the good of  those who love him, who have been called according to his 
purpose.Rom.8:28 
Can anything separate us from God? 
Yes—sin can separate us from God. We were born separated from God 
Remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the 
covenants of  the promise, without hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far 
away have been brought near by the blood of  Christ. For he himself  is our peace.Eph.2:10-13 
The wicked will be separated from God for all eternity 
This is how it will be at the end of  the age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from the righteous and throw 
them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of  teeth.Matt.13:49-50 
When the Son of  Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious throne. All the 
nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep 
from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.Matt.25:31-33 
But for those who are in Christ Jesus nothing can separate them from God’s love 
Who shall separate us from the love of  Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or 
danger or sword? As it is written: “For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be 
slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that 
neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of  God that is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.Rom.8:35-39 
The one who loves us gives us an overwhelming victory in all these difficulties. I am convinced that nothing can ever 
separate us from God's love which Christ Jesus our Lord shows us. We can't be separated by death or life, by angels 
or rulers, by anything in the present or anything in the future, by forces or powers in the world above or in the world 
below, or by anything else in creation. 
Do Christians get another chance if  they make a mess of  their life? 
Yes—but God said to Noah that He wouldn’t always strive with people  
The number of  people increased all over the earth, and daughters were born to them. The sons of  God saw that the 
daughters of  other humans were beautiful. So they married any woman they chose. Then the LORD said, “My Spirit 
will not struggle with humans forever, because they are flesh and blood. They will live 120 years.” The Nephilim were 
on the earth in those days, as well as later, when the sons of  God slept with the daughters of  other humans and had 
children by them. These children were famous long ago. The LORD saw how evil humans had become on the earth. 
All day long their deepest thoughts were nothing but evil. The LORD was sorry that he had made humans on the 
earth, and he was heartbroken. So he said, “I will wipe off  the face of  the earth these humans that I created. I will 
wipe out not only humans, but also domestic animals, crawling animals, and birds. I'm sorry that I made them.” But 
the LORD was pleased with Noah.Gen.6:1-8 
But whilst we still have breath, we can call on the name of  Jesus 
But what does it say? “The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the word of  faith we are 
proclaiming: That if  you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him 
from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth 
that you confess and are saved. As the Scripture says, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame.” For 
there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of  all and richly blesses all who call on him, 
for, “Everyone who calls on the name of  the Lord will be saved.”Rom.10:8-13 
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All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away.Jn.6:37 
 

What a divine harmonious sound The gospel-trumpet gives;  
No music can with it compare; The soul that knows it lives. 
Ten thousand blessings it contains, Divinely rich and free,  

For helpless, wretched, ruined man, Though vile and base as we. 
 

It speaks of  pardon, full and free, Through Christ, the Lamb once slain;  
Whose blood can cleanse the foulest soul, And take away all stain. 

The vilest sinner out of  hell, Who lives to feel his need,  
Is welcome to a Throne of  Grace, The Saviour’s blood to plead. 

 
The Lord delights to hear them cry, And knock at mercy’s door;  

’Tis grace that makes them feel their need, And pray to him for more. 
Nor will he send them empty back, Nor fright them from the door;  

The Father has in Jesus stored All blessings for the poor.  
William Gadsby (1773-1884) 

But if  we reject Jesus’ sacrifice, there is nothing else that can wash away our sin! 
If  we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of  the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, but 
only a fearful expectation of  judgment and of  raging fire that will consume the enemies of  God. Anyone who rejected 
the law of  Moses died without mercy on the testimony of  two or three witnesses. How much more severely do you think 
someone deserves to be punished who has trampled the Son of  God underfoot, who has treated as an unholy thing the 
blood of  the covenant that sanctified them, and who has insulted the Spirit of  grace? For we know him who said, “It 
is mine to avenge; I will repay,” and again, “The Lord will judge his people.” It is a dreadful thing to fall into the 
hands of  the living God.Heb.10:26-31 
If  we give up and turn our backs on all we've learned, all we've been given, all the truth we now know, we repudiate 
Christ's sacrifice and are left on our own to face the Judgment—and a mighty fierce judgment it will be! If  the penalty 
for breaking the law of  Moses is physical death, what do you think will happen if  you turn on God's Son, spit on the 
sacrifice that made you whole, and insult this most gracious Spirit? This is no light matter. God has warned us that 
he'll hold us to account and make us pay. He was quite explicit: “Vengeance is mine, and I won't overlook a thing,” 
and, “God will judge his people.” Nobody's getting by with anything, believe me. 
If  we go on sinning after we have learned the truth, no sacrifice can take away our sins. All that is left is a terrifying 
wait for judgment and a raging fire that will consume God's enemies. If  two or three witnesses accused someone of  
rejecting Moses' Teachings, that person was shown no mercy as he was executed. What do you think a person who 
shows no respect for the Son of  God deserves? That person looks at the blood of  the promise (the blood that made him 
holy) as no different from other people's blood, and he insults the Spirit that God gave us out of  his kindness. He 
deserves a much worse punishment.GW 
Esau mentioned 82 times in the Bible 
Not only that, but Rebekah's children were conceived at the same time by our father Isaac. Yet, before the twins were 
born or had done anything good or bad—in order that God's purpose in election might stand: not by works but by 
him who calls—she was told, “The older will serve the younger.” Just as it is written: “Jacob I loved, but Esau I 
hated.” What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all! For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have 
mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” It does not, therefore, depend on human desire or 
effort, but on God's mercy.Rom.9:10-16 
See that no one is sexually immoral, or is godless like Esau, who for a single meal sold his inheritance rights as the 
oldest son. Afterward, as you know, when he wanted to inherit this blessing, he was rejected. Even though he sought 
the blessing with tears, he could not change what he had done.Heb.12:16-17 
By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in regard to their future.Heb.11:20  
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Esau said to his father, “Do you have only one blessing, my father? Bless me too, my father!” …His father Isaac 
answered him, “Your dwelling will be away from the earth's richness, away from the dew of  heaven above. You will… 
serve your brother. But when you grow restless, you will throw his yoke from off  your neck.”Gen.27:38-40   
Esau became a Patriarch of  11 tribes 
These were the chiefs descended from Esau, by name, according to their clans and regions: Timna, Alvah, Jetheth, 
Oholibamah, Elah, Pinon, Kenaz, Teman, Mibzar, Magdiel and Iram. These were the chiefs of  Edom, according to 
their settlements in the land they occupied. This is the family line of  Esau, the father of  the Edomites.Gen.36:40-42 
Esau was eventually reconciled with his brother Jacob and together they buried their father:  
Isaac was 180 years old when he took his last breath and died. He joined his ancestors in death at a very old age. His 
sons Esau and Jacob buried him.Gen.35:29]  
 
God has promises for overcomers (remember, these promises were made to people who had been 
told to repent (i.e. Ephesus: Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken the love you had at first. Consider how 
far you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If  you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your 
lampstand from its place.Rev.2:4-5) 
He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who overcomes, I will give the right 
to eat from the tree of  life, which is in the paradise of  God… The one who overcomes will not be hurt at all by the 
second death… To the one who overcomes, I will give some of  the hidden manna. I will also give that person a white 
stone with a new name written on it, known only to him who receives it… To the one who overcomes and does my will 
to the end, I will give authority over the nations… The one who overcomes will, like them, be dressed in white. I will 
never blot out the name of  that person from the book of  life, but will acknowledge their name before my Father and 
his angels… Him who overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of  my God. Never again will they leave it. I will 
write on them the name of  my God and the name of  the city of  my God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming down 
out of  heaven from my God; and I will also write on them my new name… To the one who overcomes, I will give the 
right to sit with me on my throne, just as I overcame and sat down with my Father on his throne.Rev.2:7;11;17;26;3:5;12;21  
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22/11/2023 
Ps.91 
Video: Jesus Is the Only Way_ Examining the Claim — Stand to Reason University 
Questions 
Why should we share our faith? 
How important is our own personal story? 
What should be the main points of  a testimony? 
How important is our lifestyle to our testimony? 
Write out a brief  personal testimony 
Comments 
Why should we share our faith? 
Jesus said that we should 
Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.Mk.:1615: 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of  the earth.Acts.1:8 
We should refute lies and promote the truth—and the gospel is true 
What God has done for us, He can do for others 
We communicate what is important to us  
We have an obligation to share our faith 
We have a fuller understanding of  our faith 
I pray that you may be active in sharing your faith, so that you will have a full understanding of  every good thing we 
have in Christ. [That the communication of  thy faith may become effectual by the acknowledging of  every good thing 
which is in you in Christ Jesus.]Phile.6 
How important is our own personal story? 
Other people’s stories are hearsay—our story is a witness statement 
As for us, we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.”Acts.4:20 
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at 
and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of  life. The life appeared; we have seen it and 
testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. We proclaim 
to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the 
Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. We write this to make our joy complete.1Jn.1:1-4 
I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I had heard and seen them,Rev.22:8 
“Then he said: ‘The God of  our ancestors has chosen you to know his will and to see the Righteous One and to hear 
words from his mouth. You will be his witness to all people of  what you have seen and heard. And now what are you 
waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, calling on his name.'Acts.22:14-16 
Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is admirable—if  anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things. Whatever you have learned 
or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of  peace will be with you.Phil.4:8-9 
 
What should be the main points of  a testimony? 
God’s goodness revealed through Jesus Christ 
King Nebuchadnezzar, To the nations and peoples of  every language, who live in all the earth: May you prosper 
greatly! It is my pleasure to tell you about the miraculous signs and wonders that the Most High God has performed 
for me. How great are his signs, how mighty his wonders! His kingdom is an eternal kingdom; his dominion endures 
from generation to generation. I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at home in my palace, contented and prosperous. I had a dream 
that made me afraid. As I was lying in bed, the images and visions that passed through my mind terrified me. So I 
commanded that all the wise men of  Babylon be brought before me to interpret the dream for me. When the magicians, 
enchanters, astrologers and diviners came, I told them the dream, but they could not interpret it for me. Finally, Daniel 
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came into my presence and I told him the dream. (He is called Belteshazzar, after the name of  my god, and the spirit 
of  the holy gods is in him.)Dan.4:1-8 
Jesus explained what the Kingdom of  God is like 
One day as he saw the crowds gathering, Jesus went up on the mountainside and sat down. His disciples gathered 
around him, and he began to teach them. God blesses those who are poor and realize their need for him, for the Kingdom 
of  Heaven is theirs. God blesses those who mourn, for they will be comforted. God blesses those who are humble, for 
they will inherit the whole earth. God blesses those who hunger and thirst for justice, for they will be satisfied. God 
blesses those who are merciful, for they will be shown mercy. God blesses those whose hearts are pure, for they will see 
God. God blesses those who work for peace, for they will be called the children of  God. God blesses those who are 
persecuted for doing right, for the Kingdom of  Heaven is theirs.Matt.5:1-10 
Then He sent His disciples out to preach about the Kingdom of  God 
When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power and authority to drive out all demons and to cure 
diseases, and he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of  God and to heal the sick.Lk.9:1-2 
 
How important is our lifestyle to our testimony? 
People remember more of  what they see than what they hear. “A truth not practiced is a truth 
not believed” If  we don’t do what we say, we are actors (which is what a hypocrite is) 
He replied, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of  God and obey it.”Lk.11:28 
As for everyone who comes to me and hears my words and puts them into practice, I will show you what they are like. 
They are like a man building a house, who dug down deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a flood came, the 
torrent struck that house but could not shake it, because it was well built.Lk.6:47-48 
He replied, “My mother and brothers are those who hear God's word and put it into practice.”Lk.8:21 
Son of  man, your people are talking about you. They are getting together by the walls of  their houses and at their 
doors. They are saying to one another, ‘Come. Listen to the LORD's message.’ My people come to you, just as they 
usually do. They sit in front of  you. They listen to what you say. But they do not put it into practice. With their mouths 
they claim to be faithful to me. But in their hearts they want what belongs to others. They try to get rich by cheating 
them. You are nothing more to them than someone who sings love songs. They say you have a beautiful voice. They 
think you play an instrument well. They listen to what you say. But they do not put it into practice.Ezek.33:30-32 
Give proper recognition to those widows who are really in need. But if  a widow has children or grandchildren, these 
should learn first of  all to put their religion into practice by caring for their own family and so repaying their parents 
and grandparents, for this is pleasing to God.1Tim.5:3-4 
So get rid of  everything that is dirty and sinful. Get rid of  the evil that is all around us. Don't be too proud to accept 
the word that is planted in you. It can save you. Don't just listen to the word. You fool yourselves if  you do that. You 
must do what it says. Suppose you listen to the word but don't do what it says. Then you are like a man who looks at 
his face in a mirror. After looking at himself, he leaves. Right away he forgets what he looks like. But suppose you 
take a good look at the perfect law that gives freedom. You keep looking at it. You don't forget what you've heard, but 
you do what the law says. Then you will be blessed in what you do. Suppose you think your beliefs are right because of  
how you live. But you don't control what you say. Then you are fooling yourselves. Your beliefs are not worth anything 
at all.Jas.1:21-26 
So get rid of  every kind of  evil. Stop telling lies. Don't pretend to be something you are not. Stop wanting what others 
have. Don't speak against each other.1Pet.2:1 
But now here are the kinds of  things you must get rid of. You must put away anger, rage, hate and lies. Let no dirty 
words come out of  your mouths. Don't lie to each other. You have gotten rid of  your old way of  life and its habits. 
You have started living a new life. It is being made new so that what you know has the Creator's likeness.Col3:8-10 
 
Write out a brief  personal testimony 
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15/11/2023 
Ps.90 
Video: Edith Cavell 12October 1915 
The night before her execution, Cavell told the Reverend H Stirling Gahan, the Anglican chaplain 
of  Christ Church Brussels, who had been allowed to see her and to give her Holy Communion, "I 
am thankful to have had these ten weeks of  quiet to get ready. Now I have had them and have been kindly treated 
here. I expected my sentence and I believe it was just. Standing as I do in view of  God and Eternity, I realise that 
patriotism is not enough, I must have no hatred or bitterness towards anyone." These words are inscribed on 
her statues in London and in Melbourne, Australia. Cavell's final words to the German Lutheran 
prison chaplain, Paul Le Seur, were recorded as, "Ask Father Gahan to tell my loved ones later on that my 
soul, as I believe, is safe, and that I am glad to die for my country."  
Cavell's remains were returned to Britain after the war, landing at Admiralty Pier in Dover on 14 
May 1919. Cavell's was one of  only three sets of  British remains repatriated following the end of  
the War, the others being Charles Fryatt and The Unknown Warrior. As the ship arrived a full peal 
of  Grandsire Triples was rung on the bells of  St Mary's Church in the town. A plaque 
commemorating the peal in the church's bell-ringing chamber states it was "Rung with the bells deeply 
muffled with the exception of  the Tenor which was open at back stroke, in token of  respect to Nurse Cavell" - 
deep (or full) muffling is normally only used for the deaths of  sovereigns. All the ringers were 
former soldiers. 
Her body was transferred to a railway van and lay in state on the pier overnight before departing 
from Dover Harbour station for London Victoria station. Becoming known as the Cavell Van, that 
van is kept as a memorial on the Kent & East Sussex Railway and is usually open to view at 
Bodiam railway station, though during October 2015 it was placed on display outside the Forum, 
Norwich. From Victoria the body was processed to Westminster Abbey for a state funeral on 15 
May, before finally being reburied at the east side of  Norwich Cathedral on 19 May, where a 
graveside service is still held each October. 
Questions 
Can there ever be a “Christian country”? 
Is democracy biblical? 
Is it scriptural to remember those who died in conflict? 
Should countries go to war? 
Should Christians fight in political wars? 
Can a Christian be a pacifist? 
Comments 
Can there ever be a “Christian country”? 
No! 
Before the New Covenant, God dealt with people groups and nations but when Jesus introduced the 
Kingdom of  God, God only recognises 2 nations—the Kingdom of  God and the kingdom of  this 
world—and only 2 people groups—Believers and unbelievers 
Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand 
of  God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ 
in God… Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ 
is all, and is in all. Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.Col.3:1-12 
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's special possession, that you may declare the praises 
of  him who called you out of  darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but now you are the people 
of  God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and 
exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which wage war against your soul. Live such good lives among the pagans that, 
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though they accuse you of  doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.1Pet.2:9-
12 
“The Son of  Man will come in all his glory. All the angels will come with him. Then he will sit on his throne in the 
glory of  heaven. All the nations will be gathered in front of  him. He will separate the people into two groups. He will 
be like a shepherd who separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep to his right and the goats to his left… 
“Then they will go away to be punished forever. But those who have done what is right will receive eternal 
life.”Matt.25:31-46 
“They will be mine,” says the LORD Almighty, “in the day when I make up my treasured possession. I will spare 
them, just as in compassion a man spares his son who serves him. And you will again see the distinction between the 
righteous and the wicked, between those who serve God and those who do not.Mal.3:17-18 
However, there are countries that have based their laws and moral values on the Scriptures, and 
although there maybe injustice and wrongs within the system, they are generally known as “free 
countries”—as opposed to the other countries that have a different set of  values, such as Muslem 
countries, communist countries, dictatorships etc. 
Münster  
After the German Peasants' War (1524–1525), a forceful attempt to establish theocracy was made at 
Münster, in Westphalia (1532–1535). Here the Anabaptists had gained considerable influence, 
through the adhesion of  Bernhard Rothmann, the Lutheran pastor, and several prominent citizens 
and leaders, including Jan Matthys The pamphlets at first denounced Catholicism from a radical 
Lutheran perspective, but soon started to proclaim that the Bible called for the absolute equality of  
man in all matters, including the distribution of  wealth. The pamphlets, which were distributed 
throughout northern Germany, called upon the poor of  the region to join the citizens of  Münster 
to share the wealth of  the town and benefit spiritually from being the elect of  Heaven. In 1534, they 
took power in Münster and founded a democratic proto-socialistic state which claimed all property, 
burned all books except the Bible, and called it the "New Jerusalem". John of  Leiden believed he 
would lead the elect from Münster to capture the entire world and purify it of  evil with the sword in 
preparation for the Second Coming of  Christ and the beginning of  the Millennium.  
The city was besieged by Franz von Waldeck, its expelled bishop. In April 1534, on Easter Sunday, 
Matthys, who had prophesied God's judgment to come on the wicked on that day, led a procession 
from the city with twelve followers, as he believed himself  the second Gideon. He and his followers 
were cut off  and taken. Matthys was killed, his head placed on a pole for all in the city to see, and his 
genitals nailed to the city gate.  
Most of  the residents of  Münster were starving as a result of  the year-long siege. After lengthy 
resistance, the city was taken by the besiegers on June 24, 1535, and John of  Leiden and several other 
prominent Anabaptist leaders were captured and imprisoned. In January 1536, John of  Leiden, 
Bernhard Knipperdolling and one more prominent follower, Bernhard Krechting, were tortured and 
executed in the marketplace of  Münster. Their bodies were exhibited in cages which hung from the 
steeple of  St. Lambert's Church. The bones were removed later, but the cages hang there still. 
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Is democracy biblical? 
There is no “biblical” instruction on how to run a country, other than to uphold rightness and justice, 
to look after the poor and vulnerable. 
He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of  you? To act justly and to love mercy 
and to walk humbly with your God.Mic.6:4 
Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress 
and to keep oneself  from being polluted by the world.Jas.1:27 
 However, because every human being is made in God’s image (whether they acknowledge it or not), 
every human being is intrinsically valuable.  
Every human being is created in God’s image and who can ever put a price on a human soul. No one can redeem the 
life of  another or give to God a ransom for them—the ransom for a life is costly, no payment is ever enough.Ps.49:7-8 
It makes sense therefore for everyone to contribute to society. 
Is it scriptural to remember those who died in conflict? 
We need to remember the past in order to learn from history but it is only common decency to 
remember and appreciate the sacrifices made by others for our liberty and freedom 
David took up this lament concerning Saul and his son Jonathan, and ordered that the men of  Judah be taught this 
lament of  the bow (it is written in the Book of  Jashar):2Sam.1:17-18 
Then David said to Joab and all the people with him, “Tear your clothes and put on sackcloth and walk in mourning 
in front of  Abner.” King David himself  walked behind the bier. They buried Abner in Hebron, and the king wept 
aloud at Abner's tomb. All the people wept also. The king sang this lament for Abner: “Should Abner have died as 
the lawless die? Your hands were not bound, your feet were not fettered. You fell as one falls before wicked men.” And 
all the people wept over him again.2Sam.3:31-34 
And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel and 
the prophets, who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was promised; who shut 
the mouths of  lions, quenched the fury of  the flames, and escaped the edge of  the sword; whose weakness was turned 
to strength; and who became powerful in battle and routed foreign armies. Women received back their dead, raised to 
life again. Others were tortured and refused to be released, so that they might gain a better resurrection. Some faced 
jeers and flogging, while still others were chained and put in prison. They were stoned; they were sawed in two; they 
were put to death by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated—
the world was not worthy of  them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the 
ground.Heb.11:32-38 
Remember those in prison as if  you were their fellow prisoners, and those who are mistreated as if  you yourselves were 
suffering.Heb.13:6 
 
Should countries go to war? 
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Governments have a God-given responsibility to protect their citizens. Although war is horrific and 
costly, it is sometimes essential for the greater good and for the protection of  the citizens—in much 
the same way as the judiciary system punishes law-breakers for the protection of  citizens. 
Everyone must submit himself  to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has 
established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. Consequently, he who rebels against the authority 
is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. For rulers hold 
no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of  the one in authority? 
Then do what is right and he will commend you. For he is God's servant to do you good. But if  you do wrong, be 
afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God's servant, an agent of  wrath to bring punishment on the 
wrongdoer. Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of  possible punishment but also 
because of  conscience.Rom.13:1-5 
 
Should Christians fight in political wars? 
The Old Testament is full of  political wars that are fought on God’s instruction but we are now in 
the New Testament era 
Jesus said, “My kingdom is not part of  this world. If  it were, those who serve me would fight. They would try to keep 
the Jews from arresting me. My kingdom is from another place.”Jn.18:36 
However, if  we are citizens of  an earthly nation, we cannot expect to enjoy the benefits of  the 
country if  we don’t participate in the provision of  those benefits. Although some people may object 
to actually killing other people, there are other ways to assist in the protection of  their homeland—
such as medical care, or even essential work back home, like the production of  food, clothing, 
heating/fuel, and ammunition, etc.  
There are examples in the New Testament of  soldiers who were also believers 
When Jesus had finished saying all this to the people who were listening, he entered Capernaum.  
There a centurion's servant, whom his master valued highly, was sick and about to die. The centurion heard of  Jesus 
and sent some elders of  the Jews to him, asking him to come and heal his servant. When they came to Jesus, they 
pleaded earnestly with him, “This man deserves to have you do this, because he loves our nation and has built our 
synagogue.” So Jesus went with them… When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd 
following him, he said, “I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel.” Then the men who had been sent 
returned to the house and found the servant well.Lk.7:1-10 
At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in what was known as the Italian Regiment. He and all 
his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave generously to those in need and prayed to God regularly.Acts.10:1-2 
 
Can a Christian be a pacifist? 
“We believe that the Bible (i.e. the Old and New Testaments excluding the Apocrypha), is the inspired Word of  God, 
the infallible, all sufficient rule for faith and practice.” (AoG Statement of  Faith) 
So what does the Bible say? 
Some will argue that the Bible teaches that you should never take any life under any circumstance,  
Thou shalt not kill.Ex.20:13 
But actually the correct translation is  
You shall not murder 
And in the same section of  the Bible that says "Thou shalt not murder," it also says that when someone 
does murder their life should be taken by the ruling authorities. Capital punishment is not only 
allowed in the Old Testament, it is commanded under quite a number of  circumstances.  
Anyone who strikes a person with a fatal blow is to be put to death. However, if  it is not done intentionally, but God 
lets it happen, they are to flee to a place I will designate. But if  anyone schemes and kills someone deliberately, that 
person is to be taken from my altar and put to death. Anyone who attacks their father or mother is to be put to death. 
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Anyone who kidnaps someone is to be put to death, whether the victim has been sold or is still in the kidnapper's 
possession. Anyone who curses their father or mother is to be put to death.Ex.21:12-17 
Jesus was not a pacifist and neither were His disciples 
“Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. For I have 
come to turn“ ‘a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law—
a man's enemies will be the members of  his own household.'Matt.10:34-36 
I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With 
justice he judges and wages war. His eyes are like blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name 
written on him that no one knows but he himself. He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word 
of  God. The armies of  heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. 
Coming out of  his mouth is a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. “He will rule them with an iron 
sceptre.” He treads the winepress of  the fury of  the wrath of  God Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has 
this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. Rev.19:11-16 
He said to them, “But now if  you have a purse, take it, and also a bag; and if  you don't have a sword, sell your cloak 
and buy one. It is written: ‘And he was numbered with the transgressors'; and I tell you that this must be fulfilled in 
me. Yes, what is written about me is reaching its fulfilment.” The disciples said, “See, Lord, here are two swords.” 
“That's enough!” he replied.Matt.22:36-38 
God expects political authorities to enforce justice  
For the one in authority is God's servant for your good. But if  you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the 
sword for no reason. They are God's servants, agents of  wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. Therefore, it is 
necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of  possible punishment but also as a matter of  conscience. This 
is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God's servants, who give their full time to governing. Give to everyone 
what you owe them: If  you owe taxes, pay taxes; if  revenue, then revenue; if  respect, then respect; if  honour, then 
honor.Rom.13:4-7 
Paul answered: “I am now standing before Caesar's court, where I ought to be tried. I have not done any wrong to the 
Jews, as you yourself  know very well. If, however, I am guilty of  doing anything deserving death, I do not refuse to die. 
But if  the charges brought against me by these Jews are not true, no one has the right to hand me over to them. I appeal 
to Caesar!”Acts25:10-11 
However, Jesus is the Prince of  Peace and as followers of  Him, we too must be peace-lovers 
and peace-makers 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of  Peace.Is.9:6 
Now may the Lord of  peace himself  give you peace at all times and in every way. The Lord be with all of  
you.2Thess.3:16 
The God of  peace be with you all. Amen.Rom.15:33 
First, the name Melchizedek means “king of  righteousness”; then also, “king of  Salem” means “king of  peace.”  
Without father or mother, without genealogy, without beginning of  days or end of  life, resembling the Son of  God, he 
remains a priest forever. Heb.7:2-3 
For the kingdom of  God is not a matter of  eating and drinking, but of  righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy 
Spirit, because anyone who serves Christ in this way is pleasing to God and receives human approval. Let us therefore 
make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification. Rom.14:17-19 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of  God. Matt.5:9 
For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice. But the wisdom that 
comes from heaven is first of  all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of  mercy and good fruit, impartial 
and sincere. Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of  righteousness. What causes fights and quarrels among 
you? Don't they come from your desires that battle within you? You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet but 
you cannot get what you want, so you quarrel and fight. You do not have because you do not ask God. When you ask, 
you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures. You 



Deal Pentecostal Church Bible Studies 2023 

27 

adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world means enmity against God? Therefore, anyone who 
chooses to be a friend of  the world becomes an enemy of  God. Or do you think Scripture says without reason that he 
jealously longs for the spirit he has caused to dwell in us Jas.3:16-4:5 
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08/11/2023 
Ps.89:14-29 
Video: The Bible and World War One  Steve Vinall - World War One 
It shouldn’t happen to a Christian! “I appeal to Cæsar”Acts25:11  
Questions 
Is there a difference between a concern and a worry? 
How can we stop concerns becoming worries? 
Describe God’s character 
How can we have the same character as God? 
Are rulers of  countries placed there by God or people? (c.f. Divine rights of  kings) 
What involvement should a Christian have in society? 
How can we use the world’s resources for God’s Kingdom? 
Comments 
Is there a difference between a concern and a worry? 
We should show concern — concern is showing care.  
Thanks be to God, who put into the heart of  Titus the same concern I have for you. 2Cor.8:16 
Besides everything else, I face daily the pressure of  my concern for all the churches. Who is weak, and I do 
not feel weak? Who is led into sin, and I do not inwardly burn?2Cor.11:28-29 
I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, that I also may be cheered when I receive news about you. I 
have no one else like him, who will show genuine concern for your welfare. For everyone looks out for 
their own interests, not those of  Jesus Christ. But you know that Timothy has proved himself, because as a son with 
his father he has served with me in the work of  the gospel. I hope, therefore, to send him as soon as I see how things 
go with me. And I am confident in the Lord that I myself  will come soon.Phil.2:19-24 
I rejoiced greatly in the Lord that at last you renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you were concerned, but 
you had no opportunity to show it. I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content 
whatever the circumstances.Phil.4:10-11 
We should not worry because worry is taking the burden of  the care—it is anxiety. Worry is 
a vote of  no confidence in God! 
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will 
wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? Look at the birds of  the air; they do not sow or 
reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 
Can any one of  you by worrying add a single hour to your life?Matt.6:25-27 
On my account you will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. But when 
they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say, for it 
will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of  your Father speaking through you.Matt.10:18-20 
Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do 
not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God. And the peace of  God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus.Phil.4:4-7 
How can we stop concerns becoming worries? 
Come to Jesus  
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from 
me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is 
light.”Matt.11:28-30 
Although we can’t un-think a thought, we can replace our thoughts and mind values—and the best 
replacement is the Word of  God. 
Praise (praise = eulogy, which means: “to say good words”) 
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Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my 
Saviour and my God.Ps.42:5;11;43:5 
But God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us by the coming of  Titus, and not only by his coming but also by the 
comfort you had given him. He told us about your longing for me, your deep sorrow, your ardent concern for me, so that 
my joy was greater than ever.2Cor.7:6-7 
Get encouragement from God’s Word and God’s people 
Anxiety weighs down the heart, but a kind word cheers it up. The righteous choose their friends carefully, but the way 
of  the wicked leads them astray.Prov.12:25-26 
Appreciate God and His love 
So then, banish anxiety from your heart and cast off  the troubles of  your body, for youth and vigour are meaningless. 
Remember your Creator in the days of  your youth, before the days of  trouble come and the years approach when you 
will say, “I find no pleasure in them”—before the sun and the light and the moon and the stars grow dark,and the 
clouds return after the rain;Eccl.11:10-12:2 
Unless the LORD had given me help, I would soon have dwelt in the silence of  death. When I said, “My foot is 
slipping,” your unfailing love, LORD, supported me. When anxiety was great within me, your consolation brought 
me joy.Ps.94:17-19 
He told them this parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees. When they sprout leaves, you can see for yourselves 
and know that summer is near. Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that the kingdom of  God is 
near. Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. Heaven and 
earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with carousing, 
drunkenness and the anxieties of  life, and that day will close on you suddenly like a trap. For it will come on all those 
who live on the face of  the whole earth. Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is 
about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the Son of  Man.”Lk.21:29-36 
Pray. Prayer is communion with God, where we first and foremost show our appreciation of  Him 
by our praise and thanks; and in prayer we should also give our concerns to God—and then leave 
our concerns with Him (and also the burden of  our concerns).  
“Not so, my lord,” Hannah replied, “I am a woman who is deeply troubled. I have not been drinking wine or beer; I 
was pouring out my soul to the LORD. Do not take your servant for a wicked woman; I have been praying here out 
of  my great anguish and grief.” Eli answered, “Go in peace, and may the God of  Israel grant you what you have 
asked of  him.” She said, “May your servant find favour in your eyes.” Then she went her way and ate something, 
and her face was no longer downcast.1Sam.1:15-18 
Cast your cares on the LORD and he will sustain you; he will never let the righteous fall.Ps.55:22 
Humble yourselves under the mighty power of  God, and at the right time he will lift you up in honour. Turn all your 
anxiety over to God because he cares for you. Keep your mind clear, and be alert.1Pet.5:6-8  
Obey—Obedience is doing the right thing 
The LORD looked with favour on Abel and his offering, but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favour. 
So Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast. Then the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is 
your face downcast? If  you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if  you do not do what is right, sin is crouching 
at your door; it desires to have you, but you must rule over it.”Gen.4:4-7  
Make your lips do their duty; fill them with the Word. Make them say what God says about 
your situation and don’t allow them to say anything to the contrary. 

Confession homologeo ὁμολογέω, to speak the same thing (homos, “same,” lego, “to speak”). A burden 
shared is a burdened halved. In psychology it is called “catharsis”—meaning “purged” or “cleansing”. 
Therefore confess [admit] your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of  a 
righteous man is powerful and effective. [Acknowledge your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye 
may be healed: for the prayer of  a righteous man availeth much, if  it be fervent. Geneva Bible]Jas.5:16 
Describe God’s character 
God is gracious, loving and compassionate  
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The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love.Ps.103:8 
God is holy 
But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”1Pet.1:15-16 

God is righteous 
The LORD is righteous in all his ways and loving toward all he has made.Ps.145:17 
Far be it from you to do such a thing—to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked 
alike. Far be it from you! Will not the Judge of  all the earth do right?”Gen18:25 
Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever; a sceptre of  justice will be the sceptre of  your kingdom. You love 
righteousness and hate wickedness;Ps.45:6-7 
God is just 
Righteousness and justice are the foundation of  your throne; love and faithfulness go before you.Ps.89:14 
The LORD reigns, let the earth be glad; let the distant shores rejoice. Clouds and thick darkness surround him; 
righteousness and justice are the foundation of  his throne.Ps.97:1-2 
Because God’s Spirit (or the Spirit of  God, or the Holy Spirit) is eternal, Hios attributes are also 
eternal—absolute, complete, without beginning or end  
A shoot will come up from the stump of  Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. The Spirit of  the LORD will 
rest on him—the Spirit of  wisdom and of  understanding, the Spirit of  counsel and of  might, the Spirit of  the 
knowledge and fear of  the LORD—and he will delight in the fear of  the LORD.Is.11:1-3 
Omnipresent 
Before a word is on my tongue you know it completely, O LORD. You hem me in—behind and before; you have laid 
your hand upon me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain. Where can I go from your 
Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? If  I go up to the heavens, you are there; if  I make my bed in the depths,* 
you are there. If  I rise on the wings of  the dawn, if  I settle on the far side of  the sea, even there your hand will guide 
me, your right hand will hold me fast.Ps.139:4-10 
Omniscient 
Then Jesus' disciples said, “Now you are speaking clearly and without figures of  speech. Now we can see that you 
know all things and that you do not even need to have anyone ask you questions. This makes us believe that you came 
from God.”Jn.16:29-30 
The third time he said to him, “Simon son of  John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third 
time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.”Jn.21:17 
Omnipotent 
Then Job replied to the LORD: I know that you can do all things; no plan of  yours can be thwarted.Job.42:1-2 
Ah, Sovereign LORD, you have made the heavens and the earth by your great power and outstretched arm. Nothing 
is too hard for you.Jer.32:17 
Omnibenevolent 
You are good, and what you do is good; teach me your decrees.Ps.119:68 
How can we have the same nature as God? 
We already do have the same character as God in embryonic form. However, we need to grow 
in the knowledge and love of  Christ—we need to mature 
Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the 
divine nature, having escaped the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. For this very reason, make every effort 
to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, 
perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. For 
if  you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your 
knowledge of  our Lord Jesus Christ. But if  anyone does not have them, he is near-sighted and blind, and has forgotten 
that he has been cleansed from his past sins.2Pet.1:4-9 
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Dear friends, now we are children of  God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that 
when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, 
just as he is pure.1Jn.3:2-3 
Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there 
is knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when completeness comes, what is 
in part disappears. When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I 
became a man, I put the ways of  childhood behind me. For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall 
see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.1Cor.13:8-12 
In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of  judgment, because in this 
world we are like him. There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. 
The one who fears is not made perfect in love.1Jn.4:17-18 
So Christ himself  gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works 
of  service, so that the body of  Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of  the 
Son of  God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of  the fullness of  Christ. Then we will no longer be 
infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of  teaching and by the cunning 
and craftiness of  people in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every 
respect the mature body of  him who is the head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together by 
every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself  up in love, as each part does its work.Eph.4:11-16 
Are rulers of  countries placed there by God (c.f. Divine rights of  kings)? 
The Divine Rights of  Kings asserts that a monarch is not accountable to any earthly authority (such 
as a parliament) because their right to rule is derived from divine authority. Thus, the monarch is not 
subject to the will of  the people, of  the aristocracy, or of  any other estate of  the realm. It then 
follows that only divine authority can judge a monarch, and that any attempt to depose, dethrone or 
restrict their powers runs contrary to God's will and may constitute a sacrilegious act. It is often 
expressed in the phrase by the Grace of  God, which has historically been attached to the titles of  
certain reigning monarchs. Richard I of  England was kidnapped on his way back from the Crusades 
and at his trial at Speyer Germany in 1193 declared: "I am born in a rank which recognizes no superior but 
God, to whom alone I am responsible for my actions", and it was Richard who first used the motto "Dieu et 
mon droit" ("God and my right") which is still the motto of  the Monarch of  the United Kingdom. 
Henry VIII of  England declared himself  the Supreme Head of  the Church of  England, and exerted 
the power of  the throne more than any of  his predecessors. It was further developed by James VI 
of  Scotland (1567–1625) and came to the fore in England under his reign as James I of  England 
(1603–1625). Louis XIV of  France (1643–1715) strongly promoted the theory as well.  
Before the Reformation, the anointed king was, within his own realm, the accredited vicar of  God for 
secular purposes; after the Reformation he (or she if  queen regnant) became this in Protestant states 
for religious purposes also. In England, it is not without significance that the sacerdotal vestments—
dalmatic (a long, wide-sleeved tunic), alb (white garment coming down to the ankles and is usually 
girdled with a cincture) and stole (a band of  coloured cloth, about eight feet long and four inches 
wide and symbolizes priestly authority)—continue to be among the insignia of  the sovereign (see 
Coronation of  the British monarch).  
The divine right of  kings was the main issue of  the English Civil War, the Royalists holding that "all 
Christian kings, princes and governors" derive their authority direct from God, whereas the 
Parliamentarians held that this authority is the outcome of  a contract (actual or implied), between 
the sovereign and people. 
The Magna Carta made the king promise that justice would not be sold to the highest bidder, that 
due process and the laws of  the land would be observed, and that the right to trial by jury was 
entrenched. These provisions underpinned the development of  a genuine rule of  law in succeeding 
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centuries, especially after the Glorious Revolution of  1688 created an independent judiciary by doing 
away with the Crown’s former right to hire and fire judges at will. 
 
1611 King James Bible Introduction 
To the most high and mightie Prince, James by the grace of  God King of  Great Britaine, France and 
Ireland, Defender of  the Faith, &c. The translators of  The Bible, wish Grace, Mercie, and Peace, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Great and manifold were the blessings (most dread Soveraigne) which Almighty GOD, the Father 
of  all Mercies, bestowed upon us the people of  ENGLAND, when first he sent your Majesties Royall 
person to rule and raigne over us. For whereas it was the expectation of  many, who wished not well 
unto our ZION, that upon the setting of  that bright Occidentall Starre Queene ELIZABETH of  
most happy memory, some thicke and palpable cloudes of  darkenesse would so have overshadowed 
this land, that men should have bene in doubt which way they were to walke, and that it should hardly 
be knowen, who was to direct the unsetled State: the appearance of  your MAJESTIE, as of  the 
Sunne in his strength, instantly dispelled those supposed and surmised mists, and gave unto all that 
were well affected, exceeding cause of  comfort; especially when we beheld the government 
established in your HIGHNESSE, and your hopefull Seed, by an undoubted Title, and this also 
accompanied with Peace and tranquillitie, at home and abroad. 
 
The tension between God’s sovereignty and people’s free-will has been debated for millennia—and 
will continue to be debated. Has God created the world and left it to it’s own devises or does God 
intervene in our day-to-day activities? If  God does intervene, does He only intervene in response to 
prayer? And if  He does, then how much prayer and by whom? What about physical laws such as 
gravity, mortality, times and seasons? 
As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night will never 
cease.Gen.8:22 
Because of  the LORD's great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning; 
great is your faithfulness.Lam.3:22-23 
God is Sovereign—He is Omnipotent, Omnipresent, Omniscient—and Omnibenevolent.  
But God has set mankind to oversee His creation 
So God created man in his own image, in the image of  God he created him; male and female he created them. God 
blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of  
the sea and the birds of  the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.”Gen.1:27-28  
The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of  Eden to work it and take care of  it.Gen.2:15 
However, we should respect our leaders—both political and spiritual 
Paul looked straight at the Sanhedrin. “My brothers,” he said, “I have always done my duty to God. To this very day 
I feel that I have done nothing wrong.” Ananias the high priest heard this. So he ordered the men standing near Paul 
to hit him on the mouth. Then Paul said to him, “You pretender! God will hit you! You sit there and judge me by the 
law. But you yourself  broke the law when you commanded them to hit me!” Those who were standing near Paul said, 
“How dare you talk like that to God's high priest!” Paul replied, “Brothers, I didn't realize he was the high priest. 
It is written, ‘Do not speak evil about the ruler of  your people.’” (Ex 22:28)Acts.23:1-5 
What involvement should a Christian have in society? 
We are to be “salt and light” 
You are the salt of  the earth. But if  the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for 
anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. You are the light of  the world. A city on a hill cannot be 
hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to 
everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise 
your Father in heaven.Matt.6:13-16 
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There is a good argument not to get too involved in society  
Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of  Christ Jesus. No one serving as a soldier gets involved in civilian 
affairs—he wants to please his commanding officer. Similarly, if  anyone competes as an athlete, he does not receive the 
victor's crown unless he competes according to the rules. The hardworking farmer should be the first to receive a share 
of  the crops. Reflect on what I am saying, for the Lord will give you insight into all this.2Tim.2:3-7 
Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of  this world. If  it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. 
But now my kingdom is from another place.”Jn.18:36 
But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Saviour from there, the Lord Jesus Christ.Phil.3:10 
However, we are to pray for national leaders and prayer without action can be a “cop-out” 
The first thing I want you to do is pray. Pray every way you know how, for everyone you know. Pray especially for 
rulers and their governments to rule well so we can be quietly about our business of  living simply, in humble 
contemplation. This is the way our Saviour God wants us to live.1Tim.2:1-3 

 God also expects us be good citizens of  our country.  
Everyone must submit to governing authorities. For all authority comes from God, and those in positions of  authority 
have been placed there by God. So anyone who rebels against authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, 
and they will be punished… The authorities are God's servants, sent for your good. But if  you are doing wrong, of  
course you should be afraid, for they have the power to punish you. They are God's servants, sent for the very purpose 
of  punishing those who do what is wrong. So you must submit to them, not only to avoid punishment, but also to keep 
a clear conscience… Pay your taxes and government fees to those who collect them, and give respect and honour to those 
who are in authority.Rom.13:1-7 
How can we use the world’s resources for God’s Kingdom? 
Resources (such as our Legal system (which is based on the Magna Carta), our Parliamentary system of  
the National and Local Governments, the Emergency Services and the NHS, State Benefits, Gift Aid, 
etc.) are our rights as citizens of  this country and we should take full advantage of  them. 
The system of  the world is corrupt when it opposes God but regardless of  the morality of  government 
the resources of  the world belong to God and should be used for the Kingdom’s advantage (which is 
also our advantage too):  
The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it; for he founded it on the seas and established 
it on the waters.Ps.24:1-2 
Eat anything sold in the meat market without raising questions of  conscience, for, “The earth is the Lord's, and everything 
in it.” If  an unbeliever invites you to a meal and you want to go, eat whatever is put before you without raising questions of  
conscience.1Cor.10:25-27 
Use your worldly resources to benefit others and make friends. Then, when your earthly possessions are gone, they will welcome 
you to an eternal home.Lk.16:9 

Also, seek the peace and prosperity of  the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, 
because if  it prospers, you too will prosper.Jer.29:7 
 
  

http://home.lk.16:9/
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01/11/2023 
Ps.89:1-15 
Video: The Insanity of  God 1:23.06 
I worship the God of  our ancestors: I worship the God of  our ancestors. I am a follower of  the Way of  
Jesus... I believe everything that agrees with the Law. I believe everything written in the Prophets. I have the same hope 
in God that these men have. I believe that both the godly and the ungodly will rise from the dead.Acts.24:14-15 

Questions 
What is “worship” 
How can liturgies and songs help us in worship? 
Do we worship the same God that Abraham, Isaac and Jacob worshipped? 
What does it mean to be a “Christian”? 
How is Christianity different from Judaism? 
How important is the Bible to our worship? 
What is the Christian’s hope? 
Comments 
What is worship” 
Our English word “worship” is derived from the Old English word “weorþscipe”, meaning worthiness 
or worth-ship—to give worth to something. We were created with a purpose—and that purpose is 
to worship God:  
Worship the Lord your God. He is the only one you should serve.Lk.4:8  

To worship God is to pay respect to God but because true worship is a heart issue, our homage 
must be a genuine reflection of  both our lips and our lives.  
Offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship.Rom.12:1 
God is Spirit and our worship must be spiritual (i.e. from our spirit and in harmony with the Holy 
Spirit)  
God is spirit. His worshipers must worship him in spirit and in truth.Jn.4:24  
How can liturgies and songs help us in worship? 
Music affects our emotions and can be a valuable help in worship.  
Saul's attendants said to him, “An evil [distressing/disturbing] spirit that was sent by God is terrifying you. Give us 
an order to look for someone who can play the harp. He will play it when the evil spirit that was sent by God comes 
on you. Then you will feel better.” So Saul said to his attendants, “Find someone who plays the harp well. Bring him 
to me.” One of  the servants said, “I've seen someone who knows how to play the harp. He is a son of  Jesse from 
Bethlehem. He's a brave man. He would make a good soldier. He's a good speaker. He's very handsome. And the 
LORD is with him.” …When the evil spirit that was sent by God would come on Saul, David would get his harp 
and play it. That would help Saul. He would feel better, and the evil spirit would leave him. 1Sam.16:15-23 
However, songs can also be a distraction or even a disruption, especially if  the music or words don’t 
harmonise with what we know about God. That is why we must be careful to watch the theology of  
the songs we sing. (Song writers are not theologians) 
Christian songs should be an exclamation of  the wonders of  Christ in God. They should excite us, 
especially when articulated by gifted poets and composers. By singing and making melody in our hearts to 
the Lord we can savour the great Bible truths. The Gospel has the most exalted themes on earth, such 
as: the glory of  the Son of  God! the mystery of  His incarnation! His incredible life! the fathomless 
depths opened at Calvary and the awesome vistas of  His Resurrection! Worship is about God’s 
greatness, but Christian worship is extoling what Jesus was, what Jesus is, Jesus did, what 
Jesus does. Jesus is the reason we worship and it is the Holy Spirit who gives us the ability to speak 
and sing—no other faith on earth has that distinction! 
The OT is full of  songs—the Psalms are a actually a hymn-book:  
My heart, O God, is steadfast; I will sing and make music with all my soul.Ps.108:1  
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And so of  course, the early Church sang psalms and hymns together:  
What then shall we say, brothers and sisters? When you come together, each of  you has a hymn, or a word of  
instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. Everything must be done so that the church may be built 
up.1Cor.14:26  

be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music 
from your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of  our Lord Jesus 
Christ.Eph.5:18-20   
And we should teach one another through our singing:  
Let the peace of  Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of  one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 
Let the message of  Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through 
psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. And whatever you do, whether 
in word or deed, do it all in the name of  the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.Col.3:15-17  

But we are Christians and under the New Covenant—if  we base our songs on the Psalms 
alone will lose the wonder of  our salvation! We have a right in Church to expect songs with 
Christian content. Isaac Watts (1674–1748) actually revised all but twelve of  the 150 psalms “to 
make David speak like a Christian” because he was committed to directing the attention of  worshippers 
the person and work of  Jesus Christ. Today congregations fervently sing lines that sometimes have 
no identifiable Bible base—often no deity is named and some could be sung by followers of  any 
religion. John Wesley was always anxious that his brother Charles’ verses should have sound theology 
and we need to be careful that the hymns and songs we use give expression to the wonderful works 
of  God in Christ.  
And if  liturgy (i.e. a structured form of  worship) is based on the Bible (but in particular, the New 
Covenant) then borrowed prayers from other Believers can also be really helpful—e.g. “The Puritan 
Prayers” etc. 
Do we worship the same God that Abraham, Isaac and Jacob worshipped? 
Yes we do! We worship the same God that Abraham, Isaac and Jacob worshipped because God 
doesn’t change 
God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of  your fathers—the God of  Abraham, the 
God of  Isaac and the God of  Jacob—has sent me to you.' “This is my name forever, the name you shall call me from 
generation to generation.Ex.3:15 
But about the resurrection of  the dead—have you not read what God said to you, ‘I am the God of  Abraham, the 
God of  Isaac, and the God of  Jacob'? He is not the God of  the dead but of  the living.”Matt.22:31-32 
“Fellow Israelites, why does this surprise you? Why do you stare at us as if  by our own power or godliness we had 
made this man walk? The God of  Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of  our fathers, has glorified his servant 
Jesus.Acts.3:12-13 
But we don’t worship in the same way that Abraham, Isaac and Jacob worshipped—or David, or 
Isaiah, or even John the Baptist. We are New Covenant Believers 
If  perfection could have been attained through the Levitical priesthood (for on the basis of  it the law was given to the 
people), why was there still need for another priest to come—one in the order of  Melchizedek, not in the order of  
Aaron? For when there is a change of  the priesthood, there must also be a change of  the law… For the law appoints 
as high priests men who are weak; but the oath, which came after the law, appointed the Son, who has been made 
perfect forever. The point of  what we are saying is this: We do have such a high priest, who sat down at the right hand 
of  the throne of  the Majesty in heaven, and who serves in the sanctuary, the true tabernacle set up by the Lord, not 
by man.Heb.7:11-8:2 
“What I'm about to tell you is true. No one more important than John the Baptist has ever been born. But the least 
important person in the kingdom of  heaven is more important than he is. Since the days of  John the Baptist, the 
kingdom of  heaven has been advancing with force. And forceful people are taking hold of  it. All the Prophets and 
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the Law prophesied until John came. If  you are willing to accept it, John is the Elijah who was supposed to come. 
Those who have ears should listen.Matt.11:11-15 
We worship God directly, without a human mediator 
For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself  as a ransom 
for all men—the testimony given in its proper time. And for this purpose I was appointed a herald and an apostle—
I am telling the truth, I am not lying—and a teacher of  the true faith to the Gentiles.1Tim.2:5-7 
For the Christian, there are no individual “holy” places—we are now holy and so everywhere is holy 
when we go there! 
“Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim 
that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.” Jesus declared, “Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you 
will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You Samaritans worship what you do not know; 
we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of  worshipers the Father seeks. God is 
spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.”Jn.4:19-24 
You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning with fire; to darkness, gloom and storm; to 
a trumpet blast or to such a voice speaking words that those who heard it begged that no further word be spoken to 
them, because they could not bear what was commanded: “If  even an animal touches the mountain, it must be stoned.” 
The sight was so terrifying that Moses said, “I am trembling with fear.” But you have come to Mount Zion, to the 
heavenly Jerusalem, the city of  the living God. You have come to thousands upon thousands of  angels in joyful assembly, 
to the church of  the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God, the judge of  all men, to the 
spirits of  righteous men made perfect, to Jesus the mediator of  a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks 
a better word than the blood of  Abel.Heb.12:18-24 
The “Holy City” of  Jerusalem is the Redeemed, the Bride of  Christ. It is people not a place 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no 
longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of  heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Now the dwelling of  God is 
with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself  will be with them and be their God. 
He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order 
of  things has passed away.”Rev.21:1-4 
 
What does it mean to be a “Christian”? 
A Christian is a follower of  Christ—of  the “The Way” 
Jesus is The Way and He is the only way to God.  
Jesus said: I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except through me.Jn.14:6 
Five times in the New Testament, Believers are called “Followers of  the Way.” 
He went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if  he found any there who 
belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. Acts.9:2 
But some of  them became obstinate; they refused to believe and publicly maligned the Way. So Paul left them. He took 
the disciples with him and had discussions daily in the lecture hall of  Tyrannus. Acts.19:9 
About that time there arose a great disturbance about the Way.Acts.9:23 
However, I admit that I worship the God of  our ancestors as a follower of  the Way, which they call a sect. I believe 
everything that is in accordance with the Law and that is written in the Prophets, and I have the same hope in God 
as these men themselves have, that there will be a resurrection of  both the righteous and the wicked. Acts.24:14, 
Then Felix, who was well acquainted with the Way, adjourned the proceedings. Acts.24:22  
Because Believers were dogmatic in their conviction that Jesus is Christ and is the only way to God 
and thus for salvation, they were persecuted and given the name “Christian” (little “christs”) to ridicule 
them.  
The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch.Acts11:26 
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 But it is better to be right and ridiculed for it, than to be wrong and live a comfortable life.  
If  you are insulted because of  the name of  Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of  glory and of  God rests on you. 
If  you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief  or any other kind of  criminal, or even as a meddler. However, 
if  you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name.1Pet.4:14-16 For I envied the 
arrogant when I saw the prosperity of  the wicked… When I tried to understand all this, it troubled me deeply till I 
entered the sanctuary of  God; then I understood their final destiny.Ps.73:3;16-17  

Because we are in Christ (that is, our identity is joined to Jesus’ identity), we too are anointed.  
Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, set his seal of  ownership on us, and 
put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.2Cor.1:21-22  

A Christian is God’s “anointed-one”—anointed and empowered by God—and this is not an insult but 
an honour: The apostles went out of  the High Council overjoyed because they had been given the honour of  being 
dishonoured on account of  the Name.Acts.5:41 
Anointed means smeared and painted with the Holy Spirit 
Get up, you officers, oil the shields!Is.21:5  
He says, “I will build myself  a large palace with spacious upper rooms.” He cuts windows in its walls, panels it with 
cedar, and paints its rooms red.Jer.22:14 
How is Christianity different from Judaism? 
Christianity is the successor to Judaism. Before Jesus was born, Judaism was God’s appointed religion 
and involved following the Law as delivered by Moses. Moses prophesied about a coming Messiah 
who would bring spiritual deliverance  
Moses said, ‘The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me. He will be one of  your own people. You must 
listen to everything he tells you. Those who do not listen to him will be completely cut off  from their people.’ “Samuel 
and all the prophets after him spoke about this. They said these days would come. What the prophets said was meant 
for you. The covenant God made with your people long ago is yours also. He said to Abraham, ‘All nations on earth 
will be blessed through your children.’ God raised up Jesus, who serves him. God sent him first to you. He did it to 
bless you. He wanted to turn each of  you from your evil ways.”Acts.3:22-26 
Judaism before Jesus was looking forward to the Messiah. Judaism after Jesus is a denial that Jesus is 
the Messiah (Christ)—and of  everything that God has done through Him.  
Who is the liar? It is whoever denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a person is the antichrist—denying the Father and 
the Son. No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father also. As for you, 
see that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If  it does, you also will remain in the Son and in the 
Father. And this is what he promised us—eternal life.1Jn.5:22-25 
Christianity is a Christ-religion and a Christian is a follower of  Christ—and we have Jesus Christ in 
Person not just as a Promise! 
The former regulation is set aside because it was weak and useless (for the law made nothing perfect), and a better 
hope is introduced, by which we draw near to God.Heb.7:18-19 
Remember those earlier days after you had received the light, when you endured in a great conflict full of  suffering. 
Sometimes you were publicly exposed to insult and persecution; at other times you stood side by side with those who 
were so treated. You suffered along with those in prison and joyfully accepted the confiscation of  your property, because 
you knew that you yourselves had better and lasting possessions. So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly 
rewarded.Heb.10:32-35 
Those who want to impress people by means of  the flesh are trying to compel you to be circumcised. The only reason 
they do this is to avoid being persecuted for the cross of  Christ. Not even those who are circumcised keep the law, yet 
they want you to be circumcised that they may boast about your circumcision in the flesh. May I never boast except in 
the cross of  our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. Neither 
circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything; what counts is the new creation. Peace and mercy to all who follow 
this rule—to the Israel of  God.Gal.6:12-16 
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The early Church struggled to shake off  their Old Covenant roots, but when the Temple was 
destroyed it finalised the transition from Old to New Covenant.  
How important is the Bible to our worship? 
The Bible is our only point of  reference about God. Of  course we have traditions and cultural values 
that have evolved over centuries—but they must never usurp the Scriptures 
But I want you to continue to follow what you have learned. Don't give up what you are sure of. You know the people 
you learned it from. You have known the Holy Scriptures ever since you were a little child. They are able to teach you 
how to be saved by believing in Christ Jesus. God has breathed life into all of  Scripture. It is useful for teaching us 
what is true. It is useful for correcting our mistakes. It is useful for making our lives whole again. It is useful for 
training us to do what is right. By using Scripture, a man of  God can be completely prepared to do every good 
thing.2Tim.3:14-17 
Praying with the borrowed words of  the Bible is the best way to build our relationship with God 
on a solid basis. 
 In his book Psalms: The Prayer Book of  the Bible, Bonhoeffer writes,  
“We learn to speak to God because God has spoken to us and speaks to us. … God’s speech in Jesus Christ meets 
us in the Holy Scriptures. If  we wish to pray with confidence and gladness, then the words of  Holy Scripture will have 
to be the solid basis of  our prayer.”  
What is the Christian’s hope? 
The Resurrection from the dead—unto eternal life 
Paul, a servant of  God and an apostle of  Jesus Christ for the faith of  God's elect and the knowledge of  the truth that 
leads to godliness—a faith and knowledge resting on the hope of  eternal life, which God, who does not lie, promised 
before the beginning of  time, and at his appointed season he brought his word to light through the preaching entrusted to 
me by the command of  God our Savior,Tit.1:1-3 
Having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of  eternal life. This is a trustworthy 
saying. Tit.3:7-8 
I have the same hope in God that these men have. I believe that both the godly and the ungodly will rise from the dead. 
Although Paul had the same hope in God as his fellow Jews, Paul also had faith—which they didn’t. 
Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.Heb.11:1  

Many religions teach that there is life after death and some even teach that there is a judgement but 
only Christianity teaches that we can know for sure that we will rise to everlasting life. This is because 
God has already judged us, found us guilty and paid the penalty for our sins.  
He suffered the things we should have suffered. He took on himself  the pain that should have been ours. But we thought 
God was punishing him. We thought God was wounding him and making him suffer. But the servant was pierced because 
we had sinned. He was crushed because we had done what was evil. He was punished to make us whole again. His 
wounds have healed us. All of  us are like sheep. We have wandered away from God. All of  us have turned to our own 
way. And the LORD has placed on his servant the sins of  all of  us.Is.53:4-6  

The Christian’s hope is a certain hope not a might-be hope!  
We who have fled to take hold of  the hope offered to us may be greatly encouraged. We have this hope as an anchor 
for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, where Jesus, who went before us, has entered 
on our behalf. Heb.6:18-20 
Praise be to the God and Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living 
hope through the resurrection of  Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or 
fade—kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of  the salvation that is 
ready to be revealed in the last time.1Pet.1:3-5 

Holiness (purity) 
Dear friends, now we are children of  God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that 
when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. Everyone who has this hope in him purifies 
himself, just as he is pure.1Jn.3:2-3 
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Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of  the 
glory of  God. Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 
perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out 
his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.Rom.5:1-5 
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25/10/2023 
Ps.88 
Video: The Insanity of  God 1:13:48 
God expects that every man (and woman) will do their duty.  
My brothers, I have fulfilled my duty to God in all good conscience to this day.Acts.23:1 
Questions 
What is our Christian duty? 
What does “Jesus is Lord” really mean? 
Does is matter what we say—what our conversation and vocabulary is like? 
Does is matter how we live—our lifestyle, our behaviour, our dress-code, the company we 
keep?  
How much effort do we need to make to live a Christian life? 
How can we be confident that we will do our duty toward God? 
Comments 
What is our Christian duty? 
Our chief  duty as Christians is to love God—totally 
“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' This is the first and greatest commandment.Matt.22:36-38  
To love God means to honour and obey Him—and to reverence and respect Him.  
The LORD our God has secrets known to no one. We are not accountable for them, but we and our children are 
accountable forever for all that he has revealed to us, so that we may obey all the terms of  these instructions.Deut.29:29 
The Westminster Shorter Catechism consist of  107 questions about Christian Doctrine together 
with answers from Scripture. It was completed in 1647 by the Westminster Assembly with the 
assistance of  Commissioners from the Church of  Scotland, as a part of  the Covenanted uniformity 
in religion betwixt the Churches of  Christ in the kingdoms of  Scotland, England and Ireland.  
Q. 1. What is the chief  end of  man? A. Man’s chief  end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him for 
ever.  
Q. 2. What rule hath God given to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy him? A. The Word 
of  God, which is contained in the Scriptures of  the Old and New Testaments, is the only rule to 
direct us how we may glorify and enjoy him. 
Q. 3. What do the Scriptures principally teach? A. The Scriptures principally teach what man is 
to believe concerning God, and what duty God requires of  man. 
Our duty also includes proclaiming the good news about Jesus Christ—to testify about our 
faith:  
Your duty is to go and preach about the Kingdom of  God.Lk.9:60 

Yet I have written you quite boldly on some points to remind you of  them again, because of  the grace God gave me to 
be a minister of  Christ Jesus to the Gentiles. He gave me the priestly duty of  proclaiming the gospel of  God, so that 
the Gentiles might become an offering acceptable to God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. Therefore I glory in Christ 
Jesus in my service to God.Rom.15:15-17 

Our testimony is seen as much as it is heard and so we have a duty to honour God by the way we 
live. God has given us an abundant life:  
My purpose is to give them a rich and satisfying life.Jn.10:10  
This abundant life includes being joyful and enthusiastic  
Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Phil.4:4 
Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervour, serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, 
faithful in prayer.Rom.12:11-12 
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God expects us to use the gifts He has given and be generous 
Each of  you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves 
a cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, 
you will abound in every good work.2Cor.9:7-8 
Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so 
uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. Command them to 
do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. In this way they will lay up treasure for 
themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of  the life that is truly life.1Tim.6:17-
19 
Good will come to those who are generous and lend freely, who conduct their affairs with justice.Ps.112:5 
The generous will themselves be blessed, for they share their food with the poor.Prov.22:9 
One person gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty. A generous person will 
prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.Prov.11:24-25 
What does “Jesus is Lord” really mean? 
Jesus is Lord means that He is Sovereign—He is in control of  everything. Jesus is either 
Lord of  all or not lord at all! 
I now realize how true it is that God does not show favouritism but accepts men from every nation who fear him and 
do what is right. You know the message God sent to the people of  Israel, telling the good news of  peace through Jesus 
Christ, who is Lord of  all. Acts.10:34-36 
For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the Lord of  both the dead and the 
living.Rom.14:9 
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of  
Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of  God the Father.Phil.2:9-11 
Jesus is our Lord means that He is our Master, that we belong to Him and we are His 
obedient servants—which means that we are saved! 
“The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the word of  faith we are proclaiming: That if  
you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you 
will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you 
confess and are saved. As the Scripture says, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame.”Rom.10:8-
11 
Therefore I tell you that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of  God says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, 
“Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.1Cor.12:3 
Our confession of  this simple statement: “Jesus is Lord” means that our whole life is 
dedicated to God’s service. Our daily life is an act of  worship because we are serving God:  
Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, since you know that you will 
receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.Col.3:23-24 
Jesus is Lord also means that we follow His example:  
When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do you understand what I 
have done for you?” he asked them. “You call me ‘Teacher' and ‘Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am. 
Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. I have set you 
an example that you should do as I have done for you. Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, 
nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if  you do 
them. “I am not referring to all of  you; I know those I have chosen. But this is to fulfil this passage of  Scripture: ‘He 
who shared my bread has turned against me.'Jn.13:12-18 
Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,' and do not do what I say? As for everyone who comes to me and 
hears my words and puts them into practice, I will show you what they are like. They are like a man building a 
house… Lk.6:46-48 
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So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, rooted and built up in him, 
strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. See to it that no one takes you captive 
through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of  this world 
rather than on Christ.Col.2:6-8 
Does is matter what we say—what our conversation and vocabulary is like? 
Yes! 
Jesus is the Truth 
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.Jn.14:6 
We can only worship God in spirit and in truth (not a lie or falsehood) 
Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, 
for they are the kind of  worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and 
in truth.Jn.4:23-24 
Words can shave the power of  life and death—they can heal or kill and they will aquit us or 
condemn us: 
Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of  Man will be forgiven, but anyone who speaks against the Holy Spirit 
will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come. Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a tree 
bad and its fruit will be bad, for a tree is recognized by its fruit. You brood of  vipers, how can you who are evil say 
anything good? For out of  the overflow of  the heart the mouth speaks. The good man brings good things out of  the 
good stored up in him, and the evil man brings evil things out of  the evil stored up in him. But I tell you that men will 
have to give account on the day of  judgment for every careless word they have spoken. For by your words you will be 
acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned.”Matt.12:32-37 
Wise men store up knowledge, but the mouth of  a fool invites ruin.Prov.10:14 
We all stumble in many ways. If  anyone is never at fault in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to keep his whole 
body in check.Jas.3:2 
The tongue has the power of  life and death, and those who love it will eat its fruit.Prov.18:21 
Wisdom is found on the lips of  the discerning, but a rod is for the back of  one who has no sense. The wise store up 
knowledge, but the mouth of  a fool invites ruin.Prov.10:13-14 
Although Eliphaz said some true things, he used them out of  context and made God angry! 
Your sin prompts your mouth; you adopt the tongue of  the crafty. Your own mouth condemns you, not mine; your own 
lips testify against you.Job.15:5-6 
After the LORD had said these things to Job, he said to Eliphaz the Temanite, “I am angry with you and your two 
friends, because you have not spoken of  me what is right, as my servant Job has.Job.42:7 
Our words should be gracious and wholesome 
Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of  every opportunity. Let your conversation be always full 
of  grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.Col.4:5-6 
Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of  your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according 
to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of  God, with whom you were 
sealed for the day of  redemption. Get rid of  all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form 
of  malice. Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.Eph.4:29-
32 
But now you must also rid yourselves of  all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from 
your lips. Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off  your old self  with its practices and have put on the new 
self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of  its Creator.Col.3:8-10 
Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of  place, but rather thanksgiving. For of  
this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person—such a person is an idolater—has any inheritance in the 
kingdom of  Christ and of  God. Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of  such things God's wrath 
comes on those who are disobedient. Therefore do not be partners with them.Eph.5:4-7 
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Does is matter how we live—our lifestyle, our behaviour, our dress-code, the company we 
keep?  
Yes 
Do not be misled: “Bad company corrupts good character.” Come back to your senses as you ought, and stop sinning; 
for there are some who are ignorant of  God—I say this to your shame.1Cor.15:33-34 
Do not make friends with a hot-tempered person, do not associate with one easily angered, or you may learn their ways 
and get yourself  ensnared.Prov.22:24-25 
Make the Master proud of  you by being good citizens. Respect the authorities, whatever their level; they are God's 
emissaries for keeping order. It is God's will that by doing good, you might cure the ignorance of  the fools who think 
you're a danger to society. Exercise your freedom by serving God, not by breaking the rules. Treat everyone you meet 
with dignity. Love your spiritual family. Revere God. Respect the government.1Pet.2:13-17 
 
Respect 
You dress for hunting not merely as a courtesy to the famer whose land you intend to gallop but also 
because you are rising to the occasion. Dressing places ritual and ceremony at the centre of  society 
where they belong. Egalitarians dislike this. Through ceremonial dress people show their respect for 
rules, offices and hierarchies, and recreate the image of  courtliness. 
Roger Scrouton, On Hunting, p.40 
How much effort do we need to make to live a Christian life? 
No effort to become a Christian—but we should make every effort to live as a Christian 
We do this by making the right choices—and correcting the wrong choices! 
But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil.Heb.5:14 
Therefore the Lord himself  will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call 
him Immanuel. He will eat curds and honey when he knows enough to reject the wrong and choose the right. But before 
the boy knows enough to reject the wrong and choose the right, the land of  the two kings you dread will be laid 
waste.Is.7:14-16 
In the NIV translation we are told 8 times to “make every effort”:  
Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able 
to.Lk13:24  

Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification.Rom.14:19  
Make every effort to keep the unity of  the Spirit through the bond of  peace.Eph.4:3  
Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest, so that no one will perish by following their example of  
disobedience.Heb.4:11  

Make every effort to live in peace with everyone and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord.Heb.12:14  
For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge… For if  you possess 
these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of  
our Lord Jesus Christ.2Pet.1:5-8  

Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm your calling and election. For if  you do these things, 
you will never stumble, and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of  our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ.2Pet.1:10-11  

So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at 
peace with him.2Pet.3:14 
How can we be confident that we will do our duty toward God? 
Our confidence is not our own righteousness 
Think how you have instructed many, how you have strengthened feeble hands. Your words have supported those who 
stumbled; you have strengthened faltering knees. But now trouble comes to you, and you are discouraged; it strikes you, 
and you are dismayed. Should not your piety be your confidence and your blameless ways your hope? Consider now: 
Who, being innocent, has ever perished? Where were the upright ever destroyed? As I have observed, those who plow 
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evil and those who sow trouble reap it. At the breath of  God they perish; at the blast of  his anger they are no 
more.Job.4:3-9 
To some who were confident of  their own righteousness and looked down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable: 
“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood up and 
prayed about himself: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like 
this tax collector. I fast twice a week and give a tenth of  all I get.' But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would 
not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.' I tell you that this man, 
rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself  will be humbled, and he who 
humbles himself  will be exalted.”Lk.17:9-14 
“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will 
also be dishonest with much. So if  you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with 
true riches? And if  you have not been trustworthy with someone else's property, who will give you property of  your 
own? No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one 
and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.” The Pharisees, who loved money, heard all this and 
were sneering at Jesus. He said to them, “You are the ones who justify yourselves in the eyes of  others, but God knows 
your hearts. What people value highly is detestable in God's sight.Lk.16:10-15 
Our confidence is in God 
And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of  the world. If  anyone acknowledges 
that Jesus is the Son of  God, God lives in him and he in God. And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. 
God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. In this way, love is made complete among us so that 
we will have confidence on the day of  judgment, because in this world we are like him. There is no fear in love. But 
perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in 
love.1Jn.4:14-18 
And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident and unashamed before him at 
his coming. If  you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who does what is right has been born of  him. 
How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of  God! And that is what we 
are!1Jn.2:28-3:1 
God will complete what He has started: 
being confident of  this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of  Christ 
Jesus.Phil.1:6 
Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence—
continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order 
to fulfil his good purpose.Phil.2:12-13 
In love he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will—to 
the praise of  his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves.Eph.1:5-6 
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18/10/2023 
Ps.87 
Video: The Insanity of  God 1.9:40 
Witness for Jesus 1.9:27-1.13:38 
Questions 
Why should we keep the basics of  our Christian faith simple, sound and scriptural? 
What does it mean to be God Chosen People? 
What does it mean to know God’s Will? 
What does it mean to see God? 
What does it mean to hear from God? 
What does it mean to be God’s Witness 
Comments 
Why should we keep the basics of  our Christian faith simple, sound and scriptural? 
Faith is simple (uncomplicated) 
He called a little child and had him stand among them. And he said: “I tell you the truth, unless you change and 
become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of  heaven. Therefore, whoever humbles himself  like this 
child is the greatest in the kingdom of  heaven.Matt.18:2-4 
We don’t need lots of  faith—just living faith 
The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” He replied, “If  you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you 
can say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,' and it will obey you.Lk.17:5-6 
The Scriptures are our point of  reference for all spiritual and moral matters 
Consult God’s instruction and the testimony of  warning. If  anyone does not speak according to this word, they have 
no light of  dawn. Distressed and hungry… they will become enraged and, looking upward, will curse their king and 
their God. Then they will look toward the earth and see only distress and darkness and fearful gloom.Is.8:20-22  
The Bible is meant to be understood 
So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination that causes desolation,' spoken of  through the prophet Daniel—
let the reader understand—then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.Matt.24:15-16 (also Mk.13:14) 
But we need our spiritual eyes opened in order to understand spiritual truths 
He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written 
about me in the Law of  Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” Then he opened their minds so they could understand 
the Scriptures. He told them, “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third 
day, and repentance and forgiveness of  sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem.Lk.24:44-47 
The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that 
we may follow all the words of  this law.Deut.29:29 
Some of  the Scripture may appear difficult to understand,  
Bear in mind that our Lord's patience means salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom 
that God gave him. He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of  these matters. His letters contain 
some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures, 
to their own destruction.2Pet.3:15-16 
But we have the mind of  Christ 
This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing 
spiritual truths in spiritual words. The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit 
of  God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned. The 
spiritual man makes judgments about all things, but he himself  is not subject to any man's judgment: “For who has 
known the mind of  the Lord that he may instruct him?” But we have the mind of  Christ.1Cor.2:13-16 
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But their minds were made dull, for to this day the same veil remains when the old covenant is read. It has not been 
removed, because only in Christ is it taken away. Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts. But 
whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.2Cor.3:14-16 
What does it mean to be God’s Chosen People? 
Jesus was God’s chosen Servant 
Aware of  this, Jesus withdrew from that place. Many followed him, and he healed all their sick, warning them not 
to tell who he was. This was to fulfil what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah: “Here is my servant whom I have 
chosen, the one I love, in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him, and he will proclaim justice to the nations. He 
will not quarrel or cry out; no one will hear his voice in the streets. A bruised reed he will not break, and a 
smouldering wick he will not snuff  out, till he leads justice to victory. In his name the nations will put their 
hope.”Matt.12:15-21 
Jesus has chosen us 
I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you 
friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose 
you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in 
my name. This is my command: Love each other.Jn.15:15-17 
As God’s Chosen people, we are to be like Jesus 
Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience.Col.3:12 
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the 
praises of  him who called you out of  darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but now you are 
the people of  God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.1Pet.2:9-10 
God is sovereign and can do what He chooses 
For many are invited [called], but few are chosen.Matt.22:14 
They will make war against the Lamb. But the Lamb will overcome them because he is the most powerful Lord of  
all and the greatest King of  all. His appointed, chosen and faithful followers will be with him.”Rev.17:14 
To God's elect, exiles scattered throughout the provinces of  Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, who 
have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of  God the Father, through the sanctifying work of  the Spirit, to be 
obedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkled with his blood: Grace and peace be yours in abundance.1Pet.1:-2 
But we are chosen for a purpose—to bear fruit and to share in Jesus’ glory: 
But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God chose you to 
be saved through the sanctifying work of  the Spirit and through belief  in the truth. He called you to this through our 
gospel, that you might share in the glory of  our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the 
teachings we passed on to you, whether by word of  mouth or by letter.2Thess.2:13-15 
To know God has chosen us gives us confidence  
But you, O Israel, my servant, Jacob, whom I have chosen, you descendants of  Abraham my friend, I took you from 
the ends of  the earth, from its farthest corners I called you. I said, ‘You are my servant'; I have chosen you and have 
not rejected you. So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and 
help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.Is.41:8-10 
They will make war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will overcome them because he is Lord of  lords and King of  
kings—and with him will be his called, chosen and faithful followers.Rev.17:14 
We can know that we are chosen because we responded to the Gospel 
For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, because our gospel came to you not simply with words, 
but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction. You know how we lived among you for your 
sake. You became imitators of  us and of  the Lord; in spite of  severe suffering, you welcomed the message with the 
joy given by the Holy Spirit.1Thess.1:4-6 
We are not chosen because of  our own natural qualities but because of  God’s grace 
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Brothers, think of  what you were when you were called. Not many of  you were wise by human standards; not many 
were influential; not many were of  noble birth. But God chose the foolish things of  the world to shame the wise; God 
chose the weak things of  the world to shame the strong. He chose the lowly things of  this world and the despised 
things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, so that no one may boast before him. It is 
because of  him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, 
holiness and redemption. Therefore, as it is written: “Let him who boasts boast in the Lord.”1Cor.1:26-31 
For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you out of  all the peoples on 
the face of  the earth to be his people, his treasured possession. The LORD did not set his affection on you and 
choose you because you were more numerous than other peoples, for you were the fewest of  all peoples. But it was 
because the LORD loved you and kept the oath he swore to your ancestors that he brought you out with a mighty 
hand and redeemed you from the land of  slavery, from the power of  Pharaoh king of  Egypt. Know therefore that 
the LORD your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his covenant of  love to a thousand generations of  those 
who love him and keep his commandments.Deut.7:6-9 
What does it mean to know God’s Will? 
“Then he said: ‘The God of  our fathers has chosen you to know his will and to see the Righteous One and to hear 
words from his mouth. You will be his witness to all men of  what you have seen and heard. And now what are you 
waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, calling on his name.'Acts.22:14-16 
To know God’s will means we learn about it AND do it 
Whoever does God's will is my brother and sister and mother.”Mk.3:35 
“What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work today 
in the vineyard.' “‘I will not,' he answered, but later he changed his mind and went. “Then the father went to the 
other son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I will, sir,' but he did not go. “Which of  the two did what his 
father wanted?”Matt.21:28-31 
Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of  God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to 
God—this is your spiritual act of  worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of  this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of  your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, 
pleasing and perfect will.Rom.12:1-2 
“My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of  him who sent me and to finish his work.Jn.4:34 
Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of  Man will give you. On 
him God the Father has placed his seal of  approval.” Then they asked him, “What must we do to do the works 
God requires?” Jesus answered, “The work of  God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.”Jn.6:27-29 
Jesus answered, “My teaching is not my own. It comes from him who sent me. If  anyone chooses to do God's will, he 
will find out whether my teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my own.Jn.7:16-17 
Obey them not only to win their favour when their eye is on you, but like slaves of  Christ, doing the will of  God 
from your heart. Serve wholeheartedly, as if  you were serving the Lord, not men, because you know that the Lord 
will reward everyone for whatever good he does, whether he is slave or free  
So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded. You need to persevere so that when you have done 
the will of  God, you will receive what he has promised.Heb.10:35-36 
The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of  God lives forever.1Jn.2:17 
What does it mean to see God? 
Few of  us will see the resurrected Jesus physically as Paul did, but we can all see Jesus spiritually 
when we meet together (i.e. be aware of  His presence with us).  
Where two or three people meet together in my name, I am there with them.Matt.18:20  

So when you are assembled and I am with you in spirit, and the power of  our Lord Jesus is present.1Cor.5:4  

However, we don’t need feelings to have faith—there is a greater blessing of  believing 
without “seeing”:  
Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.Jn.20:29  

We can also see Jesus in the Scriptures:  
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The Scriptures you study give witness about me.Jn.5:39 Then Philip began with that same part of  Scripture. He told 
him the good news about Jesus.Acts.8:35  
To see God means to see the spiritual realities 
After this I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven. And the voice I had first heard speaking to me 
like a trumpet said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this.” At once I was in the Spirit, and 
there before me was a throne in heaven with someone sitting on it. And the one who sat there had the appearance of  jasper 
and carnelian. A rainbow, resembling an emerald, encircled the throne. Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other 
thrones, and seated on them were twenty-four elders. They were dressed in white and had crowns of  gold on their heads. From 
the throne came flashes of  lightning, rumblings and peals of  thunder. Before the throne, seven lamps were blazing. These are 
the seven spirits of  God. Also before the throne there was what looked like a sea of  glass, clear as crystal. In the centre, 
around the throne, were four living creatures, and they were covered with eyes, in front and in back. The first living creature 
was like a lion, the second was like an ox, the third had a face like a man, the fourth was like a flying eagle. Each of  the 
four living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under his wings. Day and night they never stop 
saying: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come.”Rev.4:1-8 
What does it mean to hear from God? 
Today, God speaks to us through Jesus:  
In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last 
days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of  all things, and through whom also he made the 
universe.Heb.1:1-2 

 Although we base our faith on all of  the Scriptures, we must read them in the light of  
Jesus’ life, death, resurrection and ascension because we are New Covenant Believers.  
But blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they hear. For truly I tell you, many prophets and 
righteous people longed to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.Matt.13:16-17 
To hear from God means that we are open and sensitive to the Holy Spirit and the 
Scriptures so we discern what is our soul and what is our spirit  
For the word of  God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul 
and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of  the heart.Heb.4:12 
What does it mean to be God’s Witness? 
A witness tells of  what they have personally seen and heard 
We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship 
is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. We write this to make our joy complete.1Jn.1:3-4 
As for us, we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard.Acts.4:20  
Testifying about Jesus doesn’t mean that we all have to knock on doors or preach on the streets—
but it does mean talking about Him.  
Testifying is sharing what we believe (and in the sharing of  what we believe we have a greater 
understanding):  
that the sharing of  your faith may become effective by the acknowledgment of  every good thing which is in you in Christ 
Jesus.Phile.1:6  

But make sure in your hearts that Christ is Lord. Always be ready to give an answer to anyone who asks you about 
the hope you have. Be ready to give the reason for it. But do it gently and with respect. Live so that you don't have to 
feel you've done anything wrong. Some people may say evil things about your good conduct as believers in Christ. If  
they do, they will be put to shame for speaking like that about you. It is better to suffer for doing good than for doing 
evil if  that's what God wants.1Pet.3:15-17 
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11/10/2023 
No Bible Study 
What is prophecy? 
Can anyone prophesy? 
Is there a difference between OT Prophets and NT Prophets? 
What should we do when we are given a prophecy? 
Are we obliged to act on a prophecy (even if  a respected and reputable person gives it)? 
How do we ensure that we are not deceived by people purporting to “hear from God”? 
Comments 
What is prophecy? 
Prophecy is predominately forth-telling but it can be fore-telling as well.  
However, NT Prophecy is primarily Edification, Exhortation and Encouragement:  
But the one who prophesies speaks to people for their strengthening, encouraging and comfort.1Cor.14:3  

The gift of  prophecy, when rightly guarded and controlled by the infallible written Word, is a 
means of  high and true spiritual elevation for individual and church. But when used according to 
the dictates of  the human mind without regard to the Scriptures, it can be the means of  sinking 
both individual and church to the depths of  despair. It is not to be wondered at that an all-wise 
God has stated in unmistakable language and defined in the clearest possible manner the uses and 
purposes of  this extraordinary gift.G.Jeffreys 

True prophesy will never contradict Scripture and so we must always test prophesy with Scripture 
as interpreted under the New Covenant (i.e. through the death, resurrection and ascension of  Jesus 
Christ and the outpouring of  the Holy Spirit). 
The word of  the prophets is made more certain. We have that word. You must pay attention to it. It is like a light 
shining in a dark place. It will shine until the day Jesus comes. Then the Morning Star will rise in your hearts. 
Above all, here is what you must understand. No prophecy in Scripture ever came from a prophet's own 
understanding. It never came simply because a prophet wanted it to. Instead, the Holy Spirit guided the prophets as 
they spoke. So prophecy [i.e. Scripture] comes from God.2Pet.1:19-21 
Can anyone prophesy? 
Yes and No! Non-Christians can’t prophesy because they do not have the Holy Spirit  
However, as it is written: “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for 
those who love him”—but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things 
of  God. For who among men knows the thoughts of  a man except the man's spirit within him? In the same way no 
one knows the thoughts of  God except the Spirit of  God. We have not received the spirit of  the world but the Spirit 
who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us. This is what we speak, not in words taught 
us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words. The man 
without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of  God, for they are foolishness to him, and he 
cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned. The spiritual man makes judgments about all things, 
but he himself  is not subject to any man's judgment: “For who has known the mind of  the Lord that he may 
instruct him?” But we have the mind of  Christ.1Cor.2:9-16 
God can use non-Christians in the same way that He can use anything—God used a donkey 
When the donkey saw the angel of  the LORD, she lay down under Balaam, and he was angry and beat her with 
his staff. Then the LORD opened the donkey's mouth, and she said to Balaam, “What have I done to you to make 
you beat me these three times?”Nu.22:27-28 
God used Caiaphas the High Priest.  
Then one of  them, named Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, spoke up, “You know nothing at all! You do not 
realize that it is better for you that one man die for the people than that the whole nation perish.” He did not say 
this on his own, but as high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the Jewish nation, and not only for 
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that nation but also for the scattered children of  God, to bring them together and make them one. So from that day 
on they plotted to take his life.Jn.11:49-53 
The Priests’ hierarchy (including the High Priest) were of  the party of  Sadducees who were anti-
Christ as well as anti-God 
Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members of  the party of  the Sadducees, were filled with 
jealousy. They arrested the apostles and put them in the public jail.Acts.5:17-18 
When he said this, a dispute broke out between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the assembly was divided. (The 
Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, and that there are neither angels nor spirits, but the Pharisees 
acknowledge them all.)Acts.23:7-8 
And so Caiaphas could not prophesy as a Believer—but God still used him.  
However, there is no reason for us to listen to spiritual advices from non-Christians—or even 
people who purport to be Christians but peddle heresies or false doctrines.   
Many deceivers, who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh, have gone out into the world. Any such 
person is the deceiver and the antichrist. Watch out that you do not lose what you have worked for, but that you may 
be rewarded fully. Anyone who runs ahead and does not continue in the teaching of  Christ does not have God; 
whoever continues in the teaching has both the Father and the Son. If  anyone comes to you and does not bring this 
teaching, do not take him into your house or welcome him. Anyone who welcomes him shares in his wicked 
work.2Jn.1:7-11 
Concerning the coming of  our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask you, brothers, not to become 
easily unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy, report or letter supposed to have come from us, saying that the day of  the 
Lord has already come. Don't let anyone deceive you in any way,2Thess.2:1-3 
Is there a difference between OT Prophets and NT Prophets? 
Yes and No!  
Prophets under the OT and NT both communicate the Word of  God but NT Prophets do not 
give new revelation about our faith and doctrine—and neither do they give direction 
In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last 
days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of  all things, and through whom he made the universe. 
The Son is the radiance of  God's glory and the exact representation of  his being, sustaining all things by his 
powerful word.Heb.1:1-3 
IN the OT God dealt with nations, kingdom and people groups but under the New Covenant God 
deals with individuals. Thus under the New Covenant, prophets speak to individuals 
What should we do when we are given a prophecy? 
Test it! 
Two or three people should speak what God has revealed. Everyone else should decide whether what each person said 
is right or wrong.1Cor.14:29  

Do not put out the Spirit's fire; do not treat prophecies with contempt. Test everything. Hold on to the good. Avoid 
every kind of  evil. May God himself, the God of  peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, 
soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of  our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you is faithful and he 
will do it.1Thess.5:19-24  

Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false 
prophets have gone out into the world.1Jn.4:1-2 

Are we obliged to act on a prophecy (even if  a respected  
and reputable person gives it)? 
NO! The local Church is overseen by Overseers and Elders—these are the Pastors and other 
Church Leaders—not by prophets. We should listen, judge and then do what we believe that the 
Holy Spirit is saying to us.  
In the OT some prophets spoke “lies” in order to test people 
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and rode after the man of  God. He found him sitting under an oak tree and asked, “Are you the man of  God who 
came from Judah?” “I am,” he replied. So the prophet said to him, “Come home with me and eat.” The man of  
God said, “I cannot turn back and go with you, nor can I eat bread or drink water with you in this place. I have 
been told by the word of  the LORD: ‘You must not eat bread or drink water there or return by the way you came.'” 
The old prophet answered, “I too am a prophet, as you are. And an angel said to me by the word of  the LORD: 
‘Bring him back with you to your house so that he may eat bread and drink water.'” (But he was lying to him.) So 
the man of  God returned with him and ate and drank in his house. While they were sitting at the table, the word 
of  the LORD came to the old prophet who had brought him back. He cried out to the man of  God who had come 
from Judah, “This is what the LORD says: ‘You have defied the word of  the LORD and have not kept the 
command the LORD your God gave you. You came back and ate bread and drank water in the place where he told 
you not to eat or drink. Therefore your body will not be buried in the tomb of  your fathers.'” When the man of  God 
had finished eating and drinking, the prophet who had brought him back saddled his donkey for him. As he went on 
his way, a lion met him on the road and killed him, and his body was thrown down on the road, with both the 
donkey and the lion standing beside it.1Kg.13:14-24 
This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD during the reign of  Jehoiakim son of  Josiah king of  
Judah: “Go to the Recabite family and invite them to come to one of  the side rooms of  the house of  the LORD and 
give them wine to drink.” So I went to get Jaazaniah son of  Jeremiah, the son of  Habazziniah, and his brothers 
and all his sons—the whole family of  the Recabites. I brought them into the house of  the LORD, into the room of  
the sons of  Hanan son of  Igdaliah the man of  God. It was next to the room of  the officials, which was over that of  
Maaseiah son of  Shallum the doorkeeper. Then I set bowls full of  wine and some cups before the men of  the 
Recabite family and said to them, “Drink some wine.” But they replied, “We do not drink wine, because our 
forefather Jonadab son of  Recab gave us this command: ‘Neither you nor your descendants must ever drink wine. 
Also you must never build houses, sow seed or plant vineyards; you must never have any of  these things, but must 
always live in tents. Then you will live a long time in the land where you are nomads.' We have obeyed everything our 
forefather Jonadab son of  Recab commanded us. Neither we nor our wives nor our sons and daughters have ever 
drunk wine or built houses to live in or had vineyards, fields or crops. We have lived in tents and have fully obeyed 
everything our forefather Jonadab commanded us… Then the word of  the LORD came to Jeremiah, saying: “This 
is what the LORD Almighty, the God of  Israel, says: Go and tell the men of  Judah and the people of  Jerusalem, 
‘Will you not learn a lesson and obey my words?' declares the LORD.  Jonadab son of  Recab ordered his sons not 
to drink wine and this command has been kept. To this day they do not drink wine, because they obey their 
forefather's command. But I have spoken to you again and again, yet you have not obeyed me.Jer.35:1-14 
How do we ensure that we are not deceived by people purporting to “hear from God”? 
Stay in fellowship with God, His Word and His people. 
Be Bible literate 
Take counsel from trusted and credible Christians who have experience and a good reputation. 
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04/10/2023 
Ps.86 
Video: The Insanity of  God 64 
Questions 
What is the difference between preaching and other public speaking? 
Why is Church attendance important? 
Why is fellowship important? 
Why is reading Scripture important? 
Why is sharing our Faith important? 
Why is the Return of  Jesus important? 
Comments 
What is the difference between preaching and other public speaking? 
Preaching is proclaiming God’s Kingdom by communicating God’s Word 
From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of  heaven is near.” …Jesus went throughout 
Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of  the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness 
among the people. Matt.4:17-23 
“The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed until John. Since that time, the good news of  the kingdom of  God is 
being preached, and everyone is forcing his way into it [everyone is eager to get in. Or everyone is urged to enter 
in.]Lk.16:16 
Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of  season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and 
careful instruction. For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own 
desires, they will gather around them a great number of  teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. They will 
turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, 
do the work of  an evangelist, discharge all the duties of  your ministry.2Tim.4:2-5 
And at his appointed season he brought his word to light through the preaching entrusted to me by the command of  
God our Saviour,Tit.1:3 
He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. For through him we both 
have access to the Father by one Spirit.Eph.2:17-18 
Noah, a preacher of  righteousness,2Pet.2:5 
I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you by the grace of  Christ and are turning to a 
different gospel—which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying 
to pervert the gospel of  Christ. But even if  we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we 
preached to you, let him be eternally condemned! As we have already said, so now I say again: If  anybody is preaching 
to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let him be eternally condemned!Gal.1:6-9 
What does it mean to be blessed? 
Bless is literally good favour.  
To be blessed is to possess the favour of  God. Being blessed differs from just being happy—happy 
has the same root as happened (i.e. one’s lot or luck/chance/circumstances) 
To be blessed, is having God's kingdom within one's heart  
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of  heaven.Matt.5:3 
Blessed is the one who is in the world yet independent of  the world. His satisfaction comes from 
God and not from favourable circumstances. Christians have been blessed with every spiritual 
blessing in Christ 
Praise be to the God and Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every 
spiritual blessing in Christ.Eph.1:3 
To be blessed is to be counted righteous and thus have one’s sins forgiven 
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David says the same thing when he speaks of  the blessedness of  the man to whom God credits righteousness apart 
from works: “Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man whose sin 
the Lord will never count against him.”Rom.4:6-8 
Other blessings are secondary and but still important 
“Joseph is a fruitful vine, a fruitful vine near a spring, whose branches climb over a wall. With bitterness archers 
attacked him; they shot at him with hostility. But his bow remained steady, his strong arms stayed limber, because of  
the hand of  the Mighty One of  Jacob, because of  the Shepherd, the Rock of  Israel, because of  your father's God, who 
helps you, because of  the Almighty, who blesses you with blessings of  the skies above, blessings of  the deep springs 
below, blessings of  the breast and womb. Your father's blessings are greater than the blessings of  the ancient mountains, 
than the bounty of  the age-old hills. Let all these rest on the head of  Joseph, on the brow of  the prince among his 
brothers.Gen.49:22-26 
We are blessed so we can be a blessing to others 
The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father's household to the land I will 
show you. I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a 
blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed 
through you.”Gen.12:1-3 
Why is Church attendance important? 
God says we should 
Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how we may spur 
one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of  doing, but 
encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.Heb.10:23-25 It is where God displays 
God’s wisdom is displayed in the Church 
His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of  God should be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly realms, according to his eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.Eph.3:10-11 
The early Church were devoted themselves to meeting together 
They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of  bread and to prayer. Everyone 
was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the believers were together and had 
everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every day they continued 
to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 
praising God and enjoying the favour of  all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were 
being saved.Acts 3Acts.2:42-47 
Church is our spiritual family  
Companionship is a 2-way relationship and so is Church commitment. We don’t try to intimidate 
people into meeting together—but we do provide opportunity for fellowship within the security of  
spiritual oversight.  
Not that we lord it over your faith, but we work with you for your joy, because it is by faith you stand firm.2Cor.1:24 
Church activities should have a spiritual authority that will enable people to reach out to God and 
receive the help they need from Him—and this is especially important for preaching:  
Encourage and rebuke with all authority.Tit.2:15 
Why is fellowship important? 
Fellowship is partnership and you cannot be a “sleeping partner” in God’s kingdom. 
I always pray with joy because of  your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of  this, 
that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of  Christ Jesus.Phil.1:5-6 
Fellowship is a participation  
Is not the cup of  thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of  Christ? And is not the bread 
that we break a participation in the body of  Christ? Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we 
all share the one loaf.1Cor.10:16-17 
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Fellowship is communion— a common union  
May the grace of  the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of  God, and the fellowship [communion] of  the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.2Cor.15:14 
Christian fellowship is more than just attending Church—fellowship is the sharing of  our lives 
because of  our partnership in the Gospel.  
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of  bread and to prayer.Acts.2:42  
Christian fellowship is more than offering empathy or conveying nice thoughts to others—Christian 
fellowship is a partnership with God and with one another and so it will lead to action.  
Therefore if  you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if  any comfort from his love, if  any common 
sharing in the Spirit, if  any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the 
same love, being one in spirit and of  one mind. Do nothing out of  selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility 
value others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of  you to the interests of  the others.Phil.2:1-4  
Why is reading Scripture important? 
Faith comes from hearing the Word of  God 
So faith comes from hearing the message. And the message that is heard is the word of  Christ.Rom.10:17 

 

Word of  God is spiritual bread and seed 
Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of  
God.'”Matt.4:4 
The elders who direct the affairs of  the church well are worthy of  double honor, especially those whose work is preaching 
and teaching. For Scripture says, “Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain,”1Tim.5:17-18 
For it is written in the Law of  Moses: “Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain.” Is it about oxen 
that God is concerned? Surely he says this for us, doesn't he? Yes, this was written for us, because whoever plows and 
threshes should be able to do so in the hope of  sharing in the harvest. If  we have sown spiritual seed among you, is it 
too much if  we reap a material harvest from you?1Cor.9:9-11 
Word of  God in our heart keeps us from sinning 
I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.Ps.119:11 
Great peace* have those who love your law, and nothing can make them stumble.Ps.119:165 
Scripture is the only trustworthy point of  reference we have about God and His plan of  salvation. 
You study the Scriptures carefully. You study them because you think they will give you eternal life. The Scriptures you 
study give witness about me. But you refuse to come to me and receive life.Jn.5:39-40 

 [Paul] vigorously refuted his Jewish opponents in public debate, proving from the Scriptures that Jesus was the 
Christ.Acts.18:28  

We publicly read Scripture because we recognise the importance of  hearing the Scriptures:  
Devote yourself  to the public reading of  Scripture, to preaching and to teaching.1Tim.4:1 

 
Even though no language can be exactly translated into another language, we believe that the Holy 
Spirit who inspired the original authors also applies the Scripture and makes them alive and life-
changing. For the word of  God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to 
dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of  the heart. Nothing in all creation 
is hidden from God's sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of  him to whom we must give 
account.Heb.4:12-13  

We also believe the Bible is inspired by God and is without any falsehood.  
God has breathed life into all of  Scripture. It is useful for teaching us what is true. It is useful for correcting our 
mistakes. It is useful for making our lives whole again. It is useful for training us to do what is right. By using Scripture, 
a man of  God can be completely prepared to do every good thing.2Tim.3:16-17 

For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the endurance taught in the 
Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope. May the God who gives endurance and 
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encouragement give you the same attitude of  mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, so that with one mind and 
one voice you may glorify the God and Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ.Rom.15:4-6  

Our Services are planned to help everyone have an accurate knowledge of  God by understanding and 
communicating the meaning of  the Bible—especially the 3Rs: Repentance, Remission of  sins and 
Righteousness.  
Why is sharing our Faith important? 
Jesus has commissioned us to go into all the world and preach 
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of  all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of  the Father and of  the Son and of  the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of  the age.”Matt.28:18-20 
Sharing our faith gives us an greater understanding of  what we believe 
I pray that you may be active in sharing your faith, so that you will have a full understanding of  every good thing we 
have in Christ.Phile.6 
To testify of  what you believe about God will always be encouraging—both to those who hear and 
also to yourself  as well:  
I long to see you so that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to make you strong—that is, that you and I may be 
mutually encouraged by each other’s faith.Rom.1:11-12  

Why is the Return of  Jesus important? 
the Return of  Jesus is a certainty 
After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. They were looking 
intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. “Men of  Galilee,” 
they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, 
will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”Acts.1:9-11 
Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him;and all the peoples of  the 
earth will mourn because of  him. So shall it be! Amen.Rev.1:7 
the Return of  Jesus gives us hope 
For the grace of  God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and 
worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, while we wait for the blessed 
hope—the glorious appearing of  our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave himself  for us to redeem us from 
all wickedness and to purify for himself  a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.Tit.2:11-14 
the Return of  Jesus will bring justice and an end to the very last enemy (death) 
I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of  God, nor does the perishable inherit the 
imperishable. Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed—in a flash, in the twinkling 
of  an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 
For the perishable must clothe itself  with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. When the perishable has 
been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: 
“Death has been swallowed up in victory.” “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” The 
sting of  death is sin, and the power of  sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.1Cor.15:50-57 
This world is very temporary and one day each of  us will have to take our leave:  
What person can live and not die? Who can escape the power of  the grave?Ps.89:48  

There's a proper time and way for people to do everything. That's true even though a person might be suffering greatly. 
No one knows what lies ahead. So who can tell a person what's going to happen? He can't stop the wind from blowing. 
And he doesn't have the power to decide when he will die.Eccl.8:6-8  

But Believers have a certain hope:  
We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure.Heb.6:19  
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; and 
whoever lives by believing in me will never die.Jn.11:25-26 



Deal Pentecostal Church Bible Studies 2023 

56 

 Believers have the assurance that they will live in the glorious Presence of  Jesus after they die:  
For the Lord himself  will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of  the archangel and with the 
trumpet call of  God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught 
up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore 
encourage one another with these words.1Thes.4:16-18  
He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together 
 
  



Deal Pentecostal Church Bible Studies 2023 

57 

27/09/2023 
No Bible Study 
Questions 
Why is it important to know who we are? 
Who is Jesus? 
Who are you? 
What do you base your evaluation on? 
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20/09/2023 
Ps.85 
Video: The Insanity of  God 54 
Fear knocked at the door, when faith answered, there was no one there! 
Questions 
Is fear good or bad? 
What does it mean to fear God? 
Should we be afraid of  the devil? 
What should we do if  we are afraid? 
Why don’t we have to be afraid of  death? 
Comments 
Is fear good or bad? 
Fear can be good and bad depending on what you fear. The fear of  people’s opinions is a snare 
and will lead to sin 
Fear of  man will prove to be a snare, but whoever trusts in the LORD is kept safe.Prov.29:25 
Then Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned. I violated the LORD's command and your instructions. I was afraid of  
the men and so I gave in to them. Now I beg you, forgive my sin and come back with me, so that I may worship the 
LORD.”1Sam.15:24-25 
Extreme fear or controlling fear (phobia) is not living in victory or being an overcomer.  
Give us aid against the enemy, for the help of  man is worthless. With God we will gain the victory, and he will trample 
down our enemies.Ps.108:12-13 
Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and through us diffuses the fragrance of  His 
knowledge in every place. For we are to God the fragrance of  Christ among those who are being saved and among those 
who are perishing. To the one we are the aroma of  death leading to death, and to the other the aroma of  life leading 
to life. And who is sufficient for these things? For we are not, as so many, peddling the word of  God; but as of  sincerity, 
but as from God, we speak in the sight of  God in Christ.2Cor.2:14-17 
To be an overcomer, there has to be an obstacle to overcome!  
In Revelations, Jesus give 7 promises to overcomers:  
Ephesus: He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will give 
the right to eat from the tree of  life, which is in the paradise of  God.Rev.2:7 
Smyrna: He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He who overcomes will not be hurt 
at all by the second death.Rev.2:11 
Pergamum: He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will 
give some of  the hidden manna. I will also give him a white stone with a new name written on it, known only to him 
who receives it.Rev.2:17 
Thyatira: To him who overcomes and does my will to the end, I will give authority over the nations—‘He will rule 
them with an iron sceptre; he will dash them to pieces like pottery'—just as I have received authority from my Father. 
I will also give him the morning star. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.Rev.2:26-
29 
Sardis: He who overcomes will, like them, be dressed in white. I will never blot out his name from the book of  life, 
but will acknowledge his name before my Father and his angels. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says 
to the churches.Rev.3:5-6 
Philadelphia: To him who overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of  my God. Never again will he leave it. I 
will write on him the name of  my God and the name of  the city of  my God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming down 
out of  heaven from my God; and I will also write on him my new name. He who has an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches.Rev.3:12-13 
Laodicea : To him who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I overcame and sat down 
with my Father on his throne. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”Rev.3:21-22 
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The only way to be a spiritual overcomer is to believe in Jesus Christ (i.e. have a personal faith 
and trust in Him). 
This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, for everyone born of  God 
overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. Who is it that overcomes the world? 
Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of  God.1Jn.5:3-5  
Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false 
prophets have gone out into the world. This is how you can recognize the Spirit of  God: Every spirit that acknowledges 
that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. 
This is the spirit of  the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world. You, dear 
children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the 
world. They are from the world and therefore speak from the viewpoint of  the world, and the world listens to them. 
We are from God, and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is 
how we recognize the Spirit of  truth and the spirit of  falsehood.1Jn.4:1-6 
I write to you, fathers, because you have known him who is from the beginning. I write to you, young men, because you 
have overcome the evil one. I write to you, dear children, because you have known the Father. I write to you, fathers, 
because you have known him who is from the beginning. I write to you, young men, because you are strong, and the 
word of  God lives in you, and you have overcome the evil one.1Jn.2:13-14 
What does it mean to fear God? 
To fear God means to reverence and respect God 
“This, then, is how you should pray: “‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. [may your name always be kept 
holy; may your name be honoured; we honour your name as sacred and holy; we want everyone to respect you; may the 
glory of  your name be the centre on which our lives turn.]Matt.6:9 
To fear God is good thing:  
The fear of  the LORD is pure, enduring forever.Ps.19:9  
Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of  the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the 
whole [duty] of  man. For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it is good or 
evil.Eccl.12:13-14  
The fear of  God is the beginning of  wisdom 
The fear of  the LORD is the beginning of  wisdom; all who follow his precepts have good understanding. To him 
belongs eternal praise.Ps.111:10  

It is because of  him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, 
holiness and redemption.1Cor.1:30 
Fearing God will bring us into God’s confidence and set us free from snares 
The LORD confides in those who fear him; he makes his covenant known to them. My eyes are ever on the LORD, 
for only he will release my feet from the snare.Ps.25:14-15 
The fear of  the Lord will bring much blessing 
The angel of  the LORD encamps around those who fear him, and he delivers them. Taste and see that the LORD 
is good; blessed is the one who takes refuge in him. Fear the LORD, you his holy people, for those who fear him lack 
nothing. The lions may grow weak and hungry, but those who seek the LORD lack no good thing. Come, my children, 
listen to me; I will teach you the fear of  the LORD. Whoever of  you loves life and desires to see many good days, keep 
your tongue from evil and your lips from telling lies. Turn from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it.Ps.34:7-14 
Should we be afraid of  the devil? 
Yes and no! 
Likewise also these dreamers defile the flesh, reject authority, and speak evil of  dignitaries. Yet Michael the archangel, 
in contending with the devil, when he disputed about the body of  Moses, dared not bring against him a reviling 
accusation, but said, “The Lord rebuke you!” But these speak evil of  whatever they do not know; and whatever they 
know naturally, like brute beasts, in these things they corrupt themselves. Woe to them! For they have gone in the way 
of  Cain, have run greedily in the error of  Balaam for profit, and perished in the rebellion of  Korah.Jude 8-11 
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Don't you know that to be a friend of  the world is to hate God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of  the world 
becomes an enemy of  God. Don't you know what Scripture says? The spirit that God caused to live in us wants us to 
belong only to God. Don't you think Scripture has a reason for saying that? God continues to give us more grace. 
That's why Scripture says, “God opposes those who are proud. But he gives grace to those who are not.” (Prov.3:34) 
So obey God. Stand up to [resist] the devil. He will run away from you. Come near to God, and he will come near to 
you. Wash your hands, you sinners. Make your hearts pure, you who can't make up your minds.Jas.4:4-8 
“In your anger do not sin” (Ps.4:4). Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, and do not give the devil a 
foothold.Eph.4:26-27 
And the Lord's servant must not be quarrelsome but must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful. Opponents 
must be gently instructed, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of  the truth, 
and that they will come to their senses and escape from the trap of  the devil, who has taken them captive to do his 
will.2Tim.2:24-26 
Do not be afraid of  what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of  you in prison to test you, and 
you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of  death, and I will give you life as your victor's 
crown.Rev.2:10 
Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. The one who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 
The one who does what is sinful is of  the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the 
Son of  God appeared was to destroy the devil's work. No one who is born of  God will continue to sin, because God's 
seed remains in them; they cannot go on sinning, because they have been born of  God. This is how we know who the 
children of  God are and who the children of  the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right is not God's child, 
nor is anyone who does not love their brother and sister.1Jn.3:7-10 
“Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of  our God, and the authority of  his Christ. For the 
accuser of  our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down. They overcame him 
by the blood of  the Lamb and by the word of  their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from 
death. Therefore rejoice, you heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil 
has gone down to you! He is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short.”Rev.12:10-12 
I urge you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and put obstacles in your way that are contrary to the 
teaching you have learned. Keep away from them. For such people are not serving our Lord Christ, but their own 
appetites. By smooth talk and flattery they deceive the minds of  naive people. Everyone has heard about your obedience, 
so I am full of  joy over you; but I want you to be wise about what is good, and innocent about what is evil. The God 
of  peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of  our Lord Jesus be with you.Rom.16:17-20 
What should we do if  we are afraid? 
Put our trust in God 
When I am afraid, I will trust in you. In God, whose word I praise, in God I trust; I will not be afraid. What can 
mortal man do to me? … In God, whose word I praise, in the LORD, whose word I praise—in God I trust; I will 
not be afraid. What can man do to me?Ps.56:3-4;10-11 
Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid. The LORD, the LORD, is my strength and my song; he 
has become my salvation.” With joy you will draw water from the wells of  salvation. [God, you are the one who saves 
us. We will trust in you. Then we won't be afraid. LORD, you give us strength. We sing about you. LORD, you have 
saved us. That will bring you joy like water that is brought up from wells.] Is.12:2-3 
Why don’t we have to be afraid of  death? 
Jesus has conquered death 
The One who makes people holy and the people he makes holy belong to the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to 
call them his brothers and sisters… Those children have bodies made out of  flesh and blood. So Jesus became human 
like them in order to die for them. By doing that, he could destroy the one who rules over the kingdom of  death. I'm 
talking about the devil. Jesus could set people free who were afraid of  death. All their lives they were held as slaves by 
that fear. It is certainly Abraham's children that he helps. He doesn't help angels. So he had to be made like his 
brothers in every way. Then he could serve God as a kind and faithful high priest. And then he could pay for the sins 
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of  the people by dying for them.Heb.2:11-17 
But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of  death, because it was impossible for death to keep 
its hold on him.Acts.2:24  

If  Christ has not been raised, your faith doesn't mean anything. Your sins have not been forgiven. Those who have 
died believing in Christ are also lost. Do we have hope in Christ only for this life? Then people should pity us more 
than anyone else. But Christ really has been raised from the dead. He is the first of  all those who will rise. Death 
came because of  what a man did. Rising from the dead also comes because of  what a man did. Because of  Adam, all 
people die. So because of  Christ, all will be made alive.1Cor.15:17-22  
And his face was like the sun in all its brilliance. When I saw him, I fell at his feet as if  I were dead. But he laid his 
right hand on me and said, "Don't be afraid! I am the First and the Last. I am the living one. I died, but look–I am 
alive forever and ever! And I hold the keys of  death and the grave.Rev.1:12-18 
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13/09/2023 
Ps.84 
Video: The Insanity of  God 43 
Questions 
Where does God dwell? 
How does God make His home with us? 
How can a holy God live with an unholy sinner? 
How can we make God feel at home with us? 
What does it mean that the Word is in our heart and mouth? (Rom.10:6-8) 
If  God is with us, what are our responsibilities? 
Comments 
Where does God dwell? 
God is everywhere—He is Omnipresent 
Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? If  I go up to the heavens, you are there; if  I 
make my bed in the depths, you are there. If  I rise on the wings of  the dawn, if  I settle on the far side of  the sea, even 
there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast. If  I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me and the 
light become night around me,” even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine like the day, for darkness 
is as light to you.Ps.139:7-12 
Who can hide in secret places so that I cannot see them?” declares the LORD. “Do not I fill heaven and earth?” 
declares the LORD.Jer.23:24 
But will God really dwell on earth? The heavens, even the highest heaven, cannot contain you. How much less this 
temple I have built!1Kgs.8:27 
God is in heaven 
‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, Matt.6:9 
“Men of  Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from 
you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”Acts.1:11 
Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand 
of  God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ 
in God. When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. Put to death, therefore, 
whatever belongs to your earthly nature:Col.3:1-5 
After this I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven. And the voice I had first heard speaking 
to me like a trumpet said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this.” At once I was in the 
Spirit, and there before me was a throne in heaven with someone sitting on it. And the one who sat there had the 
appearance of  jasper and ruby. A rainbow that shone like an emerald encircled the throne.Rev.4:1-3 
But heaven is not a geographical place that you can travel to. God is Spirit and so heaven is a 
spiritual place.  
Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, 
for they are the kind of  worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and 
in truth.Jn.4:23 
Jesus had no physical body until His incarnation: 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the 
beginning… The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of  the one 
and only Son, who came from the Father, full of  grace and truth.Jn.1:1-14 
Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might break the power 
of  him who holds the power of  death—that is, the devil—and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by 
their fear of  death. For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham's descendants. For this reason he had to be made 
like them, fully human in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to 
God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of  the people. Heb.2:14-17 
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Mortality cannot inherit heaven—only immortality (i.e. the only physical body in heaven is Jesus’ 
immortal body 
I declare to you, brothers and sisters, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of  God, nor does the perishable 
inherit the imperishable. Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— in a flash, in 
the twinkling of  an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we 
will be changed. For the perishable must clothe itself  with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. When 
the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written 
will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.”1Cor.15:50-54 
All the other persons in heaven are spiritual beings—angels (spiritual beings) or the spirits of  
righteous people who have died 
But you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of  the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. You have come to thousands 
upon thousands of  angels in joyful assembly, to the church of  the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You 
have come to God, the Judge of  all, to the spirits of  the righteous made perfect, to Jesus the mediator of  a new covenant, 
and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of  Abel.Heb.12:22-24 
When the final resurrection comes, God will dwell with us, without any barriers of  sin or 
sickness 
Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” earth,” [Is.65:17] for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of  heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! 
God's dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself  
will be with them and be their God. ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death' [Is.25:8] 
or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of  things has passed away.”Rev.21:1-4 
How does God make His home with us? 
By the Holy Spirit indwelling us (residing inside of  us) 
Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you—
unless, of  course, you fail the test? And I trust that you will discover that we have not failed the test. Now we pray to 
God that you will not do anything wrong—not so that people will see that we have stood the test but so that you will 
do what is right even though we may seem to have failed.2Cor.13:5-7 
“Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home 
with them. Anyone who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong 
to the Father who sent me.Jn.14:23-24 
She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a 
son, and they will call him Emmanuel” (which means “God with us”).Matt.1:21-23 
I have become its servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of  God in its fullness—the 
mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the Lord's people. To them God 
has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of  this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of  
glory. He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone 
fully mature in Christ. To this end I strenuously contend with all the energy Christ so powerfully works in me.Col.1:25-
29 
Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh desires; but those who live in accordance 
with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind 
governed by the Spirit is life and peace. The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God's 
law, nor can it do so. Those who are in the realm of  the flesh cannot please God. You, however, are not in the realm 
of  the flesh but are in the realm of  the Spirit, if  indeed the Spirit of  God lives in you. And if  anyone does not have 
the Spirit of  Christ, they do not belong to Christ. But if  Christ is in you, then even though your body is subject to 
death because of  sin, the Spirit gives life because of  righteousness. And if  the Spirit of  him who raised Jesus from the 
dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of  his Spirit 
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who lives in you. Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to live according to 
it. For if  you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if  by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of  the body, 
you will live.Rom.8:5-13 
Do you not know that your bodies are temples of  the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? 
You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honour God with your bodies.1Cor.6:19-20 
Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you—guard it with the help of  the Holy Spirit who lives in us.2Tim.1:14 
No one has ever seen God; but if  we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.1Jn.4:12 
How can a holy God live with an unholy sinner? 
By counting us righteous! 
What does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.”Rom.4:3 
This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice [propitiation, 
expiation] for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.1Jn.4:10-11 
He is the atoning sacrifice [propitiation, expiation] for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of  the whole 
world.1Jn.2:2 
Who has believed what we've been saying? Who has seen the LORD's saving power?  
His servant grew up like a tender young plant. He grew like a root coming up out of  dry ground. He didn't have any 
beauty or majesty that made us notice him. There wasn't anything special about the way he looked that drew us to him.  
Men looked down on him. They didn't accept him. He knew all about sorrow and suffering. He was like someone 
people turn their faces away from. We looked down on him. We didn't have any respect for him.  
He suffered the things we should have suffered. He took on himself  the pain that should have been ours. But we 
thought God was punishing him. We thought God was wounding him and making him suffer.  
But the servant was pierced because we had sinned. He was crushed because we had done what was evil. He was 
punished to make us whole again. His wounds have healed us.  
All of  us are like sheep. We have wandered away from God. All of  us have turned to our own way. And the LORD 
has placed on his servant the sins of  all of  us.  
He was beaten down and made to suffer. But he didn't open his mouth. He was led away like a sheep to be killed. 
Lambs are silent while their wool is being cut off. In the same way, he didn't open his mouth.  
He was arrested and sentenced to death. Then he was taken away. He was cut off  from this life. He was punished for 
the sins of  my people. Who among those who were living at that time could have understood those things? [ 
He was given a grave with those who were evil. But his body was buried in the tomb of  a rich man. He was killed 
even though he hadn't harmed anyone. And he had never lied to anyone.  
The LORD says, “It was my plan to crush him and cause him to suffer. I made his life a guilt offering to pay for sin. 
But he will see all of  his children after him. In fact, he will continue to live. My plan will be brought about through 
him.  
After he suffers, he will see the light that leads to life. And he will be satisfied. My godly servant will make many 
people godly because of  what he will accomplish. He will be punished for their sins.  
So I will give him a place of  honour among those who are great. He will be rewarded just like others who win the 
battle. That is because he was willing to give his life as a sacrifice. He was counted among those who had committed 
crimes. He took the sins of  many people on himself. And he gave his life for those who had done what is wrong.”Is.53 
 
 
How can we make God feel at home with us? 
Fellowship—interact, talk,  
Worship—give gifts from heart 
Love God 
One of  the teachers of  the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he 
asked him, “Of  all the commandments, which is the most important?” “The most important one,” answered Jesus, 
“is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
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all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.' The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.' 
There is no commandment greater than these.” “Well said, teacher,” the man replied. “You are right in saying that 
God is one and there is no other but him. To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and with all 
your strength, and to love your neighbour as yourself  is more important than all burnt offerings and 
sacrifices.”Mk.12:28-33 
What does it mean that the Word is in our heart and mouth? (Rom.10:6-8) 
Jesus (the Word of  God) is within us (in our heart, that is, our spirit and mind) and in our 
conversation.  
Moses writes this about the righteousness that is by the law: “The person who does these things will live by them.”* 
But the righteousness that is by faith says: “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?' ” (that is, to 
bring Christ down) “or ‘Who will descend into the deep?' ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what does 
it say? “The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the message concerning faith that we 
proclaim: If  you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you 
profess your faith and are saved.Rom.10:5-10 
This means that we take God seriously, we do all that we can to learn about Him, to think about 
Him and talk about Him.  
“Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the 
right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. Keep this Book of  the Law always on your lips; meditate 
on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. 
Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your 
God will be with you wherever you go.”Josh.1:7-9 
“As for me, this is my covenant with them,” says the LORD. “My Spirit, who is on you, will not depart from you, 
and my words that I have put in your mouth will always be on your lips, on the lips of  your children and on the lips 
of  their descendants—from this time on and forever,” says the LORD.Is.59:21 
I will extol the LORD at all times; his praise will always be on my lips. I will glory in the LORD; let the afflicted 
hear and rejoice. Glorify the LORD with me; let us exalt his name together.Ps.34:1-3 
If  God is with us, what are our responsibilities? 
To honour God’s Name 
“This, then, is how you should pray:“ ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.Matt.6:9-10 
To worship 
Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the LORD our Maker; for he is our God and we are the people 
of  his pasture, the flock under his care.Ps.95:607 
To live as a Believer 
when you heard about Christ and were taught in him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus. You were taught, 
with regard to your former way of  life, to put off  your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be 
made new in the attitude of  your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and 
holiness. Therefore each of  you must put off  falsehood and speak truthfully to your neighbour, for we are all members 
of  one body. “In your anger do not sin”: Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, and do not give the devil 
a foothold. Anyone who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with their own 
hands, that they may have something to share with those in need. Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of  your 
mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 
And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of  God, with whom you were sealed for the day of  redemption. Get rid of  all 
bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of  malice. Be kind and compassionate to one 
another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.Eph.4:21-32 
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06/09/2023 
Ps.83 
Video: The Insanity of  God 33 
Questions 
How does God speak to us? 
How do we hear God speak to us? 
What does our soul do? 
What is praise? 
How can we praise God? 
What does it mean to honour God’s Name? 
Comments 
How does God speak to us? 
God speaks in many ways— 
For God does speak—now one way, now another—though man may not perceive it. In a dream, in a vision of  the 
night, when deep sleep falls on men as they slumber in their beds, he may speak in their ears and terrify them with 
warnings, to turn man from wrongdoing and keep him from pride, to preserve his soul from the pit, his life from 
perishing by the sword. Or a man may be chastened on a bed of  pain with constant distress in his bones, so that his 
very being finds food repulsive and his soul loathes the choicest meal… God does all these things to a man—twice, 
even three times—to turn back his soul from the pit, that the light of  life may shine on him.Job.33:14-30  
In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young 
men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my 
Spirit in those days and they will prophesy.Acts.2:17-18 
The heavens declare the glory of  God; the skies proclaim the work of  his hands. Day after day they pour forth speech; 
night after night they reveal knowledge. They have no speech, they use no words; no sound is heard from them. Yet their 
voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of  the world.Ps.19:1-3 
The wrath of  God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of  people, who suppress 
the truth by their wickedness, since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain 
to them. For since the creation of  the world God's invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have 
been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse. For although they 
knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish 
hearts were darkened. Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of  the immortal 
God for images made to look like a mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles.Rom.1:19-23 
But today (that is, since Pentecost), God always speaks through His Son Jesus Christ 
In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last 
days he has spoken to us by his Son.Heb.1:1-2 
That means that God will never say anything contrary to Jesus’ character—and the only reliable 
information we have about Jesus is from the Scriptures. Another reason why we must be Bible-
literate  
How do we hear God speak to us? 
We hear God speak by His Spirit into our spirit 
I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. But when he, the Spirit of  truth, comes, he will guide 
you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to 
come. He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you. All that belongs to the 
Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to you.Jn.16:12-15 
The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of  his sheep. The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen 
to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes on 
ahead of  them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, 
they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger's voice.” …I have other sheep that are not of  
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this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 
Ps.10:2-16 
However, as it is written: “What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human mind has conceived”—
the things God has prepared for those who love him—these are the things God has revealed to us by his Spirit. The 
Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of  God. For who knows a person's thoughts except their own spirit 
within them? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of  God except the Spirit of  God. What we have received is 
not the spirit of  the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may understand what God has freely given us. 
This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual 
realities with Spirit-taught words. The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit 
of  God but considers them foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are discerned only through the Spirit. 
The person with the Spirit makes judgments about all things, but such a person is not subject to merely human 
judgments, for, “Who has known the mind of  the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of  
Christ.1Cor.2:9-16 
What does our soul do? 
Our soul is our psyche, our personality—mind, thoughts, will, emotions and intellect. We praise 
God with our soul and because our will is part of  our souls, praise is a choice—I will, or choose to 
praise God.  
Why are you downcast, O my soul? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my 
Saviour and my God.Ps.43:5 
What is praise? 
Praise is basically saying good things about God 
Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” When he had said this, he breathed 
his last. The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, “Surely this was a righteous 
man.”Lk.23:46-47 
 
doxology (a glory word);  
But Stephen, full of  the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory [doxa]of  God, and Jesus standing at the 
right hand of  God.Acts.7:55 
benediction (a good word);  
eulogy (a good word);  
He asked for a writing tablet, and to everyone's astonishment he wrote, “His name is John.” Immediately his mouth 
was opened and his tongue was loosed, and he began to speak, praising [eulogy] God. The neighbours were all filled 
with awe, and throughout the hill country of  Judea people were talking about all these things.Lk.1:63-65 
hallelujah (shout or shine to God).  
Most English Translations don’t use the Hebrew word Hallelujah but translate it as Praise.  
Praise the LORD [Hallelujah]. Praise God in his holy temple. Praise him in his mighty heavens. Praise him for his 
powerful acts. Praise him because he is greater than anything else. Praise him by blowing trumpets. Praise him with 
harps and lyres. Praise him with tambourines and dancing. Praise him with stringed instruments and flutes. Praise 
him with clashing cymbals. Praise him with clanging cymbals. Let everything that has breath praise the LORD. Praise 
the LORD.Ps.150 
The first use of  the word Hallelujah in most English Translations is not till the end of  the Bible! 
After this I heard what sounded like the roar of  a great multitude in heaven shouting: “Hallelujah! Salvation and 
glory and power belong to our God, Rev.19:1 
Judah means praise God (literally lift hands) 
Leah conceived again, and when she gave birth to a son she said, “This time I will praise the LORD.” So she named 
him Judah. Then she stopped having children.Gen.29:35 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving [tehillah] and his courts with praise; give thanks [Judah] to him and praise [barak] 
his name.Ps.100:4 
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How can we praise God? 
By deciding to—by choosing to say or sing good things about God 
My heart is steadfast, O God; I will sing and make music with all my soul. Awake, harp and lyre! I will awaken the 
dawn. I will praise you, O LORD, among the nations; I will sing of  you among the peoples.Ps.108:1-3  
I will declare your name to my brothers; in the congregation I will praise you. You who fear the LORD, praise him! 
All you descendants of  Jacob, honour him! Revere him, all you descendants of  Israel!Ps.22:22-23 
I will praise you with an upright heart as I learn your righteous laws. I will obey your decrees;Ps.119:7 
I will exalt you, my God the King; I will praise your name for ever and ever. Every day I will praise you and extol your 
name for ever and ever. Great is the LORD and most worthy of  praise; his greatness no one can fathom.Ps.145:1-3 
Even unbelievers can praise God by saying good or true things about Him:  
The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, “Surely this was a righteous man.”Lk.23:47 

 All Creation praises God because they do what they were created to do!  
Praise him, all his angels, praise him, all his heavenly hosts. Praise him, sun and moon, praise him, all you shining 
stars. Praise him, you highest heavens and you waters above the skies. Let them praise the name of  the LORD, for 
he commanded and they were created. He set them in place for ever and ever; he gave a decree that will never pass away. 
Praise the LORD from the earth, you great sea creatures and all ocean depths, lightning and hail, snow and clouds, 
stormy winds that do his bidding, you mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars, wild animals and all cattle, 
small creatures and flying birds.Ps.148:2-10  
Praise and thanksgiving will release God’s will for us:  
Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. Do not 
quench the Spirit.1Thes.5:16-19  

And so, if  we don’t praise or thank God, we will quench God’s will! But we cannot be stay depressed 
or oppressed for long if  we praise God and remember His benefits:  
Praise the LORD, my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name. Praise the LORD, my soul, and forget not all 
his benefits.Ps.103:1-3   
The Spirit of  the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to preach good news to the poor… 
and provide for those who grieve in Zion—to bestow on them a crown of  beauty instead of  ashes, the oil of  gladness 
instead of  mourning, and a garment of  praise instead of  a spirit of  despair… I delight greatly in the LORD; my soul 
rejoices in my God. For he has clothed me with garments of  salvation and arrayed me in a robe of  righteousness.Is.61:1-10 
What does it mean to honour God’s Name? 
Reverence, treat as holy:  
You shall not take the name of  the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes 
His name in vain.Ex.20:7  
Never use the name of  the LORD your God carelessly.  
No using the name of  GOD, your God, in curses or silly banter; GOD won't put up with the irreverent use of  his 
name.  
You must not misuse the name of  the LORD your God.  
You are not to use My name for your own idle purposes.  
Our Father in heaven, may Your Name be honoured.  
We should filter out of  minds anything that conflicts with the character of  God—and we do 
this through the Word of  God 
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself  up for her to make her holy, cleansing* 
her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself  as a radiant church, without stain or 
wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.Eph.5:25-27 
I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off  every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every 
branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. You are already clean because of  the word I 
have spoken to you. Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the 
vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.Jn.15:1-4 
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We shouldn’t blaspheme, or curse or use bad language, but we not swear by anything (i.e. we should 
not back up our words with anything)!  
But I tell you, Do not swear at all: either by heaven, for it is God's throne; or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by 
Jerusalem, for it is the city of  the Great King. And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair white 
or black. Simply let your ‘Yes' be ‘Yes,' and your ‘No,' ‘No'; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.Matt.5:34-37  

Above all, my brothers, do not swear—not by heaven or by earth or by anything else. Let your “Yes” be yes, and your 
“No,” no, or you will be condemned.Jas.5;12  

We should tell the truth without having to appeal to something greater, whether heaven, earth, or 
Jerusalem (or anything else). Our conversation should be simply “Yes” or “No”—in other words, we 
should simply tell the truth when we speak and should not have to say, “I swear I am telling you the 
truth.” 
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30/08/2023 
Ps.82 
Video: The Insanity of  God 23 
Questions 
What makes Christianity hard? 
What make Christianity easy? 
What is the “Sabbath day” under the New Covenant? (see Hebrews 4) 
What did Jesus do when He was tired and hungry? (see John 4) 
What work does God want us to do? 
How can we stay spiritually alert and refreshed? 
Comments 
What makes Christianity hard? 
Following Christ can be hard if  we have to bear reproach—which is why we need to know 
the Scriptures and make up our mind to obey Him regardless of  the consequences  
By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of  Pharaoh's daughter. He chose to be 
mistreated along with the people of  God rather than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of  sin. He regarded disgrace for the 
sake of  Christ as of  greater value than the treasures of  Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward. By faith 
he left Egypt, not fearing the king's anger; he persevered because he saw him who is invisible.Heb.11:24-27 
Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plough and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of  God.”Lk.9:62 
Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. For I have 
come to turn“ ‘a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law—
a man's enemies will be the members of  his own household.' Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is 
not worthy of  me; anyone who loves their son or daughter more than me is not worthy of  me. Whoever does not take 
up their cross and follow me is not worthy of  me. Whoever finds their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life for 
my sake will find it.Matt.10:34-39 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before 
you in this matter. If  we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and he 
will deliver us from Your Majesty's hand. But even if  he does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will 
not serve your gods or worship the image of  gold you have set up.”Dan.3:16-18 
I have worked much harder, been in prison more frequently, been flogged more severely, and been exposed to death 
again and again. Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes minus one. Three times I was beaten with rods, 
once I was pelted with stones, three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea, I have been 
constantly on the move. I have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my fellow Jews, in 
danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false believers. 
I have laboured and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have often gone 
without food; I have been cold and naked. Besides everything else, I face daily the pressure of  my concern for all the 
churches. Who is weak, and I do not feel weak? Who is led into sin, and I do not inwardly burn?2Cor.11:23-29 
Although Christianity is not difficult, if  it is an empty religion with formal rituals but no real 
relationship with God it is wearisome 
The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of  God but considers them foolishness, 
and cannot understand them because they are discerned only through the Spirit.1Cor.2:14 
“Meaningless! Meaningless!” says the Teacher. “Utterly meaningless! Everything is meaningless.” What do people 
gain from all their labours at which they toil under the sun?Eccl.1:2-3 
So I hated life, because the work that is done under the sun was grievous to me. All of  it is meaningless, a chasing 
after the wind. I hated all the things I had toiled for under the sun, because I must leave them to the one who comes 
after me. And who knows whether that person will be wise or foolish? Yet they will have control over all the fruit of  
my toil into which I have poured my effort and skill under the sun. This too is meaningless. So my heart began to 
despair over all my toilsome labour under the sun. For a person may labour with wisdom, knowledge and skill, and 
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then they must leave all they own to another who has not toiled for it. This too is meaningless and a great misfortune. 
What do people get for all the toil and anxious striving with which they labour under the sun? All their days their 
work is grief  and pain; even at night their minds do not rest. This too is meaningless.Eccl.2:17-23 
Fighting the devil will make Christianity hard—the devil has been defeated, disarmed and 
his work destroyed 
Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon. And the dragon and his angels fought 
back, but he was defeated, and there was no longer any place for them in heaven. And the great dragon was thrown 
down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of  the whole world—he was thrown down 
to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the 
salvation and the power and the kingdom of  our God and the authority of  his Christ have come, for the accuser of  
our brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God.Rev.12:7-10 
When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of  your flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave 
us all our sins, having cancelled the charge of  our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has 
taken it away, nailing it to the cross. And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle 
of  them, triumphing over them by the cross.Col.2:13-15 
The one who does what is sinful is of  the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the 
Son of  God appeared was to destroy the devil's work. No one who is born of  God will continue to sin, because 
God's seed remains in them; they cannot go on sinning, because they have been born of  God.1Jn.3:8-9 
After the death of  Joshua, the Israelites asked the LORD, “Who of  us is to go up first to fight against the 
Canaanites?” The LORD answered, “Judah shall go up; I have given the land into their hands.” The men of  Judah 
then said to the Simeonites their fellow Israelites, “Come up with us into the territory allotted to us, to fight against the 
Canaanites. We in turn will go with you into yours.” So the Simeonites went with them. When Judah attacked, the 
LORD gave the Canaanites and Perizzites into their hands, and they struck down ten thousand men at Bezek. It 
was there that they found Adoni-Bezek and fought against him, putting to rout the Canaanites and Perizzites. Adoni-
Bezek fled, but they chased him and caught him, and cut off  his thumbs and big toes. Then Adoni-Bezek said, 
“Seventy kings with their thumbs and big toes cut off  have picked up scraps under my table. Now God has paid me 
back for what I did to them.” They brought him to Jerusalem, and he died there.Jdg.1:1-7 
We should resist the devil not fight the devil! 
“God opposes the proud but shows favour to the humble.” Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he 
will flee from you. Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your 
hearts, you double-minded.Jas.4:6-8 
Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. Cast all your anxiety on 
him because he cares for you. Be alert and of  sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion 
looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that the family of  believers 
throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of  sufferings. And the God of  all grace, who called you to his eternal 
glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself  restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 
To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen.1Pet.5:6-11 
We fight for faith not against the devil! 
But you, man of  God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness. 
Fight the good fight of  the faith. Take hold of  the eternal life to which you were called when you made your good 
confession in the presence of  many witnesses.1Tim.6:11-12 
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of  
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all 
who have longed for his appearing.2Tim.4:7-8 
Resisting the Holy Spirit will also make Christianity hard 
“You stiff-necked people! Your hearts and ears are still uncircumcised. You are just like your ancestors: You always 
resist the Holy Spirit! Was there ever a prophet your ancestors did not persecute? They even killed those who predicted 
the coming of  the Righteous One. And now you have betrayed and murdered him—you who have received the law that 
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was given through angels but have not obeyed it.”Acts.7:51-53 
What make Christianity easy? 
Following Christ 
Come to me, all of  you who are tired and are carrying heavy loads. I will give you rest. Become my servants and learn from 
me. I am gentle and free of  pride. You will find rest for your souls. Serving me is easy, and my load is light.Matt.11:28-30  

Death wrapped its ropes around me; the terrors of  the grave overtook me. I saw only trouble and sorrow. Then I called 
on the name of  the LORD: "Please, LORD, save me!" How kind the LORD is! How good he is! So merciful, this 
God of  ours! The LORD protects those of  childlike faith; I was facing death, and he saved me. Let my soul be at 
rest again, for the LORD has been good to me.Ps.116:3-7  
This is what the LORD says: Stop at the crossroads and look around. Ask for the old, godly way, and walk in it. 
Travel its path, and you will find rest for your souls.Jer.6:16 

Fellowship with God, with His Word and with Believers 
You will show me the path of  life; In Your presence is fullness of  joy; At Your right hand are pleasures 
forevermore.Ps.16:11 
I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have the full measure of  
my joy within them.Jn.17:13 
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in the presence of  our God because of  you? 
1Thess.3:9 
How good and pleasant it is when God's people live together in unity!Ps.133:1 
LORD, you alone are my portion and my cup; you make my lot secure. The boundary lines have fallen for me in 
pleasant places; surely I have a delightful inheritance.Ps.16:5-6 
That which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our 
fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. And these things we write to you that your* joy may be 
full.1Jn.1:3-4 
Believing God 
Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled 
with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the end result of  your faith, the salvation of  your 
souls.1Pet.1:8-9 
What is the “Sabbath day” under the New Covenant? (see Hebrews 4) 
The Sabbath day under the New Covenant means that we do not do any work for our salvation but 
enjoy the rest of  not working. 
God's promise of  enjoying his rest still stands. So be careful that none of  you fails to receive it… Ever since God 
created the world, his work has been finished. Somewhere he spoke about the seventh day. He said, “On the seventh 
day God rested from all his work.” In the part of  Scripture I talked about earlier God said, “They will never enjoy 
the rest I planned for them.” It is still true that some will enjoy that rest. But those who had the good news preached 
to them earlier didn't go in. That was because they didn't obey. So God again chose a certain day. He named it Today. 
He did that when he spoke through David a long time later. As it was said earlier, “Listen to his voice today. If  you 
hear it, don't be stubborn.” Suppose Joshua had given them rest. If  he had, God would not have spoken later about 
another day. So there is still a Sabbath rest for God's people. God rested from his work. Those who enjoy God's rest 
also rest from their work. So let us make every effort to enjoy that rest. Then no one will fall into sin by following the 
example of  those who didn't obey God.Heb.4:1-11 
However, God is maintaining and sustaining the world,  
In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last 
days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of  all things, and through whom he made the universe. 
The Son is the radiance of  God's glory and the exact representation of  his being, sustaining all things by his powerful 
word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of  the Majesty in heaven.Heb.1:1-3 
So we have to maintain and sustain our salvation 
Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence—
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continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order 
to fulfil his good purpose.Phil.2:12-13 
There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of  God; for anyone who enters God's rest also rests from his own 
work, just as God did from his. Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest, so that no one will fall by 
following their example of  disobedience.Heb.4:9-11 
Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification.Rom.14:19 
How can you believe if  you accept praise from one another, yet make no effort to obtain the praise that comes from the 
only God?Jn.5:44 
Make every effort to keep the unity of  the Spirit through the bond of  peace.Eph.4:3 
For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, 
self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and 
to brotherly kindness, love. For if  you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being 
ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of  our Lord Jesus Christ. But if  anyone does not have them, he is 
nearsighted and blind, and has forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past sins. Therefore, my brothers, be all 
the more eager to make your calling and election sure. For if  you do these things, you will never fall, and you will receive 
a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of  our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.2Pet.1:5-11 
What did Jesus do when He was tired and hungry? (see John 4) 
He rested but He also talked about spiritual matters 
Jesus was tired from the journey. So he sat down by the well. It was about noon. A woman from Samaria came to get 
some water. Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” His disciples had gone into the town to buy food… Just 
then Jesus’ disciples returned… His disciples were saying to him, “Rabbi, eat something!” But he said to them, “I 
have food to eat that you know nothing about.” Then his disciples asked each other, “Did someone bring him food?” 
Jesus said, “My food is to do what my Father sent me to do. My food is to finish his work. “You say, ‘Four months 
more, and then it will be harvest time.’ But I tell you, open your eyes! Look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest 
right now. Those who gather the crop are already getting paid. They are already harvesting the crop for eternal life. So 
those who plant and those who gather can now be glad together.Jn.4:6-36 

What work does God want us to do? 
Believe in Jesus 
Do not work for food that spoils. Work for food that lasts forever. That is the food the Son of  Man will give you. God 
the Father has put his seal of  approval on him.” Then they asked him, “What does God want from us? What works 
does he want us to do?” Jesus answered, “God's work is to believe in the One he has sent.”Jn.6:27-29   
How can we stay spiritually alert and refreshed? 
Be prayerful 
“No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Be on guard! 
Be alert and pray! You do not know when that time will come.Mk.13:32-33 
And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of  prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always 
keep on praying for all the Lord's people.Eph.6:18 
Keep our minds active 
Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ 
is revealed at his coming.1Pet.1:13 
Therefore be alert and of  sober mind so that you may pray. Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over 
a multitude of  sins.1Pet.4:7-8 
Reflect on the Word of  God 
The law of  the LORD is perfect, refreshing the soul.Ps.19:7 
Fellowship with other Believers and refresh (bless) them 
One person gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty. A generous person will 
prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.Prov.11:24-25 
All praise to God, the Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ. God is our merciful Father and the source of  all comfort. He 
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comforts us in all our troubles so that we can comfort others. When they are troubled, we will be able to give them the 
same comfort God has given us. For the more we suffer for Christ, the more God will shower us with his comfort 
through Christ. Even when we are weighed down with troubles, it is for your comfort and salvation! For when we 
ourselves are comforted, we will certainly comfort you. Then you can patiently endure the same things we suffer. We are 
confident that as you share in our sufferings, you will also share in the comfort God gives us.2Cor.1:3-7 
You know that the household of  Stephanas were the first converts in Achaia, and they have devoted themselves to the 
service of  the Lord's people. I urge you, brothers and sisters, to submit to such people and to everyone who joins in the 
work and labours at it. I was glad when Stephanas, Fortunatus and Achaicus arrived, because they have supplied 
what was lacking from you. For they refreshed my spirit and yours also. Such men deserve recognition.1Cor.16:15-18 
Pray that I may be kept safe from the unbelievers in Judea and that the contribution I take to Jerusalem may be 
favourably received by the Lord's people there, so that I may come to you with joy, by God's will, and in your company 
be refreshed. The God of  peace be with you all. Amen.Rom.15:31-33 
I always thank my God as I remember you in my prayers, because I hear about your love for all his holy people and 
your faith in the Lord Jesus. I pray that your partnership with us in the faith may be effective in deepening your 
understanding of  every good thing we share for the sake of  Christ. Your love has given me great joy and encouragement, 
because you, brother, have refreshed the hearts of  the Lord's people.Phile.4-7 
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23/08/2023 
Ps.81 
Video: The Insanity of  God 23 
Questions 
What is “The Faith”? 
What safeguards has God given us to help us stay firm on the Faith? 
What role does the Church have in helping us remain fiorm in the Faith? 
Can your faith help other people? 
What does Jude mean by “praying in the Spirit? 
What is the purpose of  prayer? 
Why is it important to pray with our minds? 
Comments 
What is “The Faith”? 
“The Faith” is what we believe about God and our relationship with Him. 
Paul and Barnabus returned] strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to remain true to the faith.Acts.14:22 

But, dear friends, remember what the apostles of  our Lord Jesus Christ foretold. They said to you, “In the last times 
there will be scoffers who will follow their own ungodly desires.” These are the people who divide you, who follow mere 
natural instincts and do not have the Spirit. But you, dear friends, by building yourselves up in your most holy faith 
and praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in God's love as you wait for the mercy of  our Lord Jesus Christ to 
bring you to eternal life.Jude.17-21 

At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each other, and many false prophets will 
appear and deceive many people. Because of  the increase of  wickedness, the love of  most will grow cold, but he who 
stands firm to the end will be saved. And this gospel of  the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony 
to all nations, and then the end will come.Matt.24:10-14 
So the word of  God spread. The number of  disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of  priests 
became obedient to the faith.Acts.6:7 
Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be men of  courage; be strong. Do everything in love.1Cor.16:13-14 
Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you—
unless, of  course, you fail the test?2Cor.13:5 
Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of  the gospel of  Christ. Then, whether I come and see you 
or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the 
faith of  the gospel without being frightened in any way by those who oppose you.Phil.1:27-28 
So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in 
the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.Col.2:5-7 
The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by 
demons. Such teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared as with a hot iron. They 
forbid people to marry and order them to abstain from certain foods, which God created to be received with thanksgiving 
by those who believe and who know the truth. For everything God created is good, and nothing is to be rejected if  it is 
received with thanksgiving, because it is consecrated by the word of  God and prayer.1Tim.4:1-5 
For the love of  money is a root of  all kinds of  evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and 
pierced themselves with many griefs. But you, man of  God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, 
love, endurance and gentleness. Fight the good fight of  the faith. Take1Tim.6:10-12 
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of  
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all 
who have longed for his appearing.2Tim.4:7-8 
Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 
Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the 
same kind of  sufferings.1Pet.5:8-9 
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What safeguards has God given us to help us stay firm in the Faith? 
The Scriptures 
We believe the Bible, as originally given, to be without error, the fully inspired and infallible Word of  
God and the supreme and final authority in all matters of  faith and conduct [Elim Statement of  Faith].  
We know that Scripture is always true [or, Scripture can’t be discredited].Jn.10:35  
Jesus replied, “You are in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of  God.Matt.22:29 
But the Scriptures must be fulfilled.”Mk.14:49 
the Scripture cannot be broken.Jn.10:35 
You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures 
that testify about me,Jn.5:39 
Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of  
God.'”Matt.4:4 
Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of  Scripture came about by the prophet's own interpretation. For 
prophecy never had its origin in the will of  man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy 
Spirit.2Pet.1:20-21 
The Holy Spirit’s witness in conjunction with the Scriptures 
The Spirit himself  testifies with our spirit that we are God's children.Rom.8:16 
Let the peace of  Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of  one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 
Let the word of  Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing 
psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, whether in word or 
deed, do it all in the name of  the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.Col.3:15-17 
The Church and the Giftings to the Church 
Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. 
Their responsibility is to equip God's people to do his work and build up the church, the body of  Christ. This will 
continue until we all come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of  God's Son that we will be mature in the Lord, 
measuring up to the full and complete standard of  Christ. Then we will no longer be immature like children. We won't 
be tossed and blown about by every wind of  new teaching. We will not be influenced when people try to trick us with 
lies so clever they sound like the truth. Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way more and more 
like Christ, who is the head of  his body, the church. He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does 
its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of  love.Eph.4:11-

16  
What role does the Church have in helping us remain firm in the Faith? 
Creeds and Catechisms are a great way to learn the basics of  our faith.   
Beyond all question, the mystery of  godliness is great: He appeared in a body, was vindicated by the Spirit, was seen 
by angels, was preached among the nations, was believed on in the world, was taken up in glory.1Tim.3:16 

If  we don’t understand the basics of  Christian doctrine, we will never be able to stand firm 
in the faith. 
By standing firm you will gain life. [By your patience possess your souls.]Lk.21:19 
So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the teachings we passed on to you, whether by word of  mouth 
or by letter.2Thess.2:15 
Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be strong. Do everything in love.1Cor.16:13-14 
Therefore put on the full armour of  God, so that when the day of  evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, 
and after you have done everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of  truth buckled around your waist, with 
the breastplate of  righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of  
peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of  faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of  the 
evil one. Take the helmet of  salvation and the sword of  the Spirit, which is the word of  God.Eph.6:13-17 
The Church provides the security of  credibility and accountability of  leaders because they should be 
accredited by the Church (the local congregation and usually a denomination) 
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The Church provides a place of  fellowship—interaction, discussion, encouragement—with 
credibility and accountability from the oversight of  the Church.  
Can your faith help other people? 
Yes! Many of  the people that Jesus healed had no faith—however, it is our faith that God counts 
as righteousness. 
Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? Was no one found to return and give praise to God 
except this foreigner?” Then he said to him, “Rise and go; your faith has made you well.”Lk.17:17-19 
And the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness,”* and 
he was called God's friend.Jas.2:23 
When we are strong in our faith, we can help others 
“Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat. But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. 
And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.”Lk.22:31-32 
We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of  the weak and not to please ourselves. Each of  us should please 
our neighbours for their good, to build them up. For even Christ did not please himself  but, as it is written: “The 
insults of  those who insult you have fallen on me.” For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, 
so that through the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope. May 
the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of  mind toward each other that Christ 
Jesus had, so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ.Rom.15:1-
6 
What does Jude mean by “praying in the Spirit? 
Be sensitive to the Holy Spirit and pray from our heart (spirit) instead of  just reciting prayers  
Trouble Praying 
You said you find it hard to pray, your prayer times empty pass; 
The air it feels like granite, and the ceiling seems like brass! 
You said your prayers don’t go beyond,  
the room; that you feel static. 
The ceiling! Who told you that God lives inside your attic? 
Whoever told you had it wrong—misplacing God’s true venue: 
The truth is, once invited there, that God resides within you 
Wee Willie Winkie 
Wee Willie Winkie climbs the stairs 
Wee Willie Winkie kneels to say his prayers: 
Hands together, eyes closed, a bowing of  his head 
Mumbles words his mother taught him—tumbles into bed. 
Wee Willie Winkie never fails to pray 
Wee Willie Winkie knows just what to pray 
Wee Willie wonders what good the words have done 
For he has never prayed a prayer with words that are his own. G.Baily 
What is the purpose of  prayer? 

Prayer is the soul's sincere desire, uttered or unexpressed;  
the motion of  a hidden fire that trembles in the breast. 

Prayer is the simplest form of  speech that infant lips can try, 
 prayer the sublimest strains that reach the Majesty on high. 

Prayer is the Christian's vital breath, the Christian's native air, 
his watchword at the gates of  death: he enters heaven with prayer. 

Prayer is the contrite sinner's voice, returning from his ways; 
while angels in their songs rejoice, and cry, 'Behold, he prays!’ 

The saints in prayer appear as one, in word and deed and mind;  
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while with the Father and the Son sweet fellowship they find. 
Nor prayer is made on earth alone: the Holy Spirit pleads,  

and Jesus on the eternal throne for sinners intercedes. 
O Thou by whom we come to God, the Life, the Truth, the Way,  
the path of  prayer thyself  hast trod: Lord, teach us how to pray! 

James Montgomery (author of  “Angels from the realms of  glory”) 
Prayer is not a formula for getting what we want but the expression of  the soul's sincere desire. 
However, God does hear our prayers and He does answer our prayers. Let’s have the maturity to 
trust Him with His answers. 
We learn to speak to God because God has spoken to us and speaks to us… God’s speech in Jesus 
Christ meets us in the Holy Scriptures. If  we wish to pray with confidence and gladness, then the 
words of  Holy Scripture will have to be the solid basis of  our prayer.  
 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, “Psalms: The Prayer Book of  the Bible” 
Why is it important to pray with our minds? 
For this reason the one who speaks in a tongue should pray that they may interpret what they say. For if  I pray in a 
tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful. So what shall I do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will also pray 
with my understanding; I will sing with my spirit, but I will also sing with my understanding. Otherwise when you are 
praising God in the Spirit, how can someone else, who is now put in the position of  an inquirer, say “Amen” to your 
thanksgiving, since they do not know what you are saying? You are giving thanks well enough, but no one else is 
edified.1Cor.14:13-17 
SIP: specifically, intelligibly, and persuasively. We should pray in full sentences, intelligibly, with 
complete thoughts. Our prayers should include clear, specific requests, and straightforward, genuine 
expressions of  feeling and thanks. We should also give reasons why God ought to respond to our 
appeals. Some people find that occasionally writing their prayers out is helpful because it forces them 
to put more clarity and substance into their entreaties. 
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16/08/2023 
Ps.80 
Video: The Insanity of  God 23 
Questions 
Why is the Bible all important to Believers? 
How can we strengthen ourself  in the Lord? 
What should we do if  we feel spiritually weak? 
What should we do if  we feel emotionally weak? 
How can we encourage others in the Lord? 
How can we encourage those who will not receive our encouragement? 
How would you define faith and Church quickly and clearly to a non-believer? 
Comments 
Why is the Bible all important to Believers? 
We are to make a special effort remember Scripture and obey its precepts 
“Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the 
right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. Keep this Book of  the Law always on your lips; meditate 
on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. 
Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your 
God will be with you wherever you go.”Josh.1:7-9 
God’s Word works in the life of  a Believer 
And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of  God, which you heard from us, you 
accepted it not as a human word, but as it actually is, the word of  God, which is indeed at work in you who 
believe.1Thess.2:13 
Everything that we can reliably know about God and our relationship with Him is recorded 
in the Bible:  
We believe the Bible, as originally given, to be without error, the fully inspired and infallible Word of  
God and the supreme and final authority in all matters of  faith and conduct [Elim Statement of  Faith].  
We know that Scripture is always true [or, Scripture can’t be discredited].Jn.10:35  
Jesus replied, “You are in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of  God.Matt.22:29 
But the Scriptures must be fulfilled.”Mk.14:49 
the Scripture cannot be broken.Jn.10:35 
You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures 
that testify about me,Jn.5:39 
Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of  
God.'”Matt.4:4 
Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of  Scripture came about by the prophet's own interpretation. For 
prophecy never had its origin in the will of  man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy 
Spirit.2Pet.1:20-21 
Peter says “some things are hard to understand”  
Paul writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of  these matters. His letters contain some things that are 
hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their own 
destruction.2Pet.3:16 
Note that he does not say that everything is hard to understand, nor that they are is impossible to 
understand. This clearly implies that to correctly interpreting some hard passages of  Scripture 
requires study and God-given wisdom. 
Jesus said we should understand what the Bible says 
“So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination that causes desolation,' spoken of  through the prophet 
Daniel—let the reader understand—then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.Matt.24:15-16 
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Although the Gospel was a “secret” or mystery before the New Covenant, now we do 
understand what God has prepared for us: 
We do, however, speak a message of  wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of  this age or of  the rulers of  
this age, who are coming to nothing. No, we speak of  God's secret wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden and that 
God destined for our glory before time began. None of  the rulers of  this age understood it, for if  they had, they would 
not have crucified the Lord of  glory. However, as it is written: “No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has 
conceived what God has prepared for those who love him”—but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit.1Cor.2:6-10 
Now to him who is able to establish you in accordance with my gospel, the message I proclaim about Jesus Christ, in 
keeping with the revelation of  the mystery hidden for long ages past, but now revealed and made known through the 
prophetic writings by the command of  the eternal God, so that all the Gentiles might come to the obedience that comes 
from faith—to the only wise God be glory forever through Jesus Christ! Amen.Rom.16:25-27 
If  we don’t base our prayers on Scripture then we have no solid basis for our prayers:  
We learn to speak to God because God has spoken to us and speaks to us… God’s speech in Jesus Christ meets us 
in the Holy Scriptures. If  we wish to pray with confidence and gladness, then the words of  Holy Scripture will have 
to be the solid basis of  our prayer.D.Bonhoeffer  
This is especially true when it comes to resisting temptation—even Jesus used Scripture to 
resist the devil:  
Jesus replied, "The Scriptures say, 'You must worship the LORD your God and serve only him.' "Lk.4:8  
How can we strengthen ourself  in the Lord? 
Take God at His Word—believe what He has said (faith) 
The man took Jesus at his word and departed.Jn.4:50 
Study and know what God has said 
Do your best to present yourself  to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly 
handles the word of  truth. [Study to show thyself  approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
dividing the word of  truth aright.]2Tim.2:15 
While David was at Horesh in the Desert of  Ziph, he learned that Saul had come out to take his life. And Saul's 
son Jonathan went to David at Horesh and helped him find strength in God.1Sam.23:15-16  

David was greatly distressed because the men were talking of  stoning him; each one was bitter in spirit because of  his 
sons and daughters. But David found strength in the LORD his God.1Sam.30:6 

And we learn to trust God by hearing the Word of  God: 
 Isaiah asked what we all ask at one time or another: “Does anyone care, God? Is anyone listening and believing a 
word of  it?” The point is, Before you trust, you have to listen. But unless Christ's Word is preached, there's nothing 
to listen to.Rom.10:16-17 

 To the law and to the testimony! If  they do not speak according to this word, they have no light of  dawn. [Tell them, 
“No, we're going to study the Scriptures.” People who try the other ways get nowhere—a dead end!]Is.8:20   
What should we do if  we feel spiritually weak? 
“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly 
about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, 
in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.2Cor.12:9-10 
But as for me, I am filled with power, with the Spirit of  the LORD, and with justice and might,Mic.3:8 
The Spirit of  the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the 
prisoners, to proclaim the year of  the LORD's favour and the day of  vengeance of  our God, to comfort all who mourn 
and provide for those who grieve in Zion—to bestow on them a crown of  beauty instead of  ashes, the oil of  gladness 
instead of  mourning, and a garment of  praise instead of  a spirit of  despair. They will be called oaks of  righteousness, 
a planting of  the LORD for the display of  his splendour… I delight greatly in the LORD; my soul rejoices in my 
God. For he has clothed me with garments of  salvation and arrayed me in a robe of  righteousness, as a bridegroom 
adorns his head like a priest, and as a bride adorns herself  with her jewels. For as the soil makes the sprout come up 
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and a garden causes seeds to grow, so the Sovereign LORD will make righteousness and praise spring up before all 
nations.Is.61:1-10 
What should we do if  we feel emotionally weak? 
Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my 
Savior and my God.Ps.42:5;11;43:5 

How can we encourage others in the Lord? 
Listen to the Holy Spirit  
The Sovereign LORD has given me an instructed tongue, to know the word that sustains the weary. He wakens me 
morning by morning, wakens my ear to listen like one being taught.Is.50:4 
Sound Doctrine 
He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine 
and refute those who oppose it.Tit.1:9 
Know the truth and ensure that we are not decieved 
See to it, brothers, that none of  you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God. [But encourage 
one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of  you may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness. We have 
come to share in Christ if  we hold firmly till the end the confidence we had at first. As has just been said: “Today, if  
you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion.”Heb.3:12-15 
Meet together in Jesus Name 
and since we have a great priest over the house of  God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance 
of  faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure 
water. Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how we 
may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of  
doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.Heb.10;21-25 
Remind one another of  Jesus’ return 
For the Lord himself  will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of  the archangel and with the 
trumpet call of  God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught 
up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore 
encourage each other with these words.1Thess.4:16-18 
Remind one another of  God’s blessings 
Bless the Lord, O my soul and forget not all His benefits.Ps.103:1f 
How can we encourage those who will not receive our encouragement? 
Those who are not interested—if  possible, keep the friendship/relationship/rapport going 
If  it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.Rom.12:18 
Those who are divisive  
Warn a divisive person once, and then warn him a second time. After that, have nothing to do with him. You may be 
sure that such a man is warped and sinful; he is self-condemned.Tit.3:10-11 
Those who say they are Believers but not interested 
But now I am writing to you that you must not associate with anyone who claims to be a brother or sister but is sexually 
immoral or greedy, an idolater or slanderer, a drunkard or swindler. Do not even eat with such people.1Cor.5:11 
In the name of  the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers and sisters, to keep away from every believer who is 
idle and disruptive and does not live according to the teaching you received from us. For you yourselves know how you 
ought to follow our example. We were not idle when we were with you, nor did we eat anyone's food without paying for 
it. On the contrary, we worked night and day, labouring and toiling so that we would not be a burden to any of  you. 
We did this, not because we do not have the right to such help, but in order to offer ourselves as a model for you to 
imitate. For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: “The one who is unwilling to work shall not 
eat.”2Thess.3:6-10 
How would you define faith and Church quickly and clearly to a non-believer? 
Faith is a personal trust in Jesus Christ as your Lord and Saviour 
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Church is the gathering of  Believers in Jesus Christ in an accountable way (i.e. where there is 
some accountability because our values are based on the Scripture).  
Believers should always honour and reverence Jesus Christ as God and so when Believers meet 
together God is exalted and His wisdom is manifested 
His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of  God should be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly realms,Eph.3:10 
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work 
within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! 
Amen.Eph.3:20-21 
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09/08/2023 
Ps.78:56-72 
Video: The Insanity of  God 1 
Questions 
What are the non-negotiable Christian doctrines (statements about God and His plan of  salvation)?  
How can we know what is sound doctrine? 
Why should we be careful what we say? 
Why is it important to make our lips and lives agree?  
What did Jesus mean when He said “You are the light of  the world”?  
Is temptation wrong? 
How can we resist temptation? 
Comments 
What are the non-negotiable Christian doctrines (statements about God and His plan of  salvation)?  
Jesus is Lord; God raised Jesus from the dead—Rom.10 
Beyond all question, the mystery of  godliness is great: He appeared in a body, was vindicated by the Spirit, was seen 
by angels, was preached among the nations, was believed on in the world, was taken up in glory.1Tim.3:16 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of  heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of  the Holy Spirit 
and born of  the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. On the third day He rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated 

at the right hand of  the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of  the saints, the forgiveness 

of  sins, the resurrection of  the body and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
How can we know what is sound doctrine? 
Read the Bible— 
“You are in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of  God.Matt.22:29 
but the Bible must be read in the light of  the New Covenant. This means that Jesus has already come 
and paid the price for sin and He has already sent the Holy Spirit. The New Covenant is a spiritual 
covenant that is not dependant on keeping God’s rules to the letter but desiring to honour Him from 
our spirit 
Unlike so many, we do not peddle the word of  God for profit. On the contrary, in Christ we speak before God with 
sincerity, as those sent from God. Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, like some people, 
letters of  recommendation to you or from you? You yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts, known and read by 
everyone. You show that you are a letter from Christ, the result of  our ministry, written not with ink but with the 
Spirit of  the living God, not on tablets of  stone but on tablets of  human hearts. Such confidence we have through 
Christ before God. Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything for ourselves, but our competence comes 
from God. He has made us competent as ministers of  a new covenant—not of  the letter but of  the Spirit; for the 
letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.2Cor.2:17-3:6 
See what has the Church taught for 2000 years (not 20 or 200 years) 
Why should we be careful what we say? 
But I tell you that everyone will have to give account on the day of  judgment for every empty word they have spoken. 
For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned. [Let me tell you something: Every 
one of  these careless words is going to come back to haunt you. There will be a time of  Reckoning. Words are powerful; 
take them seriously. Words can be your salvation. Words can also be your damnation.]Matt.12:36-37 
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Why is it important to make our lips and lives agree?  
If  we don’t we are hypocrites. Of  course, we are not yet perfect but honesty, transparency, light, are 
characteristics of  God and so they should be characteristics of  Christians too. 
“Woe to you, teachers of  the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the kingdom of  heaven in men's faces. You 
yourselves do not enter, nor will you let those enter who are trying to.Matt.23:13 
He replied, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is written: “‘These people honour me with 
their lips, but their hearts are far from me. They worship me in vain; their teachings are but rules taught by men.' You 
have let go of  the commands of  God and are holding on to the traditions of  men.”Mk.7:6-8 
What did Jesus mean when He said “You are the light of  the world”?  
“You are the light of  the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it 
under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light 
shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.Matt.5:14-16 
Jesus is the Light of  the world 
When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of  the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of  life.” Jn.8:12 
“Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of  God might be displayed 
in him. As long as it is day, we must do the works of  him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 
While I am in the world, I am the light of  the world.”Jn.9:3-5 
But for you who revere my name, the sun of  righteousness will rise with healing in its rays. And you will go out and 
frolic like well-fed calves. Then you will trample on the wicked; they will be ashes under the soles of  your feet on the 
day when I act,” says the LORD Almighty.Mal.4:2-3 
We reflect God’s glory  
Do everything without grumbling or arguing, so that you may become blameless and pure, “children of  God without 
fault in a warped and crooked generation.”  Then you will shine among them like stars in the sky as you hold firmly 
to the word of  life. And then I will be able to boast on the day of  Christ that I did not run or labour in vain.Phil.2:14-
16 
Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which wage war against your soul. 
Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of  doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and 
glorify God on the day he visits us.1Pet.2:11-12 
Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how we may spur 
one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of  doing, but 
encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.Heb.10:23-25 
Is temptation wrong? 
No! The Greek for temptation and tempted can also mean testing and tested 
For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who is at the table? But I am 
among you as one who serves. You are those who have stood by me in my trials.Lk.22:27-28 
Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of  many kinds, because you know that the testing 
of  your faith produces perseverance.Jas.1:2-3 
Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will receive the crown of  life 
that the Lord has promised to those who love him.Jas.1:12 
In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief  in all kinds of  trials. 
These have come so that the proven genuineness of  your faith—of  greater worth than gold, which perishes even though 
refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honour when Jesus Christ is revealed.1Pet.6-7 
Jesus was tempted and He resisted him by the Word of  God 
Jesus, full of  the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the desert, where for forty days he 
was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of  them he was hungry. The devil said to 
him, “If  you are the Son of  God, tell this stone to become bread.” Jesus answered, It is written… Lk.4:1-4 
For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful 
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high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for* the sins of  the people. Because he himself  suffered 
when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.Heb.2:17-18 
Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens,* Jesus the Son of  God, let us hold 
firmly to the faith we profess. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but 
we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin. Let us then approach the throne 
of  grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of  need.Heb.4:14-16 
We should pray that we don’t sin when we are tempted 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. [Keep us from falling into sin when we are tempted. 
Save us from the evil one.]Matt.6:13 
We should also watch ourselves—be careful what we do and how we live 
“Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”Matt.26:41 
Brothers, if  someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently. But watch yourself, or you also 
may be tempted. [2] Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of  Christ. [3] If  anyone 
thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself. [4] Each one should test his own actions. Then he can 
take pride in himself, without comparing himself  to somebody else, [5] for each one should carry his own load.Gal.6:6-
1-5 
These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on whom the culmination of  
the ages has come. [So, if  you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don't fall! No temptation has overtaken 
you except what is common to mankind. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. 
But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can endure it.1Cor.10:11-13 
How can we resist temptation? 
The only way to get rid of  a temptation is to yield to it. Resist it, and your soul grows sick with 
longing for the things it has forbidden to itself, with desire for what its monstrous laws have made 
monstrous and unlawful... I can resist everything but temptation.Oscar Wilde 
Say “no!” 
For the grace of  God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and 
worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, while we wait for the blessed 
hope—the appearing of  the glory of  our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.Tit.2:11-13 

If  we don’t know that something is wrong, we may go into error or sin so it is important that we 
know what God says about something 
What should we say then? That the law is sin? Not at all! I wouldn't have known what sin was unless the law had 
told me. The law said, “Do not want what belongs to other people.” If  the law hadn't said that, I would not have 
known what it was like to want what belonged to others. But the commandment gave sin an opportunity. Sin caused 
me to want all kinds of  things that belonged to others. No one can break a law that doesn't exist. Before I knew 
about the law, I was alive. But then the commandment came. Sin came to life, and I died. I found that the commandment 
that was supposed to bring life actually brought death. When the commandment gave sin the opportunity, sin tricked 
me. It used the commandment to put me to death. So the law is holy. The commandment also is holy and right and 
good. Did what is good cause me to die? Not at all! Sin had to be recognized for what it really is. So it produced death 
in me through what was good. Because of  the commandment, sin became totally sinful. We know that the law is 
holy..Rom.7:7-14 
Be content 
But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of  
it. But if  we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. People who want to get rich fall into temptation and 
a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of  money is 
a root of  all kinds of  evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with 
many griefs.1Tim.6:6-10 
When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt 
anyone; but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed. Then, after desire has 
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conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death. Don't be deceived, my dear 
brothers.Jas.1:13-16 
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02/08/2023 
Ps.78:1-11 
Video: Dmitri's story 
Questions 
What makes our religion more than a ritual? 
Can we know if  we are spiritually health? 
What can we do to keep spiritually healthy? 
How can we renew our minds? 
Why should we meet together as Believers? 
Can you think of  any more “advisory points” to keep us spiritually healthy?  
Questions 
What makes our religion more than a ritual? 
Christianity is a heart religion 
Believe in your heart Rom.19:9-10 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.Matt.5:8 
“Of  all the commandments, which is the most important?” “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, 
O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind and with all your strength.' [31] The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.'* There is no 
commandment greater than these.” “Well said, teacher,” the man replied. “You are right in saying that God is one 
and there is no other but him. To love him with all your heart, with all your understanding and with all your strength, 
and to love your neighbour as yourself  is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.” When Jesus saw that 
he had answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of  God.” And from then on no one dared 
ask him any more questions.Mk.12:28-34 
“Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a tree bad and its fruit will be bad, for a tree is recognized by 
its fruit. You brood of  vipers, how can you who are evil say anything good? For the mouth speaks what the heart is 
full of. A good man brings good things out of  the good stored up in him, and an evil man brings evil things out of  the 
evil stored up in him. For whatever is in your heart determines what you say. A good person produces good things from 
the treasury of  a good heart, and an evil person produces evil things from the treasury of  an evil heart.] But I tell you 
that everyone will have to give account on the day of  judgment for every empty word they have spoken. For by your 
words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned.”Matt.12:33-37 
The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by life's worries, 
riches and pleasures, and they do not mature. But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, 
who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop.Lk.8:14-15 
When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall 
we do?” Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of  you, in the name of  Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of  
your sins. And you will receive the gift of  the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who 
are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.”Acts.2:37-39 
A person is not a Jew who is one only outwardly, nor is circumcision merely outward and physical. No, a person is a 
Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is circumcision of  the heart, by the Spirit, not by the written code. Such a 
person's praise is not from other people, but from God.Rom.2:28-29 
Each of  you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves 
a cheerful giver.2Cor.9:7 
Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when their eye is on you and to curry their favour, 
but with sincerity of  heart and reverence for the Lord. Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working 
for the Lord, not for human masters, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. 
It is the Lord Christ you are serving. Anyone who does wrong will be repaid for their wrongs, and there is no 
favouritism.Col3:22-25 
let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled 



Deal Pentecostal Church Bible Studies 2023 

89 

to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold unswervingly to the 
hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.Heb.10:22-23 
Faith—that personal trust in God and inter-action between us  
Praise is lifting of  hands (Judah) 
Rebellion is a shaking of  the fist   
Stop bringing meaningless offerings! Your incense is detestable to me. New Moons, Sabbaths and convocations—I 
cannot bear your worthless assemblies. Your New Moon feasts and your appointed festivals I hate with all my being. 
They have become a burden to me; I am weary of  bearing them. When you spread out your hands in prayer, I hide 
my eyes from you; even when you offer many prayers, I am not listening.Is.1:13-15 
Then Solomon stood before the altar of  the LORD in the presence of  all the assembly of  Israel and spread out his 
hands toward heaven, and said, “O LORD, God of  Israel there is no God like you, in heaven above or on earth 
beneath, keeping covenant and showing steadfast love to your servants who walk before you with all their 
heart;1Kg.7:22-23 
Can we know whether we are spiritually healthy? 
Yes! By loving God and one another— 
This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our 
brothers and sisters. If  anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, 
how can the love of  God be in that person? Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and 
in truth. This is how we know that we belong to the truth and how we set our hearts at rest in his presence: If  our 
hearts condemn us, we know that God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. Dear friends, if  our hearts 
do not condemn us, we have confidence before God and receive from him anything we ask, because we keep his commands 
and do what pleases him. And this is his command: to believe in the name of  his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one 
another as he commanded us. The one who keeps God's commands lives in him, and he in them. And this is how we 
know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us.1Jn.3:16-24  
The Holy Spirit testifies to our spirit 
The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought 
about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit himself  testifies with our spirit that 
we are God's children. Now if  we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of  God and co-heirs with Christ, if  indeed 
we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.Rom.8:15-17 
Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, set his seal of  ownership on us, and 
put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.2Cor.1:21-22 
And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of  truth, the gospel of  your salvation. When you 
believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance 
until the redemption of  those who are God's possession—to the praise of  his glory.Eph.1:13-14 
What can we do to keep spiritually healthy? 
Renewing our minds and meeting together for encouragement 
Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of  God's mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. Do not conform to the pattern of  this world, but be transformed 
by the renewing of  your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and 
perfect will.Rom.12:1-2 
How can we renew our minds? 
Washing with the Word of  God (read, meditate, muse, think and ponder the Scriptures) 
just as Christ loved the church and gave himself  up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water 
through the word, and to present her to himself  as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, 
but holy and blameless. Eph.5:25-27 
Why should we meet together as Believers? 
Encouragement 
And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as 
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some are in the habit of  doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day 
approaching.Heb.10:24-25 
Collective worship and prayer 
His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of  God should be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly realms, according to his eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.Eph.3:10-11 
Can you think of  any more “advisory points” to keep us spiritually healthy?  
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26/07/2023 
Ps.77 
Video: Why Is Jesus Different_ 
Questions 
What does “baptism” mean? 
What is Believers’ Baptism? 
Why is Believers’ Baptism important?  
Why did John the Baptist baptise people? 
Why did John the Baptist baptise Jesus? 
Why did Peter and John go to Samaria after Philip had baptised the new Believers? (Acts.8:9-17) 
Why did Paul baptise the Believers in Ephesus again after they had been baptised for repentance? 
(Acts.19:1-4) 
 
Comments 
What does “baptism” mean? 
Washing, saturation, immersion.  
John came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of  repentance for the remission of  sins.Mk.1:4 

From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of  heaven has come near.”Matt.4:17  
Now Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that he was gaining and baptizing more disciples than John—although 
in fact it was not Jesus who baptized, but his disciples. So he left Judea and went back once more to Galilee.Jn.4:1-3 
When Jesus had finished speaking, a Pharisee invited him to eat with him; so he went in and reclined at the table. 
But the Pharisee was surprised when he noticed that Jesus did not first wash [baptize] before the meal.Lk.11:37-38  
The Jewish Priests were “baptised” each day before they could minster in the Temple (the Bronze 
Laver held the water) 
Then the LORD said to Moses, “Make a bronze basin, with its bronze stand, for washing. Place it between the tent 
of  meeting and the altar, and put water in it. Aaron and his sons are to wash their hands and feet with water from 
it. Whenever they enter the tent of  meeting, they shall wash with water so that they will not die.Ex.30:17-20 
Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of  Jesus, by a new 
and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we have a great priest over the house of  
God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts 
sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.Heb.10:19-22 
Jesus explains we are clean by the Word and don’t need to be re-baptised if  we sin: 
[1] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off  every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every 
branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. You are already clean because of  the word I 
have spoken to you. Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the 
vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. “I am the vine; you are the branches. If  you remain in me 
and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If  you do not remain in me, you are like a 
branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. If  you remain 
in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. This is to my Father's glory, 
that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.Jn.15:1-8 
He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus replied, “You do not realize 
now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” Jesus 
answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but 
my hands and my head as well!” Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole 
body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of  you.” For he knew who was going to betray him, and that 
was why he said not every one was clean.Jn.13:6-11 
What is Believers’ Baptism? 
Believers’ Baptism is a washing ceremony to declare that a person has repented and placed their trust 
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in Jesus Christ. 
The CofE Baptism liturgy  
Baptism 
In baptism, God calls us out of  darkness into His marvellous light. To follow Christ means dying to 
sin and rising to new life with Him. Therefore I ask: 
Do you believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of  God? 
Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God? 
Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of  evil? 
Do you repent of  the sins that separate us from God and neighbour? 
Do you turn to Christ as Saviour? 
Do you submit to Christ as Lord? 
Do you come to Christ, the Way, the Truth and the Life? 
 
Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of  the apostles, “Men and brethren, 
what shall we do?” Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of  you be baptized in the name of  Jesus 
Christ for the remission of  sins; and you shall receive the gift of  the Holy Spirit. For the promise is to you and to your 
children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.”Acts.2:37-39  

So Paul asked, “Then what baptism did you receive?” “John's baptism,” they replied. Paul said, “John baptized 
people, calling them to turn away from their sins. He told them to believe in the one who was coming after him. Jesus 
is that one.” After hearing this, they were baptized in the name of  the Lord Jesus. Paul placed his hands on them. 
Then the Holy Spirit came on them. They spoke in languages they had not known before. They also prophesied. There 
were about 12 of  them in all.Acts.19:3-7  

The official said to Philip, “Look, there's some water. What can keep me from being baptized?” “Philip said to the 
official, ‘If  you believe with all your heart, you can be baptized.' The official answered, ‘I believe Jesus Christ is the 
Son of  God.' ” The official ordered the carriage to stop. He and Philip stepped into the water, and Philip baptized 
him.Acts.8:36-38  
By being baptized, we have been joined with him in his death. We will certainly also be joined with him in his 
resurrection.Rom.6:5 
 
Why is Believers’ Baptism important?  
Obedience.   
Therefore go and make disciples of  all nations, baptizing them in the name of  the Father and of  the Son and of  the 
Holy Spirit.Matt.28:19  
Baptism is part of  our “salvation package” 
Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.Mk.16:16 
For a good conscience and forgiveness of sins: 
Acts 2:38 Peter replied, “Repent and be __________ , every one of  you, in the name of  Jesus Christ for the And 
now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, calling on his name. 
baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of  dirt from the body but the pledge of  a clear conscience toward 
God. It saves you by the resurrection of  Jesus Christ,1Pet.3:21  
having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through your faith in the working of  
God, who raised him from the dead.Col.2:12  
 
Why did John the Baptist baptise people? 
Prepare people for the Kingdom of  God 
In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of  Judea and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of  
heaven has come near.” This is he who was spoken of  through the prophet Isaiah: “A voice of  one calling in the 
wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.' John's clothes were made of  camel's hair, and 
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he had a leather belt around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. People went out to him from Jerusalem 
and all Judea and the whole region of  the Jordan. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan 
River.Matt.3:1-5 
the word of  God came to John son of  Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the country around the Jordan, 
preaching a baptism of  repentance for the forgiveness of  sins.Lk.3:2-3 
 
Why did John the Baptist baptise Jesus? 
Fulfil righteousness 
Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John consented.Matt.3:15  
Let it be this way for now. It is right for us to do this. It carries out God's holy plan.NIrV 
It should be done, for we must carry out all that God requires.NLT 
This is the way it has to be now. This is the proper way to do everything that God requires of  us.GW 
Let it be this way for now. We should do all things that are God's will.NCV 
 
Why did Peter and John go to Samaria after Philip had baptised the new Believers? (Acts.8:9-
17) 
To impart the Holy Spirit  
But when they believed Philip as he proclaimed the good news of  the kingdom of  God and the name of  Jesus Christ, 
they were baptized, both men and women. Simon himself  believed and was baptized. And he followed Philip 
everywhere, astonished by the great signs and miracles he saw. When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had 
accepted the word of  God, they sent Peter and John to Samaria. When they arrived, they prayed for the new believers 
there that they might receive the Holy Spirit, because the Holy Spirit had not yet come on any of  them; they had simply 
been baptized in the name of  the Lord Jesus. Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the 
Holy Spirit.Acts.8:12-17 
 
Why did Paul baptise the Believers in Ephesus again after they had been baptised for 
repentance? (Acts.19:1-4) 
Their baptism was incomplete as they only knew about forgiveness of  sins and had not 
received the Holy Spirit  
Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of  Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was a learned man, with a thorough 
knowledge of  the Scriptures. He had been instructed in the way of  the Lord, and he spoke with great fervour and 
taught about Jesus accurately, though he knew only the baptism of  John. He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. 
When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they invited him to their home and explained to him the way of  God more 
adequately. When Apollos wanted to go to Achaia, the brothers and sisters encouraged him and wrote to the disciples 
there to welcome him. When he arrived, he was a great help to those who by grace had believed. For he vigorously 
refuted his Jewish opponents in public debate, proving from the Scriptures that Jesus was the Messiah. While Apollos 
was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at Ephesus. There he found some disciples and 
asked them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” They answered, “No, we have not even heard that 
there is a Holy Spirit.” So Paul asked, “Then what baptism did you receive?” “John's baptism,” they replied. Paul 
said, “John's baptism was a baptism of  repentance. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, 
in Jesus.” On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of  the Lord Jesus. When Paul placed his hands on them, 
the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied. There were about twelve men in 
all.Acts.18:24—19:1-7 
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19/07/2023 
Ps.76 
Video: Why Jehovah's Witnesses Get This Wrong About Jesus 6min f 
Questions 
What does it mean to be separate from the world? (As God has said: “I will live with them and walk among 
them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people.” “Therefore come out from them and be separate, says the 
Lord.2Cor.6 16-17) 
What does it mean to be God’s chosen people? (But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of  him who called you out of  darkness into his wonderful 
light.1Pet.2:9) 
How close is God to us? 
How close are we to God? 
How can we become more intimate with God? 
Comments 
What does it mean to be separate from the world? (As God has said: “I will live with them and walk 
among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people.” “Therefore come out from them and be separate, 
says the Lord.2Cor.6 16-17) 
“Holy” means consecrated and set aside for sacred use only; anything holy was not to be put into 
common use, for if  it was, it became profaned and common, not holy. 
Then the LORD said to Aaron, “You and your sons are not to drink wine or other fermented drink whenever you go 
into the tent of  meeting, or you will die. This is a lasting ordinance for the generations to come, so that you can 
distinguish between the holy and the common, between the unclean and the clean, and so you can teach the Israelites all 
the decrees the LORD has given them through Moses.”Lev.10:8-11 
Since the Lord is holy, He expected Israel to be holy. This word described the essence of  the 
Israelites: They were His holy people  
The LORD said to Moses, “Speak to the entire assembly of  Israel and say to them: ‘Be holy because I, the LORD 
your God, am holy.Ex.19:1-2 
‘Now obey me completely. Keep my covenant. If  you do, then out of  all of  the nations you will be my special treasure. 
The whole earth is mine. But you will be a kingdom of  priests to serve me. You will be my holy nation.’ That is what 
you must tell the Israelites.Ex.19:5-6  

You are a holy nation. The LORD your God has set you apart for himself. He has chosen you to be his special 
treasure. He chose you out of  all of  the nations on the face of  the earth to be his people. The LORD chose you because 
he loved you very much. He didn't choose you because you had more people than other nations. In fact, you had the 
smallest number of  all.Deut.7:6-7 19 
holiness adhered to the Lord's house and beautified it  
Your statutes, LORD, stand firm; holiness adorns your house for endless days.Ps.93:5 
The Lord's name is holy  
…he has defiled my sanctuary and profaned my holy name.Lev.20:3 
‘Consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am the LORD your God. Keep my decrees and follow them. I am the 
LORD, who makes you holy.Lev.20:7-8 
The Lord sanctifies the Israelites by making them his holy people, set apart to be his own, giving 
them a holy status; now he calls on them to consecrate themselves and be holy (i.e., dedicate 
themselves to holiness in practice) 
Holiness is not isolation from people but dedication to God. Jesus was never contaminated by mixing 
with sinners!  
But when the Son of  Man came, he ate and drank as you do. And you say, ‘This fellow is always eating and drinking 
far too much. He's a friend of  tax collectors and “sinners.”’ All who follow wisdom prove that wisdom is right.”Lk.7:34-

35 
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We are to be in the world but not of  the world 
What does it mean to be God’s chosen people? (But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of  him who called you out of  darkness into his 
wonderful light.1Pet.2:9) 
 
For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you out of  all 
the peoples on the face of  the earth to be his people, his treasured possession.Deut.7:6 
You are the children of  the LORD your God. Do not cut yourselves or shave the front of  your 
heads for the dead, for you are a people holy to the LORD your God. Out of  all the peoples on the 
face of  the earth, the LORD has chosen you to be his treasured possession.Deut.14:1-2 
 
For we know, brothers and sisters loved by God, that he has chosen you, because our gospel came 
to you not simply with words but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and deep 
conviction.1Thess.1:4-5 
“If  the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If  you belonged to the world, it would 
love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of  the world. 
That is why the world hates you. Remember what I told you: ‘A servant is not greater than his 
master.'* If  they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If  they obeyed my teaching, they will 
obey yours also. They will treat you this way because of  my name, for they do not know the one who 
sent me. If  I had not come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of  sin; but now they have 
no excuse for their sin. Whoever hates me hates my Father as well.Jn.15:18-23 
 
 
 
How close is God to us? 
 
Though the LORD is on high, he looks upon the lowly, but the proud he knows from afar.Ps.138:6 
But he who unites himself  with the Lord is one with him in spirit.1Cor.6:17 
“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, 
that all of  them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so 
that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory that you gave me, that 
they may be one as we are one—I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete 
unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 
“Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory 
you have given me because you loved me before the creation of  the world.Jn.17:20-24 
You, however, are not in the realm of  the flesh but are in the realm of  the Spirit, if  indeed the Spirit 
of  God lives in you. And if  anyone does not have the Spirit of  Christ, they do not belong to Christ. 
But if  Christ is in you, then even though your body is subject to death because of  sin, the Spirit gives 
life because of  righteousness. And if  the Spirit of  him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in 
you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of  his Spirit 
who lives in you.Rom.8:9-11 
I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in 
the body, I live by faith in the Son of  God, who loved me and gave himself  for me. Gal.2:20 
Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ 
Jesus is in you—unless, of  course, you fail the test?2Cor.13:12 
 
How close are we to God? 
Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. Since we live 
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by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying 
each other.Gal.5:24-26 
 
 
How can we become more intimate with God? 
Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come near to God and 
he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 
Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble 
yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.Jas.4:7-10 
Let us then approach God's throne of  grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find 
grace to help us in our time of  need.Heb.4:16 
let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our 
hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure 
water. Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.Heb.10:22-
23 
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12/07/2023 
Ps.75 
Video: Why Jehovah's Witnesses Get This Wrong About Jesus 
Questions 
What does the name “Jesus” mean? 
What makes the Christian Jesus unique? 
Why does it matter what we believe about Jesus? 
What is the difference between knowing the historical facts about Jesus and believing in Jesus? 
 
Comments 
What does the name “Jesus” mean? 
Saviour or deliverer 
Moses gave Hoshea son of  Nun the name Joshua.Nu.13:16  

But commission Joshua, and encourage and strengthen him, for he will lead this people across and will cause them to 
inherit the land that you will see.Deut.3:28  

You are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.Matt.1:21 
What makes the Christian Jesus unique? 
He is God and human 
God’s one and only Son;Jn.3:16  
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the 
beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, 
and that life was the light of  all mankind.Jn.1:1f 
You are the Christ. You are the Son of  the living God.”Matt.16;1 

Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own 
advantage; rather, he made himself  nothing by taking the very nature of  a servant, being made in human likeness. 
And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself  by becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross! 
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of  
Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of  God the Father.Phil.2:5-11 
Why does it matter what we believe about Jesus? 
Jesus is the TruthJn.14:6 and God is worshipped in truth—so we cannot worship God believing a lie! 
Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, 
for they are the kind of  worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and 
in truth.”Jn.4:23-24 
God looks on the heart 
The LORD does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks 
at the heart.”1Sam.16:7 
We didn't forget our God. We didn't spread out our hands in prayer to a strange god. If  we had, God would have 
discovered it. He knows the secrets of  our hearts.Ps.44:20-21 
But we want to honour God and really know what He has said rather than guess. If  we believe wrong 
things about God or misunderstand what He has said, we will easily be led astray or worse! And of  
course, we want to accurately represent Him. 
Jesus is“ ‘the stone you builders rejected, which has become the cornerstone.' Salvation is found in no one else, for there 
is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.”Acts.4:11-12 
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.Jn.14:6 
God our Savior, who wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of  the truth. For there is one God and 
one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus,1Tim.2:3-5 
What is the difference between knowing the historical facts about Jesus and believing in 
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Jesus? 
Faith 
And the Father who sent me has himself  testified concerning me. You have never heard his voice nor seen his form, nor 
does his word dwell in you, for you do not believe the one he sent. You study the Scriptures diligently because you think 
that in them you have eternal life. These are the very Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to 
have life.Jn.5:37-40 
The good news was preached to our people long ago. It has also been preached to us. The message they heard didn't 
have any value for them. They didn't combine it with faith.Heb.4:2  

But not all the people of  Israel accepted the good news. Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our message?” So faith 
comes from hearing the message. And the message that is heard is the word of  Christ. But I ask, “Didn't the people 
of  Israel hear?” Of  course they did. It is written, “Their voice has gone out into the whole earth. Their words have 
gone out from one end of  the world to the other.”Rom.10:16-18  
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05/07/2023 
Ps.74:1-12 
Video: The Question that Stops Christians in Their Tracks 
Questions 
What do you consider to be the core beliefs of  the Christian faith? 
What Scriptures would you use to reference these core beliefs? 
Why do some people accept what we say and some people do not accept? 
How important is the Church (the fellowship of  Believers, not the organisation) to our salvation? 
Comments 
What do you consider to be the core beliefs of  the Christian faith? 
The eternal existence of  the triune God—Father Son and Holy Spirit. 
Jesus’ virgin birth, vicarious death, bodily resurrection, physical ascension and physical return. 
A personal faith in Jesus’ deity and resurrection 
An acknowledgement of  the depravity (sinfulness) of  mankind 
Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of  heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of  the Holy Spirit 
and born of  the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. On the third day He rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated 

at the right hand of  the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of  the saints, the forgiveness 

of  sins, the resurrection of  the body and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

What Scriptures would you use to reference these core beliefs? 
The eternal existence of  the triune God—Father Son and Holy Spirit. 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the 
beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. Jn.1:1-3 
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.Deut.6:4 
As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of  the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit 
of  God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with 
him I am well pleased.”Matt.3:16-17 
Jesus’ virgin birth, vicarious death, bodily resurrection, physical ascension and physical 
return. 
“Joseph son of  David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the 
Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from 
their sins.” All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will conceive and give 
birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).Matt.1:20-23 
But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of  a woman, born under the law, to redeem those under 
the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship.Gal.4:4-5 
For what I received I passed on to you as of  first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 
that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, and 
then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of  the brothers and sisters at the same time, most 
of  whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of  
all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born.1Cor.15:3-8 
All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself  through Christ and gave us the ministry of  reconciliation: that God 
was reconciling the world to himself  in Christ, not counting people's sins against them.2Cor.5:18-19 
My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if  anybody does sin, we have an advocate with the 
Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for 
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the sins of  the whole world.1Jn.2:1-2 
“Don't be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not 
here. See the place where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of  you into Galilee. 
There you will see him, just as he told you.' ”Mk.16:6-7 
But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of  those who have fallen asleep. For since death came 
through a man, the resurrection of  the dead comes also through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will 
be made alive. But each in turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him. Then the end 
will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. 
For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death.1Cor.115:20-
25 
After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. They were looking 
intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. “Men of  Galilee,” 
they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, 
will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”Acts.1:9-11 
“Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he 
was still with you in Galilee: ‘The Son of  Man must be delivered over to the hands of  sinners, be crucified and on the 
third day be raised again.' ” Then they remembered his words.Lk.24:5-8 
Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of  men, who have no 
hope. We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen 
asleep in him. According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of  
the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself  will come down from heaven, 
with a loud command, with the voice of  the archangel and with the trumpet call of  God, and the dead in Christ will 
rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage each other with these words.1Thess.4:13-
18 
He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.Rev.22:20 
A personal faith in Jesus’ deity and resurrection 
That if  you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 
you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess 
and are saved. As the Scripture says, “Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame.” For there is no difference 
between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of  all and richly blesses all who call on him, for, “Everyone who 
calls on the name of  the Lord will be saved.”Rom.10:9-13 
When Jesus came to the region of  Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of  Man is?” 
They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of  the prophets.” “But 
what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of  the 
living God.” Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of  Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my 
Father in heaven.Matt.16:13-17 
As they travelled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. Why shouldn't I 
be baptized?” Philip said, “If  you believe with all your heart, you may.” The eunuch answered, “I believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of  God.”Acts.8:36-37 
An acknowledgement of  the depravity (sinfulness) of  mankind 
What shall we conclude then? Are we any better*? Not at all! We have already made the charge that Jews and 
Gentiles alike are all under sin. As it is written: “There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who 
understands, no one who seeks God. All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who 
does good, not even one.”Rom.3:9-12 
But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. 
This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, for all have 
sinned and fall short of  the glory of  God, and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by 
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Christ Jesus. God presented him as a sacrifice of  atonement, through faith in his blood.Rom.3:21-25 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot out my 
transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. For I know my transgressions, and my sin is 
always before me. Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are proved right 
when you speak and justified when you judge. Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived 
me. Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; you teach me wisdom in the inmost place. Cleanse me with hyssop, and 
I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.Ps.51:1-7 
Why do some people accept what we say and some people do not accept? 
“‘Go to this people and say, “You will be ever hearing but never understanding; you will be ever seeing but never 
perceiving.” For this people's heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with their ears, and they have closed their 
eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts and turn, and I would 
heal them.'Acts.28:26-27 
“Stop grumbling among yourselves,” Jesus answered. “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws 
him, and I will raise him up at the last day. It is written in the Prophets: ‘They will all be taught by God.' Everyone 
who listens to the Father and learns from him comes to me.Jn.6:43-45 
The crowd that was there and heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel had spoken to him. Jesus said, 
“This voice was for your benefit, not mine. Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of  this world 
will be driven out. But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself.” He said this to show the 
kind of  death he was going to die.Jn.12:29-33 
Therefore, since the promise of  entering his rest still stands, let us be careful that none of  you be found to have fallen 
short of  it. For we also have had the gospel preached to us, just as they did; but the message they heard was of  no value 
to them, because those who heard did not combine it with faith. Now we who have believed enter that rest, just as God 
has said, “So I declared on oath in my anger, ‘They shall never enter my rest.'”And yet his work has been finished 
since the creation of  the world. For somewhere he has spoken about the seventh day in these words: “And on the seventh 
day God rested from all his work.” And again in the passage above he says, “They shall never enter my rest.” It still 
remains that some will enter that rest, and those who formerly had the gospel preached to them did not go in, because 
of  their disobedience. Therefore God again set a certain day, calling it Today, when a long time later he spoke through 
David, as was said before: “Today, if  you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts.” For if  Joshua had given them 
rest, God would not have spoken later about another day. There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of  God; 
for anyone who enters God's rest also rests from his own work, just as God did from his. Let us, therefore, make every 
effort to enter that rest, so that no one will fall by following their example of  disobedience.Heb.4:1-11 
But not all the Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our message?” Consequently, 
faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word of  Christ. But I ask: Did they not 
hear? Of  course they did: “Their voice has gone out into all the earth, their words to the ends of  the world.” Again I 
ask: Did Israel not understand? First, Moses says, “I will make you envious by those who are not a nation; I will 
make you angry by a nation that has no understanding.” And Isaiah boldly says, “I was found by those who did not 
seek me; I revealed myself  to those who did not ask for me.” But concerning Israel he says, “All day long I have held 
out my hands to a disobedient and obstinate people.”Rom.10:17-21 
How important is the Church (the fellowship of  Believers, not the organisation) to our salvation? 
The Church is the gathering of  God’s people in the Name of  Jesus Christ 

The word Church is from the Greek ἐκκλησία (Eklesia) meaning a gathering of  citizens called 
out from their homes into some public place for the purpose of  deliberating (deliberating = 
discourse or debate with action taken after careful consideration).  
 Gathering:  Church is always a gathering of  people never just 1 or 2 people in their 
home.  
 Citizens:  Christians are citizens of  heaven. This has nothing to do with our natural or first 
birth but solely to do with our second birth from above:  
Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of  God's 
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household, built on the foundation of  the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself  as the chief  cornerstone. In 
him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being 
built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.Eph.2:19-22 
But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ.Phil.3:20 
 Called:  We have responded to God’s call and are doing something about it. Church is 
when we leave our home thinking - lunch, business, family, friends, leisure etc. to worship God with 
a single mind:  
His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge of  him who called us 
by his own glory and goodness. 2Pet.1:3 
 Public:  Church meets in public not in private. We are not a secret society or cult. We are 
transparent and accountable.  
Now this is our boast: Our conscience testifies that we have conducted ourselves in the world, and especially in our 
relations with you, in the holiness and sincerity that are from God. We have done so not according to worldly wisdom 
but according to God's grace. For we do not write you anything you cannot read or understand.2Cor.1:12-13  
Unlike so many, we do not peddle the word of  God for profit. On the contrary, in Christ we speak before God with 
sincerity, like men sent from God. 2Cor.2:17   
 Purpose:   Our meetings are deliberate, we intend to take action after hearing the 
facts: 
they received the message with great eagerness and sincerity the Scriptures every day to see if  what Paul said was true. 
Acts 17:11 
We are Church when we come together in public to make quality decisions to change after 
spending time in God’s presence.  
Church is always an activity with purpose. We don’t come together casually but determine to give our 
best to God because He deserves it. Worship means worth-ship; what God is worth to me.  
 
Church is also where God displays His wisdom 
His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of  God should be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly realms, according to his eternal purpose which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. In 
him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence.Eph.3:10-12 
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28/06/2023 
Ps.73:12-28 
Video: David Suchet In the Footsteps of  Peter 2 50 
Questions 
What can we learn from the history stories in the Bible? 
What is your favourite history story in the Old Testament? 
What is your favourite history story in the New Testament? 
What event in your life could you call your “Ebenezer”? (i.e. what event in your life reminds you 
that God has helped you?) 
Comments 
What can we learn from the history stories in the Bible? 
Faith—how to trust God and how to get right with God 
The words “God accepted Abraham's faith” were written not only for Abraham. They were written also for us. We 
believe in the God who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. So God will accept our faith and make us right with 
himself.Rom.4:23-24  

Cf  Psalm 51 Rom.10:9f 
Endurance and Encouragement 
For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the endurance taught in the 
Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope.Rom.15:4 
Different aspects of  Jesus’ ministry 
You study the Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have eternal life. These are the very Scriptures 
that testify about me.Jn.5:39 
Many of  the historical events were illustrations or types of  Jesus’ Ministry: 
This organic unity of  Israel and the Messiah explains how events, institutions, and predictions, 
which initially were purely Israelitish, could with truth be regarded as finding their full 
accomplishment in the Messiah. From this point of  view the whole Old Testament becomes the 
perspective in which the figure of  the Messiah stands out. And perhaps the most valuable element 
in Rabbinic commentation on Messianic times is that in which, as so frequently, it is explained, that 
all the miracles and deliverances of  Israel’s past would be re-enacted, only in a much wider manner, 
in the days of  the Messiah. Thus the whole past was symbolic, and typical of  the future — the Old 
Testament the glass, through which the universal blessings of  the latter days were seen. It is in this 
sense that we would understand the two sayings of  the Talmud: ‘All the prophets prophesied only 
of  the days of  the Messiah,’ and ‘The world was created only for the Messiah.’ Life and Times of  
Jesus the Messiah. A. Edersheim 
To be sure, sin was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not charged against anyone's account where there 
is no law. Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of  Adam to the time of  Moses, even over those who did not sin 
by breaking a command, as did Adam, who is a pattern [type/prefigurement] of  the one to come.Ro,.5:13-14 
But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of  those who have fallen asleep. For since death came 
through a man, the resurrection of  the dead comes also through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will 
be made alive. But each in turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him. Then the end 
will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and 
power… So it is written: “The first man Adam became a living being”; the last Adam, a life-giving 
spirit.1Cor.15:20-24;45 
Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon 
celebration or a Sabbath day. These are a shadow of  the things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in 
Christ.Col.2:16-17 
“Then have them make a sanctuary for me, and I will dwell among them. Make this tabernacle and all its 
furnishings exactly like the pattern I will show you.Ex.25:8-9 
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Now there have been many of  those priests, since death prevented them from continuing in office; but because Jesus 
lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood. Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through 
him, because he always lives to intercede for them. Such a high priest truly meets our need—one who is holy, 
blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens. Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to 
offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of  the people. He sacrificed for their sins once 
for all when he offered himself. For the law appoints as high priests men in all their weakness; but the oath, which 
came after the law, appointed the Son, who has been made perfect forever. Now the main point of  what we are saying 
is this: We do have such a high priest, who sat down at the right hand of  the throne of  the Majesty in heaven, and 
who serves in the sanctuary, the true tabernacle set up by the Lord, not by a mere human being. Every high priest is 
appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices, and so it was necessary for this one also to have something to offer. If  he 
were on earth, he would not be a priest, for there are already priests who offer the gifts prescribed by the law. They 
serve at a sanctuary that is a copy and shadow of  what is in heaven. This is why Moses was warned when he was 
about to build the tabernacle: “See to it that you make everything according to the pattern shown you on the 
mountain.” But in fact the ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs as the covenant of  which he is mediator 
is superior to the old one, since the new covenant is established on better promises.Heb.7:23-8:6 
Abraham/Isaac on Mount Moriah 
Abraham’s servant seeking bride for Isaac 
Noah and ark 
when God waited patiently in the days of  Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, 
were saved through water, and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of  dirt from 
the body but the pledge of  a clear conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of  Jesus Christ, who has 
gone into heaven and is at God's right hand—with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.1Pet.3:20-
22 
 
What is your favourite history story in the Old Testament? 
Balaam 
Then the angel of  the LORD stood in a narrow path through the vineyards, with walls on both sides. When the 
donkey saw the angel of  the LORD, it pressed close to the wall, crushing Balaam's foot against it. So he beat the 
donkey again. Nu.22:25 
God is not human, that he should lie, not a human being, that he should change his mind. Does he speak and then 
not act? Does he promise and not fulfil? I have received a command to bless; he has blessed, and I cannot change 
it.Num.23:19-20 
They fought against Midian, as the LORD commanded Moses, and killed every man. Among their victims were 
Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur and Reba—the five kings of  Midian. They also killed Balaam son of  Beor with the 
sword.Num.31:7-8 
No Ammonite or Moabite or any of  their descendants may enter the assembly of  the LORD, not even in the tenth 
generation. For they did not come to meet you with bread and water on your way when you came out of  Egypt, and 
they hired Balaam son of  Beor from Pethor in Aram Naharaim to pronounce a curse on you. However, the LORD 
your God would not listen to Balaam but turned the curse into a blessing for you, because the LORD your God 
loves you. Do not seek a treaty of  friendship with them as long as you live.Deut.23:3-6 
[Ruth–David = 3 generations. Grace always triumphs over law!] 
Then Boaz announced to the elders and all the people, “Today you are witnesses that I have bought from Naomi all 
the property of  Elimelek, Kilion and Mahlon. I have also acquired Ruth the Moabite, Mahlon's widow, as my 
wife… This, then, is the family line of  Perez: Perez was the father of  Hezron… [the father of  Boaz], Boaz the 
father of  Obed, Obed the father of  Jesse, and Jesse the father of  David. Ruth.4:9-22 [Ruth–David = 3 
generations. Grace always triumphs over law!] 
 
What is your favourite story in the New Testament? 
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Angels Appear to the Shepherds Lk.2:8-20 
 
 
 
What event in your life could you call your “Ebenezer”? (i.e. what event in your life reminds you 
that God has helped you?) 
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21/06/2023 
 
Questions: 
How can we keep our faith (our relationship with God) simple without losing it’s profoundness? 
What is the difference between knowledge and wisdom? 
How does the Bible define a “fool”? 
What are the benefits of  being wise? 
 
 
Were the two born-again Believers, Ananias and Sapphira killed by God? (Acts.5) 
Give your reasons, using only the evidence of  what is actually written in the Scriptures—but 
remember born-again Believers are under the New Covenant. 
 
Facts. 
They were both Believers and were accepted as bona fide Believers  
They gave cheerfully, willingly and generously. 
Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 
Each of  you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves 
a cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, 
you will abound in every good work. As it is written: “They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; their 
righteousness endures forever.” Now he who supplies seed to the Sower and bread for food will also supply and increase 
your store of  seed and will enlarge the harvest of  your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way so that you can 
be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.2Cor.9:6-11 
They gave in agreement with each other 
They both died 
They lied to Peter 
The lied to the Holy Spirit  
They tested God 
Peter said to her, “How could you agree to test the Spirit of  the Lord? Look! The feet of  the men who buried your 
husband are at the door, and they will carry you out also.”Acts.5:9 
Now then, why do you try to test God by putting on the necks of  Gentiles a yoke that neither we nor our ancestors 
have been able to bear? Acts 15:10  
Matt.4:1 to be tempted by the devil. .... 
Matt.16:1 up, and testing Jesus, they asked Him .... 
Matt.22:18 are you testing Me, you hypocrites?  
2Cor.13:5 Test yourselves to see if  .... 
Heb.3:9 your fathers tried me by testing me, .... 
Heb.4:15 has been tempted in all things as .... 
Jas.1:13 he is tempted, “I am being tempted .... 
Jas.1:14 one is tempted when he is carried .... 
Rev.2:2 and you put to the test those .... 
Rev.2:10 will be tested, and you will have .... 
 
 
These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on whom 
the fulfilment of  the ages has come. So, if  you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don't 
fall! No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not 
let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way 
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out so that you can stand up under it.1Cor.10:11-13 
 
 
We are a spirit-soul-body-being not just a spirit-being with a personality and body. Both the physical and 
the non-physical components in man combine together to form an integrated unity. We are 
the sum of  spirit, soul and body. May God himself, the God of  peace, sanctify you through and through. May 
your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of  our Lord Jesus Christ.1Thess.5.23 When God 
created Adam, He breathed His life into him and Adam was became a living being that was distinct 
from the rest of  Creation: the LORD God formed the man from the dust of  the ground and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of  life, and the man became a living being [soul].Gen.2:7Although Adam was made in God’s 
image, he was still a man not a god—a creation, not the Creator. We are not divine and neither are 
we “little-gods”—we possess no supernatural or superhuman powers of  ourself. Any notion that 
we have inherent supernatural or god-like powers, is not only obvious from experience, but it is un-
Biblical and a heresy that will expose us to the influence of  deceiving spirits. The Bible teaches that 
we all need God’s supernatural help and that we cannot rely on any powers latent within ourself. We 
are made for God’s glory but we are totally dependent upon Him. That means our proper role is 
found only in submission to God—which is totally contrary to the idea that man has infinite potential 
within his own personality. However, when a person becomes a Christian, God takes up residence 
within them in the Person of  the Holy Spirit who empowers them to live for God. We are not left 
to face life by ourselves because God resides within every Christian. The virgin will be with child and will 
give birth to a son, and they will call him Emmanuel—which means, “God with us.”Matt.1:23 And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another Counsellor to be with you forever—the Spirit of  truth. The world cannot accept 
him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. I will not 
leave you as orphans; I will come to you.Jn.14:16-18 God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” So 
we say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?”Heb.13:5-6 
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14/06/2023 
Psalm 73:1-17 
Video: David Suchet In the Footsteps of  Peter 2 40 
Questions 
What is new life in Christ? 
Why should we tell others about our new life in Christ? 
Why would God use us to tell others about our new life in Christ? 
How can we prepare ourself  to tell others about our new life in Christ? 
Why would people want to listen to us talk about our new life in Christ? 
Comments 
What is new life in Christ? 
New life in Christ is a spiritual new life—but extends into our physical and mental life 
because we are spirit, soul and body. 
May God himself, the God of  peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be 
kept blameless at the coming of  our Lord Jesus Christ.1Thess.5:23 
For the word of  God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul 
and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of  the heart.Heb.4:12 
“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.' The 
second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no commandment greater than these.” “Well said, teacher,” 
the man replied. “You are right in saying that God is one and there is no other but him. To love him with all your 
heart, with all your understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbour as yourself  is more 
important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.”Mk.12:29-33 
Life is from God  
The Spirit of  God has made me; the breath of  the Almighty gives me life.Job.33:4 
Jesus showed us what God is like 
Jesus answered: “Don't you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has 
seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father'? Don't you believe that I am in the Father, and 
that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living 
in me, who is doing his work.Jn.14:9-10 
Our new life is Christ in us  
To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of  this mystery, which is Christ in 
you, the hope of  glory.Col.1:27 
Jesus is obedient, wise and has favour with God and people 
Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his mother treasured all these things in 
her heart. And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man.Lk.2:51-52 
Jesus is full of  joy 
But about the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever; a sceptre of  justice will be the scepter 
of  your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has set you above 
your companions by anointing you with the oil of  joy.”Heb.1:8-9 
Jesus is full of  grace and truth 
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of  the one and only Son, 
who came from the Father, full of  grace and truth. (John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, “This is the 
one I spoke about when I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.' ”) Out of  his 
fullness we have all received grace in place of  grace already given. For the law was given through Moses; grace and 
truth came through Jesus Christ.Jn.1:14-17 
Jesus is gentle and humble  
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from 
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me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is 
light.”Matt.11:28-39 
Jesus is always working 
In his defence Jesus said to them, “My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I too am working.”Jn.5:17 
Jesus honours His Father 
“I am not possessed by a demon,” said Jesus, “but I honour my Father and you dishonour me. I am not seeking 
glory for myself; but there is one who seeks it, and he is the judge. Very truly I tell you, whoever obeys my word will 
never see death.”Jn.8:49-51 
God literally breathed His breath into Adam, but Adam died—he was seperated from God 
Then the LORD God formed a man from the dust of  the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of  life, 
and the man became a living being.Gen.2:7 
Our new life is God’s life that He imparts to us—Jesus literally breathed on His Disciples as a 
demonstration and illustration of  the life of  God imparted to us. This is New Covenant 
conversion—the new birth which results in reconciliation to God and restoration with Him 
Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” And with that he breathed on 
them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.Jn.20:21-22 
Conversion under the New Covenant is God’s breath (Spirit) in us again  
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of  the LORD! This is 
what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life. I will attach 
tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to 
life. Then you will know that I am the LORD.' ”Ezek.37:4-6 
This is what God the LORD says—the Creator of  the heavens, who stretches them out, who spreads out the earth 
with all that springs from it, who gives breath to its people, and life to those who walk on it: “I, the LORD, have 
called you in righteousness; I will take hold of  your hand. I will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the 
people and a light for the Gentiles, to open eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison and to release from the 
dungeon those who sit in darkness.Is.42:5-7 
Why should we tell others about our new life in Christ? 
Jesus said that we should tell others about this new life 
Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and 
make disciples of  all nations, baptizing them in the name of  the Father and of  the Son and of  the Holy Spirit, 
and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of  
the age.”Matt.28:18-20 
He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. Whoever believes and is baptized will 
be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my 
name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes with their hands; and 
when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will 
get well.”Mk.16:15-18 
Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told them, “This is what is written: The 
Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance for the forgiveness of  sins will be 
preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of  these things. [49] I am going to 
send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on 
high.”Lk.24:45-48 
This new life is worth sharing 
In that day they will say, “Surely this is our God; we trusted in him, and he saved us. This is the LORD, we 
trusted in him; let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation.”Is.25:9 
But when the kindness and love of  God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of  righteous things we had 
done, but because of  his mercy. He saved us through the washing of  rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom 
he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might 
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become heirs having the hope of  eternal life. This is a trustworthy saying. And I want you to stress these things, so 
that those who have trusted in God may be careful to devote themselves to doing what is good. These things are 
excellent and profitable for everyone.Tit.3:4-8 
 
Why would God use us to tell others about our new life in Christ? 
God has no one else! 
We are saved by God’s grace,  
So do not be ashamed of  the testimony about our Lord or of  me his prisoner. Rather, join with me in suffering for 
the gospel, by the power of  God. He has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of  anything we have done 
but because of  his own purpose and grace.2Tim.1:8-9 
We are not saved because of  our ability or spirituality 
Brothers and sisters, think of  what you were when you were called. Not many of  you were wise by human 
standards; not many were influential; not many were of  noble birth. But God chose the foolish things of  the world to 
shame the wise; God chose the weak things of  the world to shame the strong. God chose the lowly things of  this 
world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, so that no one may boast 
before him. It is because of  him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our 
righteousness, holiness and redemption. Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one who boasts boast in the 
Lord.”1Cor.1:26-31 
You may say to yourself, “My power and the strength of  my hands have produced this wealth for me.” But remember 
the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he 
swore to your ancestors, as it is today. Deut.8:17-18 
After the LORD your God has driven them out before you, do not say to yourself, “The LORD has brought me 
here to take possession of  this land because of  my righteousness.” No, it is on account of  the wickedness of  these 
nations that the LORD is going to drive them out before you. It is not because of  your righteousness or your integrity 
that you are going in to take possession of  their land; but on account of  the wickedness of  these nations, the LORD 
your God will drive them out before you, to accomplish what he swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
Understand, then, that it is not because of  your righteousness that the LORD your God is giving you this good land 
to possess, for you are a stiff-necked people.Deut.9:4-6 
But God has qualified and equipped us 
and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of  his holy people in the 
kingdom of  light. For he has rescued us from the dominion of  darkness and brought us into the kingdom of  the 
Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of  sins.Col.1:12-14 
Now may the God of  peace, who through the blood of  the eternal covenant brought back from the dead our Lord 
Jesus, that great Shepherd of  the sheep, equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us 
what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.Heb.13:20-21 
How can we prepare ourself  to tell others about our new life in Christ? 
Study and know what the Bible actually says 
Do your best to present yourself  to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly 
handles the word of  truth. [Study to show thyself  approved unto God, a workman that needs not to be ashamed, 
dividing the word of  truth aright.GV] 2Tim.2:15 
You are in error [mistaken, deceived, wrong], because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of  God.Matt.22:29  
For Ezra had devoted himself  to the study and observance of  the Law of  the LORD, and to teaching its decrees 
and laws in Israel.Ezra.7:10 
Why would people want to listen to us talk about our new life in Christ? 
We are the most blessed people 
Praise be to the God and Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every 
spiritual blessing in Christ. For he chose us in him before the creation of  the world to be holy and blameless in his 
sight. In love he predestined us for adoption to sonship* through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and 
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will—to the praise of  his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves.Eph.1:3-6 
God blesses those who are poor and realize their need for him, for the Kingdom of  Heaven is theirs. God blesses those 
who mourn, for they will be comforted. God blesses those who are humble, for they will inherit the whole earth. God 
blesses those who hunger and thirst for justice, for they will be satisfied. God blesses those who are merciful, for they will 
be shown mercy. God blesses those whose hearts are pure, for they will see God. God blesses those who work for peace, 
for they will be called the children of  God. God blesses those who are persecuted for doing right, for the Kingdom of  
Heaven is theirs. God blesses you when people mock you and persecute you and lie about you and say all sorts of  evil 
things against you because you are my followers. Be happy about it! Be very glad! For a great reward awaits you in 
heaven. And remember, the ancient prophets were persecuted in the same way.Matt.5:3-12 
 
People should be able to see what we have: 
Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of  doing wrong, they may see your good deeds 
and glorify God on the day he visits us.1Pet.2:12 
Do everything without grumbling or arguing, so that you may become blameless and pure, “children of  God without 
fault in a warped and crooked generation.” Then you will shine among them like stars in the sky  as you hold firmly 
to the word of  life. Phil.2:14-16 
Similarly, encourage the young men to be self-controlled. In everything set them an example by doing what is good. In 
your teaching show integrity, seriousness and soundness of  speech that cannot be condemned, so that those who oppose 
you may be ashamed because they have nothing bad to say about us.Tit.2:6-8 
But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the 
reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those 
who speak maliciously against your good behaviour in Christ may be ashamed of  their slander. 1Pet.3:15-16 
 
This is what the LORD Almighty says: “In those days ten people from all languages and nations will take firm 
hold of  one Jew by the hem of  his robe and say, ‘Let us go with you, because we have heard that God is with you.' 
”Zech.8:23 
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07/06/2023 
Psalm 72:1-11 
Video: David Suchet In the Footsteps of  Peter 2 30 
Questions 
In what way is God “sovereign”? 
Explain Acts.4:28—Through your will and power, they did everything that you had already decided should be 
done. 
Does God control everything? 
Why does God allow bad things to happen? 
What role do we have in life? 
Define “maturity” 
How can we become spiritually mature? 
 
Comments 
In what way is God “sovereign”? 
Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace.Lk.2:29 
God is omnipotent, omnipresent, omniscient and omnibenevolent. Sovereign means despot 
(in the true sense of  able to do anything they want) but because He is omnibenevolent (always 
good), God will not do us any injustice 
For I proclaim the name of  the LORD: Ascribe greatness to our God. He is the Rock, His work is perfect; For all 
His ways are justice, A God of  truth and without injustice; Righteous and upright is He.Deut.32:3-4 
Far be it from you to do such a thing—to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked 
alike. Far be it from you! Will not the Judge of  all the earth do right?”Gen.18:25 
Explain Acts.4:28—Through your will and power, they did everything that you had already decided should be 
done. 
Everything is under God’s control.   
You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honour and power, for you created all things, and by your 
will they were created and have their being.Rev.4:11 
“Friends, why are you doing this? We too are only human, like you. We are bringing you good news, telling you to 
turn from these worthless things to the living God, who made the heavens and the earth and the sea and everything in 
them. In the past, he let all nations go their own way. Yet he has not left himself  without testimony: He has shown 
kindness by giving you rain from heaven and crops in their seasons; he provides you with plenty of  food and fills your 
hearts with joy.”Acts.14:15-17 
From the beginning of  time, God has had a plan to redeem mankind  
The inhabitants of  the earth whose names have not been written in the book of  life from the creation of  the world 
will be astonished when they see the beast, because it once was, now is not, and yet will come. This calls for a mind 
with wisdom. Rev.17:8-9 
All inhabitants of  the earth will worship the beast—all whose names have not been written in the Lamb's book of  
life, the Lamb who was slain from the creation of  the world.Rev.13:8 
you were redeemed from the empty way of  life handed down to you from your ancestors, but with the precious blood 
of  Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. He was chosen before the creation of  the world, but was revealed in 
these last times for your sake. Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and 
so your faith and hope are in God.1Pet.1:18-21 
For he chose us in him before the creation of  the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.Eph.1:4 
“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the 
kingdom prepared for you since the creation of  the world.Matt.25:34 
But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God chose you to 
be saved through the sanctifying work of  the Spirit and through belief  in the truth. He called you to this through our 
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gospel, that you might share in the glory of  our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the 
teachings we passed on to you, whether by word of  mouth or by letter.2Thess.2:13-15 
Does God control everything? 
Yes He is in ultimate control but He does not immediately intervene in man’s rebellion 
When men began to increase in number on the earth and daughters were born to them, the sons of  God saw that the 
daughters of  men were beautiful, and they married any of  them they chose. Then the LORD said, “My Spirit will 
not contend with man forever, for he is mortal; his days will be a hundred and twenty years.”Gen.6:1-3 
Then the LORD said, “The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their sin so grievous that I will go 
down and see if  what they have done is as bad as the outcry that has reached me. If  not, I will know.” The men 
turned away and went toward Sodom, but Abraham remained standing before the LORD. Then Abraham 
approached him and said: “Will you sweep away the righteous with the wicked? What if  there are fifty righteous 
people in the city? Will you really sweep it away and not spare the place for the sake of  the fifty righteous people in 
it? Far be it from you to do such a thing—to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked 
alike. Far be it from you! Will not the Judge of  all the earth do right?”Gen.18:20-25 
We give thanks to you, O God, we give thanks, for your Name is near; men tell of  your wonderful deeds. You say, 
“I choose the appointed time; it is I who judge uprightly.Ps.75:1-2 
Jesus said that we should pray and not give up 
Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up… And the Lord 
said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to 
him day and night? Will he keep putting them off ? I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, 
when the Son of  Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?”Lk.18:1-8  
Fate says “what will be, will be”. Faith says: “God’s will, will be”. Faith is active not passive. Faith 
prays and asks God that His will is done. Fate is resigned to “chance” and puts up with it. 
Why does God allow bad things to happen? 
God has given us a choice: 
The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of  Eden to work it and take care of  it. And the 
LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the 
tree of  the knowledge of  good and evil, for when you eat of  it you will surely die.”Gen.2:15-17 
 
“Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your forefathers worshiped beyond 
the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. But if  serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for 
yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of  the 
Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.” Then the people 
answered, “Far be it from us to forsake the LORD to serve other gods! …We too will serve the LORD, because he 
is our God.” …Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the LORD. He is a holy God; he is a jealous 
God. He will not forgive your rebellion and your sins. If  you forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods, he will turn 
and bring disaster on you and make an end of  you, after he has been good to you.” But the people said to Joshua, 
“No! We will serve the LORD.” Then Joshua said, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen to 
serve the LORD.” “Yes, we are witnesses,” they replied. “Now then,” said Joshua, “throw away the foreign gods 
that are among you and yield your hearts to the LORD, the God of  Israel.” And the people said to Joshua, “We 
will serve the LORD our God and obey him.”Josh.24:14-24 
What role do we have in life? Is everything pre-destined, or can we alter the destiny? 
Job replied to the LORD: “I know that you can do all things; no purpose of  yours can be thwarted.Job.42:1-2 
“LORD, the God of  our ancestors, are you not the God who is in heaven?* You rule over all the kingdoms of  the 
nations. Power and might are in your hand, and no one can withstand you.2Chron.20:6 
In him we were also chosen, having been predestined; according to the plan of  him who works out everything in 
conformity with the purpose of  his will.Eph.1:11 
For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of  his Son, that he might be the firstborn 
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among many brothers and sisters. And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he 
justified, he also glorified.Rom.8:29-30 
God's decrees and the predictions in the Bible do not excuse people’s crimes; Judas voluntarily did 
what he did of  his own free will and wicked heart: 
Jesus replied, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. The Son of  Man will go just 
as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of  Man! It would be better for him if  he had 
not been born.”Matt.26:23-24 
I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you 
friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose 
you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in 
my name. This is my command: Love each other.Jn.15:15-17 
You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to 
be a friend of  the world becomes an enemy of  God.Jas.4:4 
What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? By no means! We died to sin; how can 
we live in it any longer?Rom.6:1-2 
Our Redeemer—the LORD Almighty is his name—is the Holy One of  Israel. “Sit in silence, go into darkness, 
Daughter of  the Babylonians; no more will you be called queen of  kingdoms. I was angry with my people and 
desecrated my inheritance; I gave them into your hand, and you showed them no mercy. Even on the aged you laid a 
very heavy yoke. You said, ‘I will continue forever— the eternal queen!' But you did not consider these things or 
reflect on what might happen.Is.47:4-7 
Define “maturity” 
Maturity is about not getting distracted. Maturity involves experience but starts with 
obedience.  
If  we don’t obey God—if  we aren’t putting God’s Word into practice—then we have no practical 
experience of  God, our relationship with God will be theory, academic, the result of  our own 
study. Maturity doesn’t necessarily come with age 
Elihu had waited before he spoke to Job. That's because the others were older than he was. But he saw that the three 
men didn't have anything more to say. So he burned with anger. Elihu the Buzite, the son of  Barakel, said, “I'm 
young, and you are old. So I was afraid to tell you what I know. I thought, ‘Those who are older should speak first. 
Those who have lived for many years should teach people how to be wise.’ But the spirit in people gives them 
understanding. The breath of  the Mighty One gives them wisdom. Older people aren't the only ones who are wise. 
They aren't the only ones who understand what is right. “So I'm saying you should listen to me. I'll tell you what I 
know. I waited while you men spoke. I listened to your reasoning. While you were searching for words, I paid careful 
attention to you. But not one of  you has proved that Job is wrong. None of  you has answered his arguments. Don't 
claim, ‘We have enough wisdom to answer Job.’ Let God, not a mere man, prove that he's wrong. Job hasn't directed 
his words against me. I won't answer him with your arguments. “Job, those men are afraid. They don't have anything 
else to say. They've run out of  words. Do I have to keep on waiting, now that they are silent? They are just standing 
there with nothing to say. I too have something to say. I too will tell what I know. I'm full of  words. My spirit inside 
me forces me to speak. Inside I'm like wine that is bottled up. I'm like new wineskins ready to burst.Job.32:4-19 
Producing fruit 
The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by life's 
worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not mature. But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and 
good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop.Lk.8:14-15 
Able to receive God’s wisdom 
We do, however, speak a message of  wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of  this age or of  the rulers of  
this age, who are coming to nothing.1Cor.2:6 
Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. If  any of  you lacks 
wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you. But when 
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you ask, you must believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of  the sea, blown and tossed by 
the wind. That person should not expect to receive anything from the Lord. Such a person is double-minded and 
unstable in all they do.Jas.1:4-8 
Being like Christ 
So Christ himself  gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his people for 
works of  service, so that the body of  Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the 
knowledge of  the Son of  God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of  the fullness of  Christ. Then 
we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of  teaching 
and by the cunning and craftiness of  people in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will 
grow to become in every respect the mature body of  him who is the head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, 
joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself  up in love, as each part does its 
work.Eph.4:11-16 
 
Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself  yet to have taken hold of  it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is 
behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me 
heavenward in Christ Jesus. All of  us, then, who are mature should take such a view of  things. And if  on some 
point you think differently, that too God will make clear to you. Only let us live up to what we have already 
attained.Phil.3:13-16 
 
To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of  this mystery, which is Christ in 
you, the hope of  glory. He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we 
may present everyone fully mature in Christ. To this end I strenuously contend with all the energy Christ so 
powerfully works in me.Col.1:27-29 
 
Epaphras, a servant of  Christ Jesus from your city, greets you. He always prays intensely for you. He prays that you 
will continue to be mature and completely convinced of  everything that God wants.Col.4:12 
 
Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. But solid 
food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil. Therefore let us 
move beyond the elementary teachings about Christ and be taken forward to maturity, not laying again the 
foundation of  repentance from acts that lead to death, and of  faith in God, instruction about cleansing rites, the 
laying on of  hands, the resurrection of  the dead, and eternal judgment.Heb.5:13-6:2 
How can we become spiritually mature? 
Stay humble, persevere and keep a saved mind 
For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, 
self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, mutual affection; and to 
mutual affection, love. For if  you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being 
ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of  our Lord Jesus Christ. But whoever does not have them is near-
sighted and blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed from their past sins.2Pet.1:5-9 
Be diligent in these matters; give yourself  wholly to them, so that everyone may see your progress. Watch your life and 
doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if  you do, you will save both yourself  and your hearers.1Tim.4:15-16 
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we* boast in the hope of  the glory 
of  God. Not only so, but we* also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 
perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured 
out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.Rom.5:1-5 
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31/05/2023 
Ezekiel 37:1-14 
Psalm 71:1-14 
Video: David Suchet In the Footsteps of  Peter 2 20 
Questions 
Why is hope so important? 
What is the basis of  our hope? 
How can we ensure we have a true hope and not a false hope? 
When life becomes difficult, how can we overcome despair? 
What do you think “times of  refreshing” means? 
What do you think it means that God will “restore everything”? 
Comments 
Why is hope so important? 
Hope is important because without hope we feel like giving up and will succumb to despair. 
Delayed hope makes one sick at heart, but a fulfilled longing is a tree of  life. Whoever despises God's words will pay 
the penalty, but the one who fears God's commands will be rewarded.Prov.13:12-13 

We need something to inspire us, we need to see beyond the now, beyond the difficulties and beyond 
the problems—we need to be able to dream of  better days and that hope will stimulate us to carry 
on. The outpouring of  the Holy Spirit at Pentecost came with dreams, visions and prophesies. What 
do you dream of? What can you see for the future? What sort of  testimony are you giving to Jesus? 
(Remember: the essence of  prophecy is to give a clear witness for Jesus.Rev.19:10). 
 
 In Job’s dire distress he his lost hope for a while and began to despair:  
What strength do I have, that I should still hope? What prospects, that I should be patient?Job.6:11  
My days are swifter than a weaver's shuttle, and they come to an end without hope. Remember, O God, that my life 
is but a breath; my eyes will never see happiness again.Job.7:5-7  
But Job’s faith brought him through and he was able to rise out of  his despair (Hope is used 17 times 
in Job):  
I know that my Redeemer lives. In the end he will stand on the earth. After my skin has been destroyed, in my body 
I'll still see God. I myself  will see him with my own eyes. I'll see him, and he won't be a stranger to me. How my heart 
longs for that day!Job.19:25-27  

 Jeremiah also had every reason to despair but remembering how much God loved him, brought 
hope: 
 I remember how I suffered and wandered. I remember how bitter my life was. I remember it very well. My spirit is 
very sad deep down inside me. But here is something else I remember. And it gives me hope. The LORD loves us very 
much. So we haven't been completely destroyed. His loving concern never fails. His great love is new every morning. 
LORD, how faithful you are! I say to myself, “The LORD is everything I will ever need. So I will put my hope in 
him.” The LORD is good to those who put their hope in him. He is good to those who look to him. It is good when 
people wait quietly for the LORD to save them.Lam.3:19-26  
What is the basis of  our hope? 
Our hope is in God and His Word 
The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of  the ends of  the earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and his 
understanding no one can fathom. He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of  the weak. Even youths 
grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. 
They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.Is.40:28-31 
May your unfailing love be with us, LORD, even as we put our hope in you.Ps.33:22 
I will bow down toward your holy temple and will praise your name for your love and your faithfulness, for you have 
exalted above all things your name and your word. When I called, you answered me; you made me bold and 
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stouthearted.Ps.138:2-3 

 My soul faints with longing for your salvation, but I have put my hope in your word.Ps.119:81 

Eliphaz told Job to trust in his piety  
Then Eliphaz the Temanite replied: “If  someone ventures a word with you, will you be impatient? But who can keep 
from speaking? Think how you have instructed many, how you have strengthened feeble hands. Your words have 
supported those who stumbled; you have strengthened faltering knees. But now trouble comes to you, and you are 
discouraged; it strikes you, and you are dismayed. Should not your piety be your confidence and your blameless ways 
your hope? Consider now: Who, being innocent, has ever perished? Where were the upright ever destroyed? As I have 
observed, those who plough evil and those who sow trouble reap it. At the breath of  God they perish; at the blast of  
his anger they are no more.Job.4:1-9 
But God said that he was a liar— 
After the LORD had said these things to Job, he said to Eliphaz the Temanite, “I am angry with you and your two 
friends, because you have not spoken the truth about me, as my servant Job has.Job.42:7 
We must put our hope in God 
Yes, my soul, find rest in God; my hope comes from him. Truly he is my rock and my salvation; he is my fortress, I 
will not be shaken. My salvation and my honour depend on God; he is my mighty rock, my refuge.Ps.62:5-7 
How can we ensure we have a true hope and not a false hope? 
There is no set formula that we can apply for faith but there are plenty of  indications.  
Jesus said that it is our fruit that shows what we are really like 
Our hope is in God 
Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in 
God. Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for each other, love one 
another deeply, from the heart.1Pet.1:21-22 
Christ is in us Unless we fail the test (2Cor.13) 
To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of  this mystery, which is Christ in 
you, the hope of  glory.Col.1:27 
We have peace with God through Jesus Christ (although we could be deceived with mind over 
matter) 
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we* boast in the hope of  the glory of  
God.Rom.5:1-2 
We have fellowship with other believers 
For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the presence of  our Lord Jesus when he comes? Is 
it not you? Indeed, you are our glory and joy.1Thess.2:19-20 
We live holy and pure lives 
Dear friends, now we are children of  God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that 
when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. All who have this hope in him purify themselves, 
just as he is pure.1Jn.3:2-3 
We have a stability in our faith 
God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold 
of  the hope set before us may be greatly encouraged. We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It 
enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, where our forerunner, Jesus, has entered on our behalf. He has become a 
high priest forever, in the order of  Melchizedek.Heb.6:18-20 
When life becomes difficult, how can we overcome despair? 
Remember that we are redeemed 
For the LORD will deliver Jacob and redeem them from the hand of  those stronger than they. They will come and 
shout for joy on the heights of  Zion; they will rejoice in the bounty of  the LORD—the grain, the new wine and the 
olive oil, the young of  the flocks and herds. They will be like a well-watered garden, and they will sorrow no more. 
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Then young women will dance and be glad, young men and old as well. I will turn their mourning into gladness; I will 
give them comfort and joy instead of  sorrow. I will satisfy the priests with abundance, and my people will be filled with 
my bounty,” declares the LORD.Jer.31:11-14 
Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.” “Tell me, teacher,” he said. “Two men owed money to a 
certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. Neither of  them had the money to pay 
him back, so he cancelled the debts of  both. Now which of  them will love him more?” Simon replied, “I suppose the 
one who had the bigger debt cancelled.” “You have judged correctly,” Jesus said. Then he turned toward the woman 
and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but 
she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the 
time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my 
feet. Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little 
loves little.” Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” The other guests began to say among themselves, “Who 
is this who even forgives sins?” Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”Lk.7:40-50 
Waiting for a breakthrough can be hard, but trusting God through the waiting time brings life  
How long, LORD? Will you forget me forever? How long will you hide your face from me? How long must I wrestle 
with my thoughts and day after day have sorrow in my heart? How long will my enemy triumph over me? Look on 
me and answer, LORD my God. Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep in death, and my enemy will say, “I have 
overcome him,” and my foes will rejoice when I fall. But I trust in your unfailing love; my heart rejoices in your 
salvation. I will sing the LORD's praise, for he has been good to me.Ps.13 
Christian hope brings life now and the certainty of  eternal life to come and so we should treat 
that hope with the status it deserves:  
God poured out the Spirit on us freely because of  what Jesus Christ our Saviour has done. His grace made us right 
with God. So now we have received the hope of  eternal life as God's children. You can trust that saying. Those things 
are important. Treat them that way. Then those who have trusted in God will be careful to commit themselves to doing 
what is good. Those things are excellent. They are for the good of  everyone.Tit.3:6-8  

And when we praise God (say good things about Him), we will shake off  our despair:  
Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my 
Saviour and my God.Ps.42:11  

God has already taken us out of  our spiritual mire and when acknowledge what He has done, we 
begin to shake off  the mud and slime (the effects of  our past):  
I waited patiently for the LORD to help me, and he turned to me and heard my cry. He lifted me out of  the pit of  
despair, out of  the mud and the mire. He set my feet on solid ground and steadied me as I walked along. He has given 
me a new song to sing, a hymn of  praise to our God. Many will see what he has done and be amazed. They will put 
their trust in the LORD. Oh, the joys of  those who trust the LORD.Ps.40:1-4  

This is the message that Jesus brought and the message that we are to proclaim:  
The Spirit of  the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to bind up the broken hearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the 
prisoners, to proclaim the year of  the LORD's favour and the day of  vengeance of  our God, to comfort all who mourn, 
and provide for those who grieve in Zion—to bestow on them a crown of  beauty instead of  ashes, the oil of  gladness 
instead of  mourning, and a garment of  praise instead of  a spirit of  despair. They will be called oaks of  righteousness, 
a planting of  the LORD for the display of  his splendour.Is.61:1-3 
What do you think “times of  refreshing” means? 
Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of  refreshing may come from the Lord, 
and that he may send the Messiah, who has been appointed for you—even Jesus. Heaven must receive him until the 
time comes for God to restore everything, as he promised long ago through his holy prophets.Acts.3:19-21  

Conversion changes us so that we are spiritually refreshed and should be satisfied and contented,  
This word “refresh” in the Latin Bible is “refrigerii” (as in “refrigerator”) and is also translated as “relief”:  
Those who were my enemies without cause hunted me like a bird. They tried to end my life in a pit and threw stones 



Deal Pentecostal Church Bible Studies 2023 

119 

at me; the waters closed over my head, and I thought I was about to be cut off. I called on your name, O LORD, from 
the depths of  the pit. You heard my plea: “Do not close your ears to my cry for relief.” You came near when I called 
you, and you said, “Do not fear.” O Lord, you took up my case; you redeemed my life.Lam.3:52-58 
God refreshes us  
The Lord gouerneth me, and no thing schal faile to me; in the place of  pasture there he hath set me. He nurschide me 
on the watir of  refreischyng Ps.23 (Wycliffe Bible) 
Latter rain 
Be glad, people of  Zion, rejoice in the LORD your God, for he has given you the autumn rains because he is faithful. 
He sends you abundant showers, both autumn and spring [latter] rains, as before. The threshing floors will be filled 
with grain; the vats will overflow with new wine and oil. I will repay you for the years the locusts have eaten—the great 
locust and the young locust, the other locusts and the locust swarm—my great army that I sent among you. You will 
have plenty to eat, until you are full, and you will praise the name of  the LORD your God, who has worked wonders 
for you; never again will my people be shamed. Then you will know that I am in Israel, that I am the LORD your 
God,and that there is no other;Joel.2:23-37 
Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord's coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable 
crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and spring rains. You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord's coming 
is near. Don't grumble against one another, brothers and sisters, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the 
door! Brothers and sisters, as an example of  patience in the face of  suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the name 
of  the Lord. As you know, we count as blessed those who have persevered. You have heard of  Job's perseverance and 
have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of  compassion and mercy.Jas.5:7-11 
In the light of  the king's face is life, And his favour is like a cloud of  the latter rain. How much better to get wisdom 
than gold! And to get understanding is to be chosen rather than silver. The highway of  the upright is to depart from 
evil; He who keeps his way preserves his soul. [When a king's face brightens, it means life; his favour is like a rain 
cloud in spring. How much better to get wisdom than gold, to get insight rather than silver! The highway of  the upright 
avoids evil; those who guard their ways preserve their lives.]Prov.16:15-17 
What do you think it means that God will “restore everything”? 
Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of  refreshing may come from the Lord, 
and that he may send the Messiah, who has been appointed for you—even Jesus. Heaven must receive him until the 
time comes for God to restore everything, as he promised long ago through his holy prophets.Acts.3:19-21  

God’s plan is to restore what was damaged. This will be completed at the final resurrection —
new bodies, new heavens and new earth,  
Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was 
no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of  heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God's dwelling place is 
now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself  will be with them and 
be their God. ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death' or mourning or crying or pain, for 
the old order of  things has passed away.” He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” 
Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”Rev.21:1-5 
I declare to you, brothers and sisters, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of  God, nor does the perishable 
inherit the imperishable. Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed—in a flash, in 
the twinkling of  an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we 
will be changed. For the perishable must clothe itself  with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. When 
the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written 
will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.”1Cor.15:50-54  
There will be no remembrance of  this former way of  life:  
“See, I will create new heavens and a new earth. The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind. 
But be glad and rejoice forever in what I will create, for I will create Jerusalem to be a delight and its people a joy. I 
will rejoice over Jerusalem and take delight in my people; the sound of  weeping and of  crying will be heard in it no 
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more.Is.65:17-19 
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24/05/2023 
Psalm 70 
Video: David Suchet In the Footsteps of  Peter 2 10 
Questions 
What does “salvation” mean? 
What are we saved from? 
How are we saved? 
What difference does being saved make? 
Can you be saved and not be changed? 
Questions 
What does “salvation” mean? 
Deliverance but in Christian terms, salvation means deliverance from sins 
Joseph son of  David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the 
Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, [which means the LORD saves] 
because he will save his people from their sins.Matt.1:20-21  
This is something that only God can do: 
 I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers your sins no more.Is.43:25 
Help us, O God our Saviour, for the glory of  your name; deliver us and forgive our sins for your name's 
sake.Ps.79:9 
The Pharisees and the teachers of  the law began thinking to themselves, “Who is this fellow who speaks blasphemy? 
Who can forgive sins but God alone?” Jesus knew what they were thinking and asked, “Why are you thinking these 
things in your hearts? Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, ‘Get up and walk'? But that you 
may know that the Son of  Man has authority on earth to forgive sins....” He said to the paralyzed man, “I tell you, 
get up, take your mat and go home.” Immediately he stood up in front of  them, took what he had been lying on and 
went home praising God. Everyone was amazed and gave praise to God. They were filled with awe and said, “We 
have seen remarkable things today.”Lk.5:21-26 
Jesus is our Saviour 
The LORD has announced a message from one end of  the earth to the other. He has said, “Tell the people of  Zion, 
‘Look! Your Saviour is coming! He is bringing his people back as his reward. He has won the battle over their 
enemies.’”Is.62:11 
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of  great joy. It is for all the people. Today in 
the town of  David a Saviour has been born to you. He is Christ the Lord.Lk.2:10-11 
God the Father and Christ Jesus our Saviour give you grace and peace.Tit.1:4 
What are we saved from? 
Saved from sin  
Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of  many people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, 
but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.Heb.9:28 
And you, my child, will be called a prophet of  the Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way 
for him, to give his people the knowledge of  salvation through the forgiveness of  their sins, because of  the tender 
mercy of  our God, by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven to shine on those living in darkness and in 
the shadow of  death, to guide our feet into the path of  peace.Lk.176-79 
We are also saved from the dominion of  sin 
So consider yourselves dead to sin's power but living for God in the power Christ Jesus gives you. Therefore, never let 
sin rule your physical body so that you obey its desires. Never offer any part of  your body to sin's power. No part of  
your body should ever be used to do any ungodly thing. Instead, offer yourselves to God as people who have come back 
from death and are now alive. Offer all the parts of  your body to God. Use them to do everything that God approves 
of. Certainly, sin shouldn't have power over you because you're not controlled by laws, but by God's favour.Rom.6:14 
How are we saved? 
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We are saved by calling on the name of  the Lord—by appealing to God on the basis of  Jesus’ 
merit 
But what does it say? “The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the message concerning 
faith that we proclaim: If  you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised 
him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your 
mouth that you profess your faith and are saved. As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him will never be put to 
shame.” For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of  all and richly blesses all who 
call on him, for, “Everyone who calls on the name of  the Lord will be saved.”Rom.10:8-13 
Salvation is God’s work—but we must accept what God has done 
He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that 
which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, 
he gave the right to become children of  God—children born not of  natural descent,* nor of  human decision or a 
husband's will, but born of  God.Jn.10:10-13 
For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and 
are saved. As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him will never be put to shame.”Rom.10:10-11 
But because of  his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 
transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the 
heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of  his grace, 
expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not 
from yourselves, it is the gift of  God—not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God's handiwork, created 
in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.Eph.2:4-10 
But now God has shown us how to become right with him. The Law and the Prophets give witness to this. It has 
nothing to do with obeying the law. We are made right with God by putting our faith in Jesus Christ. That happens 
to all who believe. It is no different for the Jews than for anyone else. Everyone has sinned. No one measures up to 
God's glory. The free gift of  God's grace makes all of  us right with him. Christ Jesus paid the price to set us free. 
God gave him as a sacrifice to pay for sins. So he forgives the sins of  those who have faith in his blood.Rom.3:21-25 
What difference does being saved make? 
Being saved makes us spiritually alive, makes us aware of  the spiritual world but most 
importantly, it joins us to God for eternity 
But whoever is united with the Lord is one with him in spirit.1Cor.6:17 
The Holy Spirit within us changes us—He did in the OT  
The Spirit of  the LORD will come powerfully upon you, and you will prophesy with them; and you will be changed 
into a different person. Once these signs are fulfilled, do whatever your hand finds to do, for God is with 
you.1Sam.10:6-7  
and even more so in the NT 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of  the earth.Acts.2:8 
All of  them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled 
them.Acts.2:4 
Salvation opens up a spiritual dimension to us. Our mind and mouth are connected to God 
through the Holy Spirit so that our thinking, our dreaming, our conversation, have a supernatural 
element 
In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your 
young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour 
out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy.Acts.2:17-18 
A Prophet is a spokesperson for God 
Then the LORD said to Moses, “See, I have made you like God to Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron will be your 
prophet. You are to say everything I command you, and your brother Aaron is to tell Pharaoh to let the Israelites go 
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out of  his country.Ex.7:1-2 
But more importantly, a prophet is someone who gives a clear testimony about Jesus 
Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said, "No, don't worship me. I am a servant of  God, just like 
you and your brothers and sisters who testify about their faith in Jesus. Worship only God. For the essence of  
prophecy is to give a clear witness for Jesus." Rev.19:10 
Can you be saved and not be changed? 
Yes and no! 
Jesus says that to experience the Holy Spirit is like to be born again. It’s a new birth in the sense 
that everything comes alive. The Holy Spirit doesn’t change anything and He changes everything. 
He doesn’t add anything to what Jesus has already said and instituted but he makes all Jesus has 
said and done alive, today.  This is what the Holy Spirit is meant to be. The One who accomplishes, 
who realizes and re-enacts the work of  Jesus. The Holy Spirit is a relationship, a Person. Its 
personal love between God the Father and Son and if  human love can change the lives of  two 
people, imagine what the Holy Spirit does who is love in a person, when He comes on a person 
and when He is accepted, welcomed. There can’t be a more rewarding experience than to accept 
the Holy Spirit.  Raniero Cantalamessa 
Do not be misled: “Bad company corrupts good character.” Come back to your senses as you ought, and stop sinning; 
for there are some who are ignorant of  God—I say this to your shame.1Cor.15:33-34 
Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. By their 
fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? Likewise, every good tree 
bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good 
fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus, by their fruit you will 
recognize them. “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of  heaven, but only the one who 
does the will of  my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in 
your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?' Then I will tell them 
plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!'Matt.7:15-23 
Repentance mean to change your thinking — if  our spirit has changed, our mind will change 
Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of  God's mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. Do not conform to the pattern of  this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of  your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, 
pleasing and perfect will.Rom.12:1-2 
But the evil one is controlling the world and we can easily slip back into the world’s mindset 
If  you see any brother or sister commit a sin that does not lead to death, you should pray and God will give them life. 
I refer to those whose sin does not lead to death. There is a sin that leads to death. I am not saying that you should 
pray about that. All wrongdoing is sin, and there is sin that does not lead to death. We know that anyone born of  
God does not continue to sin; the One who was born of  God keeps them safe, and the evil one cannot harm them. 
We know that we are children of  God, and that the whole world is under the control of  the evil one. We know also 
that the Son of  God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know him who is true. And we are 
in him who is true by being in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. Dear children, keep 
yourselves from idols.1Jn.5:16-21 
Brothers and sisters, I could not address you as people who live by the Spirit but as people who are still worldly—
mere infants in Christ. I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not 
ready. You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not worldly? Are you not 
acting like mere humans? For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not mere 
human beings?1Cor.3:1-4 
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17/05/2023 
Psalm 69:30-36 
Video: David Suchet In the Footsteps of  Peter 2 
Questions 
How can we keep a balanced understanding of  life? 
How can we keep a balanced understanding of  Scripture? 
What are the basic facts of  Jesus’ return? 
What will heaven be like? 
Who will be in heaven? 
How can we stay both spiritual and sensible? 
Comments 
How can we keep a balanced understanding of  life? 
Maintain a balanced lifestyle. Take an interest in all aspects of  life—especially creation and 
current affairs.  
God gave Solomon wisdom and very great insight, and a breadth of  understanding as measureless as the sand on the 
seashore. Solomon's wisdom was greater than the wisdom of  all the men of  the East, and greater than all the 
wisdom of  Egypt... He spoke three thousand proverbs and his songs numbered a thousand and five. He described 
plant life, from the cedar of  Lebanon to the hyssop that grows out of  walls. He also taught about animals and birds, 
reptiles and fish. Men of  all nations came to listen to Solomon's wisdom, sent by all the kings of  the world, who had 
heard of  his wisdom.1Kg.4:29-34 
Learn from history and try not to make same mistakes. 
 
Be quick to listen and slow to speak! Learn to be a good listener—i.e. don’t over-react when you 
hear things that are different from your own views and opinions.  
A man of  knowledge uses words with restraint, and a man of  understanding is even-tempered. Even a fool is 
thought wise if  he keeps silent, and discerning if  he holds his tongue.Prov.17:27-28 
We should be heavenly minded but still be of  earthly good!  
Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right 
hand of  God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is now hidden with 
Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.Col.3:1-4 
Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of  God's mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. Do not conform to the pattern of  this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of  your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, 
pleasing and perfect will.Rom.12:1-2 
We should include God and His kingdom values in everything we do, everything we say and every 
decision we make—our minds should be influenced by God’s values. 
For God did not give us a spirit of  timidity, but a spirit of  power, of  love and of  self-discipline [sound mind—lit. 
salvation mind].2Tim.1:7 
Read books and listen to people who have different values from yourself.  
I, the Teacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem. I devoted myself  to study and to explore by wisdom all that is done 
under heaven.Eccl.1:12-13 
The words of  the wise are like goads, their collected sayings like firmly embedded nails—given by one Shepherd. Be 
warned, my son, of  anything in addition to them. Of  making many books there is no end, and much study wearies 
the body. Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of  the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for 
this is the whole [duty] of  man. For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing, whether 
it is good or evil.Eccl.12:11-14 
I wonder what books Paul read? 
Do your best to come to me quickly, for Demas, because he loved this world, has deserted me and has gone to 
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Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, and Titus to Dalmatia. Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring 
him with you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry. I sent Tychicus to Ephesus. When you come, bring the 
cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, and my scrolls, especially the parchments.2Tim.4:9-13 
How can we keep a balanced understanding of  Scripture? 
Recognise the purpose of  Scripture and don’t get distracted with side issues—remember, the 
Bible does not contain hidden messages or secret interpretation 
“So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination that causes desolation,' spoken of  through the prophet 
Daniel—let the reader understand—then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.Matt.24:15-16 
I warn everyone who hears the words of  the prophecy of  this scroll: If  anyone adds anything to them, God will add 
to that person the plagues described in this scroll. And if  anyone takes words away from this scroll of  prophecy, God 
will take away from that person any share in the tree of  life and in the Holy City, which are described in this 
scroll.Rev.22:18-19 
our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given to him, has written to you, as also in all his epistles, 
speaking in them of  these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which untaught and unstable people 
twist to their own destruction, as they do also the rest of  the Scriptures. 2Pet.3:15-16 
The Bible is our source of  wisdom and our spiritual food but its purpose is to explain God’s 
plan of  salvation through Jesus Christ.  
For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the endurance taught in the 
Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope.Rom.15:4  

The words “God accepted Abraham's faith” were written not only for Abraham. They were written also for us. We 
believe in the God who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. So God will accept our faith and make us right with 
himself. Jesus was handed over to die for our sins. He was raised to life in order to make us right with God.Rom.4:23-25  

The Scriptures all point to Jesus Christ and testify that He is God’s Son and our Saviour:  
You study the Scriptures carefully. You study them because you think they will give you eternal life. The Scriptures you 
study give witness about me.Jn.5:39  

Jesus explained to them what was said about himself  in all the Scriptures. He began with Moses and all the Prophets… 
They said to each other, “He talked with us on the road. He opened the Scriptures to us. Weren't our hearts burning 
inside us during that time?” …He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must 
be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of  Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” Then he opened their minds 
so they could understand the Scriptures. He told them: This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from 
the dead on the third day, and repentance for the forgiveness of  sins will be preached in his name to all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem.Lk.24:27-47  

Jesus says that to experience the Holy Spirit is like to be born again. It’s a new birth in the sense 
that everything comes alive. The Holy Spirit doesn’t change anything and He changes everything. 
He doesn’t add anything to what Jesus has already said and instituted but he makes all Jesus has 
said and done alive, today. Raniero Cantalamessa  
What are the basic facts of  Jesus’ return? 
We are in the last days—but remember, the last days began on the Day of  Pentecost: 
No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: “ ‘In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all 
people.Acts.2:16-17 
The return of  Jesus is nearer now that when we first believed—that’s about as near as we will 
get to knowing when Jesus will return! 
When you do those things, keep in mind the times we are living in. The hour has come for you to wake up from your 
sleep. Our full salvation is closer now than it was when we first believed in Christ. The dark night of  evil is nearly 
over. The day of  Christ's return is almost here. So let us get rid of  the works of  darkness. Let us put on the armour 
of  light.Rom.13:11-12 

Jesus’ return will be unexpected:  
the Son of  Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.Lk.12:40   
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Jesus’ return will be certain, audible, visible and final. It will not be a secret affair—and for 
the Christian, it will not be a scarry affair. Jesus’ return is something we should encourage each 
about.  
For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen 
asleep in him. According to the Lord's word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until the coming of  the 
Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself  will come down from heaven, with a 
loud command, with the voice of  the archangel and with the trumpet call of  God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 
After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the 
air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words.1Thess.4:14-18 
It will be glorious and is our blessed hope 
For the grace of  God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and 
worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, while we wait for the blessed 
hope—the glorious appearing of  our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ,Tit.2:11-13 
We will be changed from mortal to immortal 
I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of  God, nor does the perishable inherit the 
imperishable. Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— in a flash, in the twinkling 
of  an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 
For the perishable must clothe itself  with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. When the perishable has 
been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: 
“Death has been swallowed up in victory.” “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” The 
sting of  death is sin, and the power of  sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work 
of  the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.1Cor.15:50-58 
“Death has been swallowed up. It has lost the battle.” “Death, where is the battle you thought you were winning? 
Death, where is your sting?” The sting of  death is sin. And the power of  sin is the law. But let us give thanks to 
God! He wins the battle for us because of  what our Lord Jesus Christ has done.NIrV 
We shall see Him and be like Him 
“Look, he is coming with the clouds,” and “every eye will see him, even those who pierced him”; and all peoples on 
earth “will mourn because of  him.” So shall it be! Amen.Rev.1:7 
I know that my redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand on the earth. And after my skin has been destroyed, 
yet in my flesh I will see God; I myself  will see him with my own eyes—I, and not another. How my heart yearns 
within me!Job.19:25 
Dear friends, now we are children of  God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that 
when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. All who have this hope in him purify themselves, 
just as he is pure.1Jn.3:2-3 
 
What will heaven be like? 
Holy, happy and glorious 
 
 
Who will be in heaven? 
Those whose names are written in the Lamb’s Book of  Life 
He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. I have given you authority to trample on snakes and 
scorpions and to overcome all the power of  the enemy; nothing will harm you. However, do not rejoice that the spirits 
submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”Lk.10:18-20 
Yes, and I ask you, my true companion, help these women since they have contended at my side in the cause of  the 
gospel, along with Clement and the rest of  my co-workers, whose names are in the book of  life.Phil.4:3 
Yet you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes. They will walk with me, dressed in white, for 
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they are worthy. The one who is victorious will, like them, be dressed in white. I will never blot out the name of  that 
person from the book of  life, but will acknowledge that name before my Father and his angels. Whoever has ears, let 
them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.Rev.3:4-6 
The inhabitants of  the earth whose names have not been written in the book of  life from the creation of  the world 
will be astonished when they see the beast, because it once was, now is not, and yet will come. This calls for a mind 
with wisdom. Rev.17:8-9 
Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. The earth and the heavens fled from his presence, 
and there was no place for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were 
opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of  life. The dead were judged according to what they had done 
as recorded in the books. The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were 
in them, and each person was judged according to what they had done. Then death and Hades were thrown into the 
lake of  fire. The lake of  fire is the second death. Anyone whose name was not found written in the book of  life was 
thrown into the lake of  fire.Rev.20:11-15 
 
I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. The city does not 
need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of  God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. The nations 
will walk by its light, and the kings of  the earth will bring their splendour into it. On no day will its gates ever be 
shut, for there will be no night there. The glory and honour of  the nations will be brought into it. Nothing impure 
will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in 
the Lamb's book of  life.Rev.21:22-27 
 
So Moses went back to the LORD and said, “Oh, what a great sin these people have committed! They have made 
themselves gods of  gold. But now, please forgive their sin—but if  not, then blot me out of  the book you have 
written.” The LORD replied to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against me I will blot out of  my book. Now go, lead 
the people to the place I spoke of, and my angel will go before you. However, when the time comes for me to punish, I 
will punish them for their sin.” And the LORD struck the people with a plague because of  what they did with the 
calf  Aaron had made.Ex.32:31-35 
“At that time Michael, the great prince who protects your people, will arise. There will be a time of  distress such as 
has not happened from the beginning of  nations until then. But at that time your people—everyone whose name is 
found written in the book—will be delivered. Multitudes who sleep in the dust of  the earth will awake: some to 
everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt. Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of  the 
heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever.Dan.12:1-3 
 
How can we stay both spiritual and sensible? 
Be a true worshipper by staying in fellowship with God, His Word and His people 
Stay humble 
Keep the faith 
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10/05/2023 
Psalm 69:1-16 
Video: David Suchet In the Footsteps of  Peter 1 46:28 
Questions 
Can a Christian be in politics? 
Are our political leaders appointed by God? 
Should we pray for our political leaders—including our king? 
If  so, how should we pray for our political leaders? 
Is a union between state and church Biblical? 
In what way is Jesus our King? 
In what way is Jesus our Priest? 
In what way is Jesus our Prophet? 
Comments 
Can a Christian be in politics? 
John Wesley and George Whitefield preached at times to tens of  thousands of  people in single 
gatherings. Hundreds of  thousands of  people credited their salvation to the preaching of  these great 
men. Their preaching revival lasted between 1740 and 1780. Yet, curiously, two almost inexplicable 
things remained unaltered in England during this time. Firstly, the total numbers in churches after 
this period was unaffected by the revival. There were just as many people in churches after their 
revival as there was before the revival. Secondly, England’s social climate was quite possibly worse, 
not improved.  
For example, historian J. Wesley Bready, writes in his book, “England Before and After Wesley”, describes 
this era as being characterized by- 
“the wanton torture of  animals for sport, the bestial drunkenness of  the populace, the inhuman traffic in African 
Negroes, the kidnapping of  fellow-countrymen for exportation and sale as slaves, the mortality of  parish children, the 
universal gambling obsession, the savagery of  the prison system and penal code, the welter of immorality, the prostitution 
of  theatre, the growing prevalence of  lawlessness, superstition and lewdness; the political bribery and corruption, the 
ecclesiastical arrogance and truculence, the shallow pretensions of Deism, the insincerity and debasement rampant in 
Church and State – such manifestations suggest that the British people were then perhaps as deeply degraded and 
debauched as any people in Christendom.” J. Wesley Bready, “England: Before and After Wesley”,  Hodder and 
Stoughton, 1939:11, 14 
Many Christians decry our social climate and long for another revival like that of  Wesley and 
Whitefield to fix all our social ills. Yet history tends to indicate that evangelistic revivals, in themselves, 
don’t necessarily fix anything. But by around 1820 nearly all of  the social vices mentioned by Bready 
were remedied! Added to this, church attendance was at record highs! For example, around 1780 
there were an estimated 50,000 Methodists in England but by around 1820 there were an estimated 
1,000,000 English Methodists! As well as this, the British Parliament were passing laws that righted 
wrongs, brought justice to the underprivileged, and implemented social reforms that are still in place 
today!  
So what happened during the subsequent forty years after Wesley and Whitefield that achieved so 
much social reform and evangelistic gains? The etching below is a depiction of  the very elderly John 
Wesley counselling a young man to undertake what he had failed to achieve. I believe this young man 
and his mission became the reason so much was achieved during this time.  
William Wilberforce was the son of  a wealthy industrialist. He lived a carefree life with all the 
pretences of  being religious. He stood for Parliament in his early twenties and won a seat in the 
House of  Commons. Not long after this, with failing health, he took a recuperating vacation in 
France with a friend who was a Methodist.  
During their many hours in the coach they read a book which eventually led to Wilberforce being 
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soundly converted to Christ. His conversion was so dramatic that he felt he could no longer be a 
Parliamentarian (since it was commonly known that Parliamentarians were among the most corrupt 
people in English society). Before deciding on his future he sought counsel from his childhood 
pastor, John Newton. Newton encouraged him to serve Christ in Parliament and be a minister of  
Christ in that capacity.  
This counsel profoundly changed the course of  British history. Wilberforce realized that the Word 
of  God was not just for Christians, but for all mankind. This revelation would drastically grip 
Wilberforce for the rest of  his political career and cause him to deserve some of  the highest honours 
ever bestowed upon a person.  Wilberforce is honoured in Westminster Abbey, London, with this 
monument.  
Wilberforce began to identify where in society England had deviated from God’s standards. He didn’t 
have to look far. The most prominent blight was slavery. The English people had been told that they 
were actually doing these black Africans a favour by removing them brutal, tribal, enslavement, in a 
godless nation and blessing them with the opportunity to walk on “God’s green pastures” and enjoy 
the privileges of  eating “real food” and contributing to the glory of  the Empire. But Wilberforce 
exposed these myths with well-researched data and godly ideals. As he declared the standards of  
right and wrong in the eyes of  God, and showed England their need to amend their ways, he was 
ridiculed, mocked, and derided. His speeches were reported in newspapers and read all over England. 
He felt the need to re-educate England. This resulted in him writing a book on ‘Systematic Theology 
for the Common Man’ which he was told would bankrupt him, but actually went into three reprints!  
Wilberforce saw how the Gospel should affect the way people treat each other, their animals, their 
employees and society as a whole. This led him to found and fund over 70 different societies, 
including the Society for the Protection of  Cruelty to Animals, and the Bible Society. All of  this 
engagement in society – its arts, media, politics, and education- caused the population to increasingly 
realise the truth of  God’s claims and therefore their own need to accept Him and His Gospel.  
 
Yes—but with difficulties. Politics is about compromise—Christianity is about conviction and 
certainty. For instance, how would you vote on abortion issues? How can you be a friend to the world 
and still a friend of  God? 
You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world means enmity against God? Therefore, anyone 
who chooses to be a friend of  the world becomes an enemy of  God.Jas.4:4 
“If  the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If  you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. 
As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of  the world. That is why the world hates you. 
Remember what I told you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.' If  they persecuted me, they will persecute you 
also. If  they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also. They will treat you this way because of  my name, for they 
do not know the one who sent me.Jn.15:18-21 
Hear the word of  the LORD, you who tremble at his word: “Your own people who hate you, and exclude you because 
of  my name, have said, ‘Let the LORD be glorified, that we may see your joy!' Yet they will be put to shame.Is.66:5 
Do not be surprised, my brothers and sisters, if  the world hates you.1Jn.3:13 
Join with me in suffering, like a good soldier of  Christ Jesus. No one serving as a soldier gets entangled in civilian 
affairs, but rather tries to please his commanding officer.2Tim.2:3-4 
But we are to be loyal subjects 
Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every human authority: whether to the emperor, as the supreme authority, or 
to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. For it is God's 
will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of  foolish people. Live as free people, but do not use your 
freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as God's slaves. Show proper respect to everyone, love the family of  believers, fear 
God, honor the emperor.1Pet.2:13-17 
Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do whatever is good, to slander 
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no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and always to be gentle toward everyone.Tit.3:1-2 
Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. 
The authorities that exist have been established by God. Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling 
against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. For rulers hold no terror for 
those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of  the one in authority? Then do 
what is right and you will be commended. For the one in authority is God's servant for your good. But if  you do wrong, 
be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no reason. They are God's servants, agents of  wrath to bring punishment 
on the wrongdoer. Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of  possible punishment but 
also as a matter of  conscience.Rom.13:1-5 
But there are Biblical examples of  Christians in political positions: 
After this, Jesus travelled about from one town and village to another, proclaiming the good news of  the kingdom of  
God. The Twelve were with him, and also some women who had been cured of  evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called 
Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out; Joanna the wife of  Chuza, the manager of  Herod's household; 
Susanna; and many others. These women were helping to support them out of  their own means.Lk.8:1-3 
Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of  Cyrene, 
Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul.Acts.13:1 
Greet all God's people in Christ Jesus. The brothers and sisters who are with me send greetings. All God's people here 
send you greetings, especially those who belong to Caesar's household.Phil.4:21-22 
Are our political leaders appointed by God? 
Yes and No!  
Yes—in the same way that God has appointed each of  our position in life 
“The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of  heaven and earth and does not live in temples built 
by human hands. And he is not served by human hands, as if  he needed anything. Rather, he himself  gives everyone 
life and breath and everything else. From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; 
and he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of  their lands. God did this so that they would 
seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from any one of  us. ‘For in him we live 
and move and have our being.'Acts.17:24-28 
“This is what the LORD says to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I take hold of  to subdue nations before 
him and to strip kings of  their armour, to open doors before him so that gates will not be shut: I will go before you 
and will level the mountains; I will break down gates of  bronze and cut through bars of  iron. I will give you hidden 
treasures, riches stored in secret places, so that you may know that I am the LORD, the God of  Israel, who summons 
you by name.Is.45 :1-3 
No, God does not give us divine right to act as we choose. Those who act unjustly will be 
brought to account 
“Woe to the Assyrian, the rod of  my anger, in whose hand is the club of  my wrath! I send him against a godless 
nation, I dispatch him against a people who anger me, to seize loot and snatch plunder, and to trample them down like 
mud in the streets. But this is not what he intends, this is not what he has in mind; his purpose is to destroy, to put an 
end to many nations.Is.10:5-7 
“Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep of  my pasture!” declares the LORD. Therefore this 
is what the LORD, the God of  Israel, says to the shepherds who tend my people: “Because you have scattered my flock 
and driven them away and have not bestowed care on them, I will bestow punishment on you for the evil you have 
done,” declares the LORD.Jer.23:1-2 
 
Mon Dieu et mon droit —French for "God and my right", meaning that the king is "Rex Angliae Dei 
gratia” King of  England by the grace of  God. It is used to imply that the monarch has a God-given 
(divine) right to rule. First been used by Richard I (1157–1199) as a battle cry and reference to his 
French ancestry and the concept of  the divine right of  the monarch to govern. Richard wrote after 
his victory "It is not us who have done it but God and our right through us". He told the Holy 
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Roman Emperor: 'I am born of  a rank which recognises no superior but God'. It was adopted as the 
royal motto of  England by King Henry V (1386–1422) with the phrase "and my right" referring to 
his claim by descent to the French crown. 
1611 King James Bible Introduction 
To the most high and mightie Prince, James by the grace of  God King of  Great Britaine, France and 
Ireland, Defender of  the Faith, &c. The translators of  The Bible, wish Grace, Mercie, and Peace, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Great and manifold were the blessings (most dread Soveraigne) which Almighty GOD, the Father 
of  all Mercies, bestowed upon us the people of  ENGLAND, when first he sent your Majesties Royall 
person to rule and raigne over us. For whereas it was the expectation of  many, who wished not well 
unto our ZION, that upon the setting of  that bright Occidentall Starre Queene ELIZABETH of  
most happy memory, some thicke and palpable cloudes of  darkenesse would so have overshadowed 
this land, that men should have bene in doubt which way they were to walke, and that it should hardly 
be knowen, who was to direct the unsetled State: the appearance of  your MAJESTIE, as of  the 
Sunne in his strength, instantly dispelled those supposed and surmised mists, and gave unto all that 
were well affected, exceeding cause of  comfort; especially when we beheld the government 
established in your HIGHNESSE, and your hopefull Seed, by an undoubted Title, and this also 
accompanied with Peace and tranquillitie, at home and abroad. 
Magna Carta  
In England, by custom and tradition laid down by the Anglo-Saxons, the role of  the king was to care 
for and lead the people, under God. The king himself  was regarded as subject to God and therefore 
under His rule. The sovereign had responsibility, so that the government of  the country functioned 
by way of  mutual and reciprocal obligation between the king and the people. With the coming of  
the Normans, however, this approach changed. Certainly William the Conqueror invoked God and 
claimed divine justification for his rule – you couldn’t really be a king without that in those days – 
but in terms of  actual government, God didn’t get much of  a look in. William’s laws at heart were 
secular, and the culturally required Christian reference that prefixed all laws was included strictly for 
the purposes of  legitimisation. The Church was kept under tight rein. 
 
It was no accident that the English Civil War broke out when a king of  Scots descent sat on the 
throne. Charles I was son of  James Stuart, who had become ruler of  England as well as Scotland in 
1603 on the death of  Elizabeth I. Magna Carta did not apply in Scotland and neither James nor his 
son saw reason to be bound by it south of  the border. Like his father, Charles I espoused the doctrine 
of  Divine Right of  Kings – the idea that a monarch was appointed to rule by God and was 
answerable to him alone. This was directly contrary to Magna Carta and was the antithesis of  English 
traditions of  kingship. 
Jesus answered, “You would have no power over me if  it were not given to you from above. Therefore the one who 
handed me over to you is guilty of  a greater sin.” Jn.19:11 
On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that the chief  priests and the elders 
had said to them. When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they 
said, “you made the heavens and the earth and the sea, and everything in them. You spoke by the Holy Spirit through 
the mouth of  your servant, our father David:“ ‘Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of  
the earth rise up and the rulers band together against the Lord and against his anointed one.' Indeed Herod and 
Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of  Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant 
Jesus, whom you anointed. They did what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen. Now, Lord, 
consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. Stretch out your hand to heal 
and perform signs and wonders through the name of  your holy servant Jesus.” After they prayed, the place where they 
were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of  God boldly.Acts.4:23-
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31 
Should we pray for our political leaders—including our king? 
Yes 
I urge, then, first of  all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people—for kings and 
all those in authority1Tim.2:1 
Pray for the well-being of  the king and his sons.Ezra.6:10 
Also, seek the peace and prosperity of  the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because 
if  it prospers, you too will prosper.Jer.29:7 
If  so, how should we pray for our political leaders? 
Pray that we live quiet and peaceful lives, including in witnessing 
I urge, then, first of  all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people—for kings and 
all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. This is good, and pleases 
God our Saviour, who wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of  the truth. For there is one God and 
one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself  as a ransom for all people. This has 
now been witnessed to at the proper time. And for this purpose I was appointed a herald and an apostle—I am telling 
the truth, I am not lying—and a true and faithful teacher of  the Gentiles.1Tim.2:1-7 
Is a union between state and church Biblical? 
In the OT, Israel was God’s special nation and He was their King—it should have been a 
Theocracy. 
Then Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain and said, “This is what you are to say 
to the descendants of  Jacob and what you are to tell the people of  Israel: ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, 
and how I carried you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself. Now if  you obey me fully and keep my covenant, 
then out of  all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a 
kingdom of  priests and a holy nation.' These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.” So Moses went back 
and summoned the elders of  the people and set before them all the words the LORD had commanded him to speak. 
The people all responded together, “We will do everything the LORD has said.” So Moses brought their answer back 
to the LORD.Ex.19:3-8 
However, they soon became rebellious and rejected God’s authority 
Samuel summoned the people of  Israel to the LORD at Mizpah and said to them, “This is what the LORD, the 
God of  Israel, says: ‘I brought Israel up out of  Egypt, and I delivered you from the power of  Egypt and all the 
kingdoms that oppressed you.' But you have now rejected your God, who saves you out of  all your disasters and 
calamities. And you have said, ‘No, appoint a king over us.' So now present yourselves before the LORD by your 
tribes and clans.”1Sam.10:17-19 
Now it ts the Church that is God’s holy nation—God’s Kingdom is not a political institution or 
a political kingdom but spiritual nation 
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's special possession, that you may declare the praises 
of  him who called you out of  darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were not a people, but now you are the people 
of  God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.1Pet.2:9-10 
In what way is Jesus our King? 
Jesus is king by His nature and also by God’s authority due to His obedience 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.Jn.1:1 
he humbled himself  by becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross! Therefore God exalted him to the highest 
place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of  Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of  God the 
Father.Phil.2:8-11 
In what way is Jesus our Priest? 
As Priest, Jesus mediates between God and us:  
Pray for kings. Pray for all who are in authority. Pray that we will live peaceful and quiet lives. And pray that we 
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will be godly and holy. That is good. It pleases God our Saviour. He wants everyone to be saved. He wants them to 
come to know the truth. There is only one God. And there is only one go-between for God and human beings. He is 
the man Christ Jesus. He gave himself  to pay for the sins of  everyone. That was a witness given by God at just the 
right time.1Tim.2:2-6 That is why he is the one who mediates a new covenant between God and people, so that all who are 
called can receive the eternal inheritance God has promised them.Heb.9:15 
The first mention of  a priest in the Bible is Melchizedek:  
Then Melchizedek king of  Salem brought out bread and wine. He was priest of  God Most High, and he blessed 
Abram, saying, “Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Creator of  heaven and earth. And praise be to God Most 
High, who delivered your enemies into your hand.” Then Abram gave him a tenth of  everything.Gen.14:18-20 

 Jesus is a priest after the order of  Melchizedek—that is, Jesus is a permenant Priest (i.e. He won’t die 
and He won’t be succeeded by anyone else either) and, like Melchizedek, He is also King of  
Righteousness and King of  Peace:  
This Melchizedek was king of  the city of  Salem and also a priest of  God Most High. When Abraham was returning 
home after winning a great battle against the kings, Melchizedek met him and blessed him. Then Abraham took a tenth 
of  all he had captured in battle and gave it to Melchizedek. The name Melchizedek means "king of  justice 
[righteousness]," and king of  Salem means "king of  peace." There is no record of  his father or mother or any of  his 
ancestors–no beginning or end to his life. He remains a priest forever, resembling the Son of  God… This change has 
been made very clear since a different priest, who is like Melchizedek, has appeared. Jesus became a priest, not by meeting 
the physical requirement of  belonging to the tribe of  Levi, but by the power of  a life that cannot be destroyed. And the 
psalmist pointed this out when he prophesied, "You are a priest forever in the order of  Melchizedek."Heb.7:1-17  
Melchizedek gave Abraham bread and wine and Jesus gives us bread and wine too—which represents 
Himself, His life:  
While they were eating, Jesus took bread. He gave thanks and broke it. He handed it to his disciples and said, “Take 
it. This is my body.” Then he took the cup. He gave thanks and handed it to them. All of  them drank from it. “This 
is my blood of  the new covenant,” he said to them. “It is poured out for many. What I'm about to tell you is true. I 
won't drink wine with you again until the day I drink it in God's kingdom.”Mk.14:22-25  

Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, unless you eat the flesh of  the Son of  Man and drink his blood, you have no 
life in you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. For 
my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in 
him. Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of  the Father, so the one who feeds on me will live because of  
me.Jn.6:53-57  

Abraham gave Melchizedek a tithe and we give Jesus our “tithe” (a tithe is a proportion of  our income 
or possessions and it represents our whole person—our self  ( spirit, soul and body) and our assets:  
So brothers and sisters, since God has shown us great mercy, I beg you to offer your ·lives as a living sacrifice to him. 
Your offering must be only for God, holy and pleasing to him, which is the spiritual [or authentic] way for you to 
worship. Do not be shaped by this world; instead, be changed within by a new way of  thinking. Then you will be able 
to discern, test and approve what God wants for you [i.e. is God's will]; you will know what is good and pleasing to 
him and what is perfect.Rom.12:1-2  

In what way is Jesus our Prophet? 
And Jesus is a Prophet.  
But God had given a promise through all the prophets. And this is how he has made his promise come true. He said 
that his Christ would suffer. So turn away from your sins. Turn to God. Then your sins will be wiped away. The time 
will come when the Lord will make everything new. He will send the Christ. Jesus has been appointed as the Christ 
for you. He must remain in heaven until the time when God makes everything new. He promised this long ago through 
his holy prophets. Moses said, ‘The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me. He will be one of  your 
own people. You must listen to everything he tells you. Those who do not listen to him will be completely cut off  from 
their people.’Acts.2:18-23 

 The first mention of  a prophet is Abraham:  
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Now return the man's wife to him. He is a prophet. He will pray for you, and you will live.Gen.20:7  

And the second mention of  a prophet is Aaron, where he is a mouthpiece or spokesperson to Moses. 
Then the LORD said to Moses, “I have made you like God to Pharaoh. And your brother Aaron will be like a 
prophet to you. You must say everything I command you to say. Then your brother Aaron must tell Pharaoh to let the 
people of  Israel leave his country.Ex.7:1-2  

And so, a prophet is someone whose prayers God will answer and who speaks on behalf  of  God 
under His influence and inspiration—which is more forth-telling than foretelling!  
In the NT, prophecy is about giving a clear testimony to Jesus Christ:  
Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said, "No, don't worship me. I am a servant of  God, just like you 
and your brothers and sisters who testify about their faith in Jesus. Worship only God. For the essence of  prophecy is 
to give a clear witness for Jesus.Rev.19:10 
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03/05/2023 
Psalm 39 
Video: David Suchet In the Footsteps of  Peter 1 31- 
Questions 
What is conversion? 
Can you find some conversion experiences in the Bible? 
Why is conversion so important? 
How can you know if  you are converted? 
What difference has your conversion made to you? 
Comments 
What is conversion? 
Convert from Latin convertere “to change completely”. We usually think of  conversion as the new-birth 
experience but the word “convert” in our Bible does not normally have this meaning 
Convert—to turn, turn about. This is not necessarily new-birth but a turning 
And he said: “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of  
heaven. [Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the 
kingdom of  heaven.]Matt.18:3 
When Judas, who had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was seized with remorse and returned the thirty 
pieces of  silver to the chief  priests and the elders. “I have sinned,” he said, “for I have betrayed innocent 
blood.”Matt.27:3-4 
For this reason they could not believe, because, as Isaiah says elsewhere: “He has blinded their eyes and hardened their 
hearts, so they can neither see with their eyes, nor understand with their hearts, nor turn—and I would heal them.” 
[nor understand with their heart, and be converted, and I should heal them.] Isaiah said this because he saw Jesus' 
glory and spoke about him.Jn.12:40-41 
Lk 7:9 him, and turned and said to the .... 
Lk 7:44 Turning toward the woman, He .... 
Jn 1:38 And Jesus turned and saw them following, .... 
Jn 20:14 this, she turned around and saw Jesus .... 
Jn 20:16 “Mary!” She turned and said to Him .... 
Acts 7:39 their hearts turned back to Egypt, .... 
Acts 7:42 “But God turned away and delivered them .... 
Acts 13:46 we are turning to the Gentiles. .... 
Convert—Newly sprung up or, figuratively, one who is but lately converted to Christianity and newly 
implanted in the Church, newly instructed or a novice 
[an overseer] must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. 
He must also have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil's 
trap.1Tim.3:6-7 
Convert—First-fruits, the first of  the ripe fruits.  
Believers first converted in any particular place or country;  
Greet also the church that meets at their house. Greet my dear friend Epenetus, who was the first convert to Christ in 
the province of  Asia.Rom.16:5 
You know that the household of  Stephanas were the first converts [first-fruits] in Achaia, and they have devoted 
themselves to the service of  the Lord's people.1Cor.16:15 
Christ risen from the dead  
1Cor.15:20 dead, the first fruits of  those who .... 
1Cor.15:23 Christ the first fruits, after that those .... 
Believers in general consecrated to God from among the rest of  mankind;  
Jas.1:18 kind of  first fruits among His creatures. .... 
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Rev.14:4 men as first fruits to God and .... 
The gifts of  the Holy Spirit as a foretaste of  the believer's eternal inheritance;  
Rom.8:23 having the first fruits of  the Spirit, .... 
Rom.11:16 If  the first piece of  dough is .... 
Can you find some conversion experiences in the Bible? 
Thief   
But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don't you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence? We are 
punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, 
remember me when you come into your kingdom.” Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 
paradise.”Lk.23:40-43 
Paul 
As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and 
heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. “I am Jesus, 
whom you are persecuting,” he replied. “Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must 
do.”Acts.9:3-6 
“About noon as I came near Damascus, suddenly a bright light from heaven flashed around me. I fell to the ground 
and heard a voice say to me, ‘Saul! Saul! Why do you persecute me?' “ ‘Who are you, Lord?' I asked.“ ‘I am Jesus 
of  Nazareth, whom you are persecuting,' he replied. My companions saw the light, but they did not understand the 
voice of  him who was speaking to me. “ ‘What shall I do, Lord?' I asked.“ ‘Get up,' the Lord said, ‘and go into 
Damascus. There you will be told all that you have been assigned to do.'Acts.23:6-10 
“On one of  these journeys I was going to Damascus with the authority and commission of  the chief  priests. About 
noon, King Agrippa, as I was on the road, I saw a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, blazing around me and 
my companions. We all fell to the ground, and I heard a voice saying to me in Aramaic, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you 
persecute me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.' “Then I asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?' “ ‘I am Jesus, whom 
you are persecuting,' the Lord replied. ‘Now get up and stand on your feet. I have appeared to you to appoint you as 
a servant and as a witness of  what you have seen and will see of  me. I will rescue you from your own people and from 
the Gentiles. I am sending you to them to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power 
of  Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of  sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in 
me.' “So then, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the vision from heaven.Acts.26:12-19 
Pentecost 
“Therefore let all Israel be assured of  this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.” 
When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall 
we do?” Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of  you, in the name of  Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of  
your sins. And you will receive the gift of  the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who 
are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with 
them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three 
thousand were added to their number that day.Acts.2:36-41 
Ethiopian 
Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand what you are 
reading?” Philip asked. “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up 
and sit with him… The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself  or someone 
else?” Then Philip began with that very passage of  Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus. As they travelled 
along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. What can stand in the way of  my 
being baptized?”Acts.830-36 
Cornelius 
He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of  the living and 
the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of  sins through his 
name.” While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message.Acts.10:42-44 
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Philippian Jailer 
The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. He then brought them out and asked, 
“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your 
household.” Then they spoke the word of  the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. At that hour of  the night 
the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his household were baptized.Acts.16:29-33 
Why is conversion so important? 
The use of  “the sinner’s prayer” to bring someone to conversion is quite modern and although it is 
very helpful, it is not found in the Bible.  
However the experience of  new-birth is Biblical and essential to eternal life. 
Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of  God unless they are born again.”Jn.3:3 
Praise be to the God and Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living 
hope through the resurrection of  Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or 
fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of  the 
salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time… For you have been born again, not of  perishable seed, but of  
imperishable, through the living and enduring word of  God.1Pet.1:3-23 
The thief  on the cross had a conversion experience but did not pray a “sinners’ prayer”, he was not 
baptised and he had no opportunity to attend Church—but he was saved! 
One of  the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren't you the Messiah? Save yourself  and us!” But the 
other criminal rebuked him. “Don't you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence? We are punished 
justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember 
me when you come into your kingdom.” Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 
It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon, for the sun stopped shining. 
And the curtain of  the temple was torn in two. Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit 
my spirit.” When he had said this, he breathed his last.Lk.23:39-46 
Wesley 
In a letter to a friend, Wesley confessed, “I feel what you say for I am under the same condemnation…God is 
holy; I am unholy. God is a consuming fire; I am altogether a sinner, meet to be consumed. Yet I hear a voice saying, 
‘Believe, and thou shalt be saved’…O let no one deceive us by vain words, as if  we had already attained this faith!” 
24th January 1738 “I went to America to convert the Indians; but Oh! Who shall convert me? Who, what is he that 
will deliver me from this evil heart of  unbelief?” 
24th May 1738 “In the evening I went very unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate Street, where one was reading 
Luther’s ‘Preface to the Epistle to the Romans’.  About a quarter before nine, while he was describing the change which 
God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ 
alone for salvation, and an assurance was given me that he had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the 
law of  sin and death.” 
30th October 1738 Wesley told his older brother Samuel, “By a Christian I mean one who so believes in 
Christ as that sin hath no more dominion over him. And in this obvious sense of  the word I was not a Christian till 
May 24 last past. For till then sin had dominion over me, although I fought with it continually; but since then, from 
that time to this, it hath not.” 
Calvin 
“One thing I know, whereas I was blind, now I see.” 
How can you know if  you are converted? 
We have been convicted of  our need for a Saviour and we have turned to God 
For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, because our gospel came to you not simply with words, 
but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction. You know how we lived among you for your sake. 
You became imitators of  us and of  the Lord; in spite of  severe suffering, you welcomed the message with the joy given 
by the Holy Spirit. And so you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia. The Lord's message 
rang out from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia—your faith in God has become known everywhere. Therefore 
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we do not need to say anything about it, for they themselves report what kind of  reception you gave us. They tell how 
you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised 
from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.1Thess.1:4-10 
We know God’s voice 
My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no 
one can snatch them out of  my hand.Jn.10:27-28 
We love other Christians and being with them 
This is how we know who the children of  God are and who the children of  the devil are: Anyone who does not do 
what is right is not God's child, nor is anyone who does not love their brother and sister. For this is the message you 
heard from the beginning: We should love one another. Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and murdered 
his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own actions were evil and his brother's were righteous. Do not 
be surprised, my brothers and sisters, if  the world hates you. We know that we have passed from death to life, because 
we love each other. Anyone who does not love remains in death. Anyone who hates a brother or sister is a murderer, 
and you know that no murderer has eternal life residing in him.1Jn.3:10-15 
The Christian faith is real to us  
The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of  God but considers them foolishness, 
and cannot understand them because they are discerned only through the Spirit.1Cor.2:14 
“You are Israel's teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? Very truly I tell you, we speak of  
what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. I have spoken to 
you of  earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if  I speak of  heavenly things? No one has ever 
gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of  Man. Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the 
wilderness, so the Son of  Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.”Jn.3:10-15 
The Holy Spirit gives witness.  
For those who are led by the Spirit of  God are the children of  God. The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, 
so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we 
cry, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit himself  testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. Now if  we are children, 
then we are heirs—heirs of  God and co-heirs with Christ, if  indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may 
also share in his glory.Rom.8:14-17 
For no matter how many promises God has made, they are “Yes” in Christ. And so  through him the “Amen” is 
spoken by us to the glory of  God. Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed 
us, set his seal of  ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to 
come.2Cor.1:20-22 
And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of  truth, the gospel of  your salvation. When you 
believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance 
until the redemption of  those who are God's possession—to the praise of  his glory.Eph.1:13-14 
This is not just an emotional feeling but a spiritual assurance (and may will probably have 
emotional feelings). 
When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 
In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! But why am I so 
favoured, that the mother of  my Lord should come to me? As soon as the sound of  your greeting reached my ears, the 
baby in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would fulfil his promises to 
her!”Lk.1:41-45 
For the kingdom of  God is not a matter of  eating and drinking, but of  righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy 
Spirit, because anyone who serves Christ in this way is pleasing to God and receives human approval.Rom.14:17-18 
The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before them; he was filled with joy because he had come to believe 
in God—he and his whole household.Acts.16:34 
Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy good health and that all may go well with you, even as your soul is getting along 
well. It gave me great joy when some believers came and testified about your faithfulness to the truth, telling how you 
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continue to walk in it. I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth.3Jn.2-4 
The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father 
and has appeared to us. We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with 
us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. We write this to make our joy 
complete.1Jn.1:2-4 
What difference has your conversion made to you? 
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26/04/2023 
Psalm 68:1-10 
Video: David Suchet In the Footsteps of  Peter 1 22-31 
Questions 
What is your favourite passage from the OT—and why? 
What is your favourite passage from the NT—and why? 
Who is your favourite person from the OT—and why? 
Who is your favourite person from the N—and why? 
What is conversion? 
Why is conversion so important? 
How can you know if  you are converted? 
Comments 
What is your favourite passage from the OT—and why? 
I waited patiently for the LORD; he turned to me and heard my cry. He lifted me out of  the slimy pit, out of  the 
mud and mire; he set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm place to stand. He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn 
of  praise to our God. Many will see and fear the LORD and put their trust in him.Ps.40:1-3 
What is your favourite passage from the NT—and why? 
A glimpse of  heaven 
Then I looked and heard the voice of  many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten 
thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. In a loud voice they were saying: “Worthy 
is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honour and glory and praise!” 
Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, saying: 
“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honour and glory and power, for ever and ever!” The 
four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and worshiped.Rev.5:11-14 
Who is your favourite person from the OT—and why? 
Benaiah.  
Benaiah son of  Jehoiada, a valiant fighter from Kabzeel, performed great exploits. He struck down Moab's two 
mightiest warriors. He also went down into a pit on a snowy day and killed a lion. And he struck down a huge 
Egyptian. Although the Egyptian had a spear in his hand, Benaiah went against him with a club. He snatched the 
spear from the Egyptian's hand and killed him with his own spear. Such were the exploits of  Benaiah son of  Jehoiada; 
he too was as famous as the three mighty warriors. He was held in greater honour than any of  the Thirty, but he was 
not included among the Three. And David put him in charge of  his bodyguard.2Sam.23:20-23 
He was loyal to David 
Adonijah conferred with Joab son of  Zeruiah and with Abiathar the priest, and they gave him their support. But 
Zadok the priest, Benaiah son of  Jehoiada, Nathan the prophet, Shimei and Rei and David's special guard did not 
join Adonijah. Adonijah then sacrificed sheep, cattle and fattened calves at the Stone of  Zoheleth near En Rogel. He 
invited all his brothers, the king's sons, and all the royal officials of  Judah, but he did not invite Nathan the prophet 
or Benaiah or the special guard or his brother Solomon.1Kg.1:7-10 
King David said, “Call in Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet and Benaiah son of  Jehoiada.” When they came 
before the king, he said to them: “Take your lord's servants with you and have Solomon my son mount my own mule 
and take him down to Gihon. There have Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet anoint him king over Israel. 
Blow the trumpet and shout, ‘Long live King Solomon!' Then you are to go up with him, and he is to come and sit on 
my throne and reign in my place. I have appointed him ruler over Israel and Judah.” Benaiah son of  Jehoiada answered 
the king, “Amen! May the LORD, the God of  my lord the king, so declare it. As the LORD was with my lord the 
king, so may he be with Solomon to make his throne even greater than the throne of  my lord King David!” So Zadok 
the priest, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah son of  Jehoiada, the Kerethites and the Pelethites went down and had Solomon 
mount King David's mule, and they escorted him to Gihon.1Kg.1:32-38 
He was one of  the few of  David’s supporters to stay true to him and also live long enough to serve 
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Solomon 
And now, as surely as the LORD lives—he who has established me securely on the throne of  my father David and 
has founded a dynasty for me as he promised—Adonijah shall be put to death today!” So King Solomon gave orders 
to Benaiah son of  Jehoiada, and he struck down Adonijah and he died. To Abiathar the priest the king said, “Go 
back to your fields in Anathoth. You deserve to die, but I will not put you to death now, because you carried the ark 
of  the Sovereign LORD before my father David and shared all my father’s hardships.” So Solomon removed Abiathar 
from the priesthood of  the LORD, fulfilling the word the LORD had spoken at Shiloh about the house of  
Eli.1Kg.2:24-27 
So King Solomon ruled over all Israel. And these were his chief  officials: Azariah son of  Zadok—the priest… 
Benaiah son of  Jehoiada—commander in chief; Zadok and Abiathar—priests;1Kg.4:1-4 
Benaiah’s son was also a faithful servant 
Ahithophel was the king's counsellor. Hushai the Arkite was the king's confidant. Ahithophel was succeeded by 
Jehoiada son of  Benaiah and by Abiathar. Joab was the commander of  the royal army. David summoned all the 
officials of  Israel to assemble at Jerusalem:1Chron.27:33-28:1 
Who is your favourite person from the NT—and why? 
John 
He was the closest to Jesus and he died of  old age—most if  not all of  the other Disciples were 
martyred! 
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18/04/2023 
Psalm 67 
Video: David Suchet In the Footsteps of  Peter 1 10:48 
Questions 
What does it mean to “truly love God”? 
Explain what it means to love God with all your heart. 
Explain what it means to love God with all your soul.  
Explain what it means to love God with all your mind.  
Why do you think Jesus asked Peter three times if  he loved Him? 
What did Jesus mean by “feed my sheep”? 
If  salvation is freeRom.6:23why do we have to work out our salvationPhil.2:12? 
Comments 
What does it mean to “truly love God”? 
We are to love God with all our heart, with all our soul and with all our mind. 
To love God means to respect God, to communicate with God (through prayer and praise), to honour 
God and to share your life with Him—as prescribed by God’s Word. 
To truly love God means to do this passionately, personally, purposefully, joyfully, cheerfully and 
willingly.  
Christ loved the church. He gave himself  up for her. He did it to make her holy. He made her clean by washing her 
with water and the word. He did it to bring her to himself  as a brightly shining church. He wants a church that has 
no stain or wrinkle or any other flaw. He wants a church that is holy and without blame… "A man leaves his 
father and mother and is joined to his wife, and the two are united into one." This is a great mystery, but it is an 
illustration of  the way Christ and the church are one.Eph.5:25-32 
Explain what it means to love God with all your heart. 
Our love for God can be emotional but it comes from a deeper place that our emotions—it comes 
from our heart. Our biological heart is the part of  us that pumps blood around our body and we 
could call it the source of  our life—when it stops, we are dead! Our metaphorical heart is the source 
of  our life—our real life—our heart is our spirit. God is Spirit (Jn.4) and so our love for God has to 
come from our spirit—the God-conscious part of  us. It is our spirit that distinguishes us from the 
rest of  Creation:  
Then the LORD God formed the man from the dust of  the ground. He breathed the breath of  life into the man's 
nostrils, and the man became a living person.Gen.2:7  
Since Adam sinned, mankind has been separated spiritually from God and until we are born again 
of  the Spirit we can’t understand God:  
The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of  God but considers them foolishness, 
and cannot understand them because they are discerned only through the Spirit.1Cor.2:14 

 It takes the new-birth to enter God’s Kingdom:  
Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of  God unless they are born of  water and the Spirit. Flesh gives 
birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.' 
The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. 
So it is with everyone born of  the Spirit.”Jn.3:5-8 

 This spirit-life is not a half-hearted, take-it-or-leave-it life but a gushing life:  
Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of  living water will flow from within them.” By this he meant 
the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since 
Jesus had not yet been glorified.Jn.7:38-39  
One of  the main words for “praise” is “Hallelujah” and it literally means to be so in love with God 
that we are not ashamed to use our voices to express our love for Him (as in a marriage). Yes! God 



Deal Pentecostal Church Bible Studies 2023 

143 

wants us to be totally absorbed with Him and His will and love Him from our heart and it will be 
passionate if  we realise that we have been forgiven much.  
Then Jesus told him this story: "A man loaned money to two people–500 pieces of  silver to one and 50 pieces to the 
other. But neither of  them could repay him, so he kindly forgave them both, cancelling their debts. Who do you suppose 
loved him more after that?" Simon answered, "I suppose the one for whom he cancelled the larger debt." "That's 
right,"Lk.7: 41-43 

Explain what it means to love God with all your soul.  
Our new spiritual life is not just “spiritual” because we are soul and body as well and we are part of  
God’s family living here on earth as well as those in heaven. God’s family is the greatest and most 
wonderful loving family there is and leads to a life that is rich and satisfying:  
I came that they may have life and have it abundantly [My purpose is to give them a rich and satisfying life].Jn.10:10  
But this rich and satisfying life does not come from any self-help manual or through any personal 
effort—it is a gift from God:  
For if, by the trespass of  the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive 
God's abundant provision of  grace and of  the gift of  righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus 
Christ!Rom.5:17  
And although this spiritual life is a free gift, the way we live that life is our choice—we can decide to 
live God’s way or our way. Living God’s way is called “maturity” and comes from recognising the 
difference between right and wrong:  
For someone who lives on milk is still an infant and doesn't know how to do what is right. Solid food is for those who 
are mature, who through training have the skill to recognize the difference between right and wrong. So let us stop going 
over the basic teachings about Christ again and again. Let us go on instead and become mature in our 
understanding.Heb.5:13-6:1  

Maturity is the development of  our soul—our personality. Our spirit is a gift from God and is 
complete from our new birth—and imperishable (incorruptible) but our soul is not mature and is 
capable of  being impure!  
You have purified your souls by obeying the truth in order to show sincere mutual love. So love one another earnestly 
from a pure heart. You have been born anew, not from perishable but from imperishable seed, through the living and 
enduring word of  God.1Pet.1:22-23 

 Loving God involves choosing to love Him by obeying His commands and by respecting Him. 
Although we love God as “Our Father, who is in heaven,” we should always respect Him as “Almighty 
God”.  
Fear the LORD, you his saints, for those who fear him lack nothing.Ps.34:9  
Some versions of  the Bible translate “fear” as “respect”:  
You people of  God, have respect for the LORD. Those who respect him have everything they need. 
Explain what it means to love God with all your mind.  
Loving God not only involves our heart and our soul, it also involves our mind—we should think 
through our commitment to God and change our thinking by renewing our minds:  
Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of  God's mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. Do not conform to the pattern of  this world, but be transformed 
by the renewing of  your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and 
perfect will.Rom.12:1-2  

That, however, is not the way of  life you learned when you heard about Christ and were taught in him in accordance 
with the truth that is in Jesus. You were taught, with regard to your former way of  life, to put off  your old self, which 
is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of  your minds; and to put on the new self, 
created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.Eph.4:20-24  

Our mind is very complex and can store information both consciously and unconsciously. That 
information can be recalled at will (or not, if  we forget) and used to assist us.  
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There are some practical helps in retaining information, such as writing it down, reading it aloud, 
putting the words to music, associating the information with ideas or pictures, etc.  
Moses explained this to the Israelites thousands of  years ago:  
Israel, listen to me. The LORD is our God. The LORD is the one and only God. Love the LORD your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul. Love him with all your strength. The commandments I give you today must be 
in your hearts. Make sure your children learn them. Talk about them when you are at home. Talk about them when 
you walk along the road. Speak about them when you go to bed. And speak about them when you get up. Write them 
down and tie them on your hands as a reminder. Also tie them on your foreheads. Write them on the doorframes of  
your houses. Also write them on your gates.Deut.6:4-9 

 We took that advice seriously in May 2006 by having a monthly memory verse—starting with:  
Keep your lives free from the love of  money and be content with what you have, because God has said, “Never will I 
leave you; never will I forsake you.” So we say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What 
can man do to me?”Heb.13:5-6 

But we should, remember that the Scriptures are more than just words—they contain life that feeds 
our spirit and will enable us to be strong in our faith:  
The Scriptures say: People do not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of  God.Matt.4:4  
The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life.Jn.6:63 

 If  we don’t work at our salvation, we are short-sighted and forget the reality of  God forgiving our 
sins:  
In view of  all this, make every effort to respond to God's promises. Supplement your faith with a generous provision 
of  moral excellence, and moral excellence with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with patient 
endurance, and patient endurance with godliness, and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with 
love for everyone. The more you grow like this, the more productive and useful you will be in your knowledge of  our 
Lord Jesus Christ. But those who fail to develop in this way are short-sighted or blind, forgetting that they have been 
cleansed from their old sins. So, dear brothers and sisters, work hard to prove that you really are among those God has 
called and chosen. Do these things, and you will never fall away. Then God will give you a grand entrance into the 
eternal Kingdom of  our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.2Pet.1:5-11  

Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence—
continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act according 
to his good purpose. Do everything without complaining or arguing, so that you may become blameless and pure, 
children of  God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe as 
you hold out the word of  life.Phil.2:12-16 
Why do you think Jesus asked Peter three times if  he loved Him? 
Probably because he denied Jesus 3 times. 
Peter replied, “Man, I don't know what you're talking about!” Just as he was speaking, the rooster crowed. The Lord 
turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: “Before the rooster 
crows today, you will disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly.Lk.22:60-62 
"Holy" seems to be the most precious word used to describe God. It is the only word emphasized 
three times to describe God  
Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of  his glory.Is.6:3 
The Hebrews used this literary device to emphasize. If  a word was used twice, such as "Truly, truly...", 
what was about to be said was very true. If  a word was used three times it was absolute and ultimate. 
God is described not as being "holy, holy" but as "holy, holy, holy".  
And the four living creatures, each of  them with six wings, are full of  eyes all around and within, and day and night 
they never cease to say, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!” Rev.4:8 

The word "holy" means “different”. But it's more than just obscure, it means different in the sense of  
“not common”, “very, very, special”. As it pertains to God, the word holy carries a sense of  beauty, 
magnificence, awesome. While God is holy, holy, holy, what is directly associated with Him is holy. 
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Thus, God calls His redeemed people, holy. 
 To be a Christian is to be made holy. Without being made holy, a person cannot see God let 
alone enter Heaven after this life –  
Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord.Heb.12:14 
What did Jesus mean by “feed my sheep”? 
To feed is to act as a Shepherd—to look after, care, protect and provide for God’s people.  
Of  course, Jesus is our model 
I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep… I am the good shepherd; I know my 
sheep and my sheep know me.Jn.10:11-14 
Now may the God of  peace, who through the blood of  the eternal covenant brought back from the dead our Lord 
Jesus, that great Shepherd of  the sheep, equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us 
what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.Heb.13:20-21 
Pastors are one of  the named gifts to the Church  
So Christ himself  gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his people for 
works of  service, so that the body of  Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the 
knowledge of  the Son of  God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of  the fullness of  
Christ.Eph.4:11-13 
But actually it is the Holy Spirit who is given to the Church and He manifests Himself  as 
He chooses 
Now to each one the manifestation of  the Spirit is given for the common good... All these are the work of  one and 
the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines.1Cor.12:7-11 
And so each of  us are to care for others—to look out for and assist in their welfare. This is 
primarily others spiritual health but will also involve their mental and physical health as well. 
For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of  God. Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of  
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of  the church of  God, which he bought with his own 
blood. I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the flock. Even from your 
own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. So be on your guard! 
Remember that for three years I never stopped warning each of  you night and day with tears.Acts.20:27-31 
Be shepherds of  God's flock that is under your care, watching over them—not because you must, but because you are 
willing, as God wants you to be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; not lording it over those entrusted to 
you, but being examples to the flock. And when the Chief  Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of  glory that 
will never fade away.1Pet.5:2-4 
Jude contrasts good shepherds with bad shepherds 
Woe to them! They have taken the way of  Cain; they have rushed for profit into Balaam's error; they have been 
destroyed in Korah's rebellion. These people are blemishes at your love feasts, eating with you without the slightest 
qualm—shepherds who feed only themselves. They are clouds without rain, blown along by the wind; autumn trees, 
without fruit and uprooted—twice dead. They are wild waves of  the sea, foaming up their shame; wandering stars, 
for whom blackest darkness has been reserved forever.Jude.11-13 
If  salvation is freeRom.6:23why do we have to work out our salvationPhil.2:12? 
For the wages of  sin is death, but the gift of  God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.Rom.6:23 
continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act in 
order to fulfil his good purposePhil.2:12 
God works our salvation  
Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvellous things; his right hand and his holy arm have worked 
salvation for him. The LORD has made his salvation known and revealed his righteousness to the nations.Ps.98:1-2 

It was not by their sword that they won the land, nor did their arm bring them victory; it was your right hand, your 
arm, and the light of  your face, for you loved them.Ps.44:3 
He saw that there was no one, he was appalled that there was no one to intervene; so his own arm worked salvation 
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for him, and his own righteousness sustained him. He put on righteousness as his breastplate, and the helmet of  
salvation on his head;Is.59:16-17 
For the day of  vengeance was in my heart, and the year of  my redemption has come. I looked, but there was no one 
to help, I was appalled that no one gave support; so my own arm worked salvation for me, and my own wrath 
sustained me.Is.63:4-5 
God works out our salvation by motivating us and enabling us to live for Him in obedience 
For God, who was at work in Peter as an apostle to the circumcised, was also at work in me as an apostle to the 
Gentiles.Gal.2:8 
Then the family heads of  Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and Levites—everyone whose heart God had 
moved—prepared to go up and build the house of  the LORD in Jerusalem. All their neighbours assisted them with 
articles of  silver and gold, with goods and livestock, and with valuable gifts, in addition to all the freewill 
offerings.Ezek.1:5-6 
Then the whole Israelite community withdrew from Moses' presence, and everyone who was willing and whose heart 
moved them came and brought an offering to the LORD for the work on the tent of  meeting, for all its service, and 
for the sacred garments. All who were willing, men and women alike, came and brought gold jewellery of  all kinds: 
brooches, earrings, rings and ornaments. They all presented their gold as a wave offering to the LORD.Ez.35:20-22 
but we work out our salvation  
Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much more in my 
absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to 
act in order to fulfil his good purpose. Do everything without grumbling or arguing, so that you may become blameless 
and pure, “children of  God without fault in a warped and crooked generation.” Then you will shine among them 
like stars in the sky as you hold firmly to the word of  life.Phil.2:12-16 
We work out our salvation—  
by putting God’s Word into practice 
He replied, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of  God and obey it.”Lk.11:28 
By growing in grace 
But grow in the grace and knowledge of  our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! 
Amen.2Pet.3:18 
By maturing 
We have much to say about this, but it is hard to make it clear to you because you no longer try to understand. In fact, 
though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of  God's word all 
over again. You need milk, not solid food! Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the 
teaching about righteousness. But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish 
good from evil. Therefore let us move beyond the elementary teachings about Christ and be taken forward to maturity, 
not laying again the foundation of  repentance from acts that lead to death [from useless rituals], and of  faith in God, 
instruction about cleansing rites, the laying on of  hands, the resurrection of  the dead, and eternal judgment. And God 
permitting, we will do so.Heb.5:11-6:3 
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12/04/2023 
Psalm 66 
Video: David Suchet In the Footsteps of  Peter 1 
Questions 
Who killed Jesus? 
What is the difference between resuscitation and resurrection? 
Where is Jesus now? 
What is the significance of  Jesus’ appellation “firstborn from the dead”Rev.1:5? 
What does Jesus’ resurrection tell us about our future? 
When will the future resurrection be? 
Questions 
Who killed Jesus? 
The Romans physically killed Jesus 
Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them. He had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be 
crucified.Mk.15:15 
“Here is your king,” Pilate said to the Jews. But they shouted, “Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him! ”Shall 
I crucify your king?” Pilate asked. “We have no king but Caesar,” the chief  priests answered. Finally Pilate handed 
him over to them to be crucified… Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: JESUS OF 
NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS. Many of  the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was 
crucified was near the city, and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. The chief  priests of  the Jews 
protested to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of  the Jews,' but that this man claimed to be king of  the Jews.” Pilate 
answered, “What I have written, I have written.” When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing 
them into four shares, one for each of  them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in 
one piece from top to bottom.Jn.19:14-23 
Herod was party to Jesus’ death 
Then Herod and his soldiers ridiculed and mocked him. Dressing him in an elegant robe, they sent him back to Pilate. 
That day Herod and Pilate became friends—before this they had been enemies.Lk.23:11-12 
When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you made the 
heavens and the earth and the sea, and everything in them. You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of  your 
servant, our father David:“ ‘Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of  the earth rise upand 
the rulers band together against the Lord and against his anointed one.' Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together 
with the Gentiles and the people of  Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 
They did what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen. Now, Lord, consider their threats and 
enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. Stretch out your hand to heal and perform signs and 
wonders through the name of  your holy servant Jesus.”Acts.4:24-30 
The Chief  Priests, elders and the Jewish crowd orchestrated the death of  Jesus  
But the chief  priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus executed… But they 
shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!” When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was 
starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of  the crowd. “I am innocent of  this man's blood,” he said. “It 
is your responsibility!” All the people answered, “His blood is on us and on our children!”Matt.27:20-25 
For you, brothers and sisters, became imitators of  God's churches in Judea, which are in Christ Jesus: You suffered 
from your own people the same things those churches suffered from the Jews who killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets 
and also drove us out.1Thess.2:14-15 
No, we declare God's wisdom, a mystery that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began. None 
of  the rulers of  this age understood it, for if  they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of  glory.1Cor.2:7-8 
God the Father required Jesus’ death 
But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was 
on him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of  us has turned to our own way; 
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and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of  us all… Yet it was the LORD's will to crush him and cause him to 
suffer, and though the LORD makes his life an offering for sin, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the 
will of  the LORD will prosper in his hand.Is.53:5-10 
This man was handed over to you by God's deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of  wicked men, 
put him to death by nailing him to the cross. But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of  death, 
because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him.Acts.2:23-24 
But actually Jesus died because He lay down His own life 
“I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me—just as the Father knows me and I know the 
Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that are not of  this sheep pen. I must bring them also. 
They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. The reason my Father loves me is that I 
lay down my life—only to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of  my own accord. I have 
authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.”Jn.10:14-18 
This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our 
brothers and sisters.1Jn.3:16 
It was our sins that killed Jesus 
For what I received I passed on to you as of  first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures,1Cor.15:3 
For this reason Christ is the mediator of  a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised eternal 
inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first 
covenant.Heb.9:15 
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself  for our sins to rescue us 
from the present evil age, according to the will of  our God and Father, to whom be glory for ever and ever. 
Amen.Gal.1;3-5 
What is the difference between resuscitation and resurrection? 
Resuscitation would mean that Jesus was simply brought back to life and then resumed to live a 
normal life within the confines of  the current laws of  nature.  
Resurrection means that Jesus was entirely transformed into a new kind of  living which is not 
confined to the laws of  our fallen world. Jesus was raised to life with an immortal body 
Resuscitation 
To understand the nature of  the Resurrection we need to make a distinction with mere resuscitation, 
which is the reviving of  a life. Some Christians have a concept of  physical resurrection which is really 
just a glorified concept of  resuscitation.  
To highlight the similarities but distinctions between resuscitation and resurrection we could draw 
on the story of  Lazarus’ rising from the dead. 
Similarities: 
• Both Lazarus and Christ had their old physical bodies revived. 
• Both were dead for days, therefore their reviving could not be reasonably considered a 
medically natural event (it was supernatural) 
Differences: 
• Lazarus was resuscitated with a mortal body 
• Jesus was resurrected with an immortal body 

It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power. It is sown a natural 
body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 1Cor.15:43-44 
And which now has been manifested through the appearing of our Saviour Christ Jesus, who abolished death and 
brought life and immortality to light through the gospel,  2Tim.1:10 

The New Testament teaches that the Resurrection will not merely be the resuscitation of  our existing 
bodies. Christ’s resurrection necessarily involved supernatural resuscitation but it also included: (i) a 
constitutional change from mortality to immortality; (ii) ‘ascension’ (translation) directly into heaven; 
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and (iii) glorification. 
The Resurrection of  believers does not require ‘resuscitation’. The Bible says that Christ’s 
resurrection is the first-fruits of  the Resurrection which means it is the prototype of  the Resurrection 
of  the believers. 
But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the first-fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 1Cor.15:20 
Jesus’ resurrected body had no earthly clothes 
So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. Both were running, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached 
the tomb first. He bent over and looked in at the strips of  linen lying there but did not go in. Then Simon Peter came 
along behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of  linen lying there, as well as the cloth that had 
been wrapped around Jesus' head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. Jn.20:3-7 
Jesus’ resurrected body could appear and disappear  
On the evening of  that first day of  the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of  the 
Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” After he said this, he showed them 
his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.Jn.20:19-20 
As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself  came up and walked along with them; but 
they were kept from recognizing him.Lk.24:15-16 
Jesus’ resurrected body was not always immediately recognised 
At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. He asked her, 
“Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for? “Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if  you 
have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.” Jesus said to her, “Mary. “She turned 
toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”).Jn.20:14-16 
When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. Then their 
eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight.Lk.24:30-31 
Where is Jesus now? 
In heaven 
When he had led them out to the vicinity of  Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. While he was blessing 
them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 
And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.Lk.24:50-53 
After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. They were looking 
intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. “Men of  Galilee,” 
they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, 
will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”Acts.1:9-11 
“In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of  man, coming with the clouds of  heaven. 
He approached the Ancient of  Days and was led into his presence. He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; 
all nations and peoples of  every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass 
away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.Dan.7:13-14 
This is why it says: “When he ascended on high, he took many captives and gave gifts to his people.” (What does “he 
ascended” mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthly regions? He who descended is the very one who 
ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.)Eph.4:-10 
With the Father at His right hand 
Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, 
‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.' ”Jn.20:17 
I came from the Father and entered the world; now I am leaving the world and going back to the Father.”Jn.16:28 
Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand 
of  God. Col.3:1 
That power is the same as the mighty strength he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his 
right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every name that is 
invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.Eph.1:19-21 
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The Son is the radiance of  God's glory and the exact representation of  his being, sustaining all things by his powerful 
word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of  the Majesty in heaven. Heb.1:3 
Now the main point of  what we are saying is this: We do have such a high priest, who sat down at the right hand of  
the throne of  the Majesty in heaven, and who serves in the sanctuary, the true tabernacle set up by the Lord, not by a 
mere human being. Heb.8:1-2 
Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at God's right hand—with angels, authorities and powers in submission 
to him.1Pet.3:22 
What is the significance of  Jesus’ appellation “firstborn from the dead”Rev.1:5? 
Jesus was the first to rise from the dead—which means that we too will rise from the dead.  
Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of  the kings of  the earth.Rev.1:5 
Jesus was God’s one and only Son 
God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 
life.Jn.3:16 
But Jesus became human (took on flesh) and when He died, He became the Firstborn from the 
dead—meaning that there are now other children of  God 
For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of  his Son, that he might be the firstborn 
among many brothers and sisters. Rom.8:29 
And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God's angels worship him.” In speaking 
of  the angels he says, “He makes his angels spirits, and his servants flames of  fire.” But about the Son he says, “Your 
throne, O God, will last for ever and ever; a sceptre of  justice will be the sceptre of  your kingdom. You have loved 
righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions by anointing you 
with the oil of  joy.”Heb.1:6-9 
But we do see Jesus, who was made lower than the angels for a little while, now crowned with glory and honour because 
he suffered death, so that by the grace of  God he might taste death for everyone. In bringing many sons and daughters 
to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the pioneer of  their 
salvation perfect through what he suffered. Both the one who makes people holy and those who are made holy are of  
the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters. He says, “I will declare your name to my 
brothers and sisters; in the assembly I will sing your praises.” And again, “I will put my trust in him.” And again 
he says, “Here am I, and the children God has given me.” Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in 
their humanity so that by his death he might break the power of  him who holds the power of  death—that is, the 
devil— and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of  death. Heb.2:9-15 
The Son is the image of  the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For in him all things were created: things in 
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been 
created through him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of  
the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have 
the supremacy.Col.1:15-18 
What does Jesus’ resurrection tell us about our future? 
Jesus’ resurrection guarantees our resurrection. We cannot enter heaven with a mortal body—
we need an immortal body 
In the way of  righteousness there is life; along that path is immortality.Prov.12:28 
To those who by persistence in doing good seek glory, honour and immortality, he will give eternal life.Rom.2:7 
For the perishable must clothe itself  with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. When the perishable has 
been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: 
“Death has been swallowed up in victory.”1Cor.15:53-54 
He has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of  anything we have done but because of  his own purpose 
and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of  time, but it has now been revealed through 
the appearing of  our Saviour, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light 
through the gospel. 2Tim.1:9-10 
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Dear friends, now we are children of  God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that 
when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 1Jn.3:2 
Resurrection body 
But someone might ask, “How are the dead raised? What kind of  body will they have?” How foolish! What you 
plant doesn't come to life unless it dies. When you plant something, it isn't a completely grown plant that you put in 
the ground. You only plant a seed. Maybe it's wheat or something else. But God gives the seed a body just as he has 
planned. And to each kind of  seed he gives its own body. All earthly creatures are not the same. People have one kind 
of  body. Animals have another. Birds have another kind. Fish have still another. There are also heavenly bodies as 
well as earthly bodies. Heavenly bodies have one kind of  glory. Earthly bodies have another. The sun has one kind 
of  glory. The moon has another kind. The stars have still another. And one star's glory is different from that of  
another star. It will be like that with bodies that are raised from the dead. The body that is planted does not last 
forever. The body that is raised from the dead lasts forever. It is planted without honour. But it is raised in glory. It is 
planted in weakness. But it is raised in power. It is planted as an earthly body. But it is raised as a spiritual body. 
Just as there is an earthly body, there is also a spiritual body. It is written, “The first man Adam became a living 
person.” (Ge 2:7) The last Adam became a spirit that gives life. What is spiritual did not come first. What is earthly 
came first. What is spiritual came after that. The first man came from the dust of  the earth. The second man came 
from heaven. Those who belong to the earth are like the one who came from the earth. And those who are spiritual are 
like the one who came from heaven. We are like the earthly man. And we will be like the man from heaven. Brothers 
and sisters, here is what I'm telling you. Bodies made of  flesh and blood can't share in the kingdom of  God. And 
what dies can't share in what never dies. Listen! I am telling you a mystery. We will not all die. But we will all be 
changed. That will happen in a flash, as quickly as you can wink an eye. It will happen when the last trumpet sounds. 
The trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised to live forever. And we will be changed. Our natural bodies don't 
last forever. They must be dressed with what does last forever. What dies must be dressed with what does not die. In 
fact, that is going to happen. What does not last will be dressed with what lasts forever. What dies will be dressed with 
what does not die. Then what is written will come true. It says, “Death has been swallowed up. It has lost the battle.” 
(Isa 25:8) “Death, where is the battle you thought you were winning? Death, where is your sting?” (Hos.13:14) The 
sting of  death is sin. And the power of  sin is the law. But let us give thanks to God! He wins the battle for us because 
of  what our Lord Jesus Christ has done.1Cor.15:35-57 
When will the future resurrection be? 
We don’t know! 
As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of  Olives, the disciples came to him privately. “Tell us,” they said, “when will this 
happen, and what will be the sign of  your coming and of  the end of  the age?” Jesus answered: “Watch out that no 
one deceives you…Matt.24:3-4 
He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority.Acts.1:7 
“But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. As it was 
in the days of  Noah, so it will be at the coming of  the Son of  Man. For in the days before the flood, people were 
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; and they knew nothing 
about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of  the 
Son of  Man.Matt.24:36-39 
 
In Matthew 24:36 and Luke 13:33, Christ is saying that He is not authorised to be more specific. It 
must be acknowledged that what Christ foretold in Matthew 24 and recorded similarly in Mark 13 
was fulfilled in precise detail at precisely the time Christ said it would be. It seems that Christ is saying 
that future eschatological events are determined by the Father and that Christ is authorized to tell 
this much and no more 
 
 
Nicholas of  Cusa, 1401-1464 “The world will not last past 1734.”  
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Melchior Hofmann, 1531 “The second coming will take place in the year 1533.”  
Martin Luther, 1532 “The last day is at hand. My calendar has run out. I know nothing more in my Scriptures.”  
Lester Sumrall, “I Predict 2000 A.D.” 1990 “I predict the absolute fullness of  man’s operation on planet Earth 
by the year  2000 A.D. Then Jesus Christ shall reign from Jerusalem for 1000 years.”  
Edgar C. Whisenant, “88 Reasons Why The Rapture Is In 1988”, Nashville, 1988 “Only if  the Bible is in 
error am I wrong, and I say that unequivocally. There is no way Biblically that I can be wrong; and I say that to every 
preacher in town.”  
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05/04/2023 
Psalm 65 
Video 34.38 
Questions 
Did Jesus ever get angry? 
Did Jesus ever lose His temper? 
Why did Jesus clear the Temple of  those buying and selling? (note, Jesus’ parents bought a pair of  
doves for sacrifice 30 years previously) 
What is significant about fig tree? 
Why is the Old Covenant (Judaism) obsolete? 
How are we reconciled to God? 
 
Comments 
Did Jesus ever get angry? 
Yes! But it was a righteous anger which meant that Jesus was never bitter or out of  control 
Then Jesus asked them, “Which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to kill?” But they 
remained silent. He looked around at them in anger and, deeply distressed at their stubborn hearts, said to the man, 
“Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, and his hand was completely restored. Then the Pharisees went out and 
began to plot with the Herodians how they might kill Jesus.Mk.3:4-6 
We don’t read that Jesus was angry when he drove the money changers out of  the Temple 
(but it is implied) 
When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple courts he found people 
selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money. So he made a whip out of  cords, and 
drove all from the temple courts, both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of  the money changers and overturned 
their tables. To those who sold doves he said, “Get these out of  here! Stop turning my Father's house into a market!” 
His disciples remembered that it is written: “Zeal for your house will consume me.”Jn.2:13-17 
Jesus would not have borne a grudge against anyone 
“In your anger do not sin”: Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, and do not give the devil a 
foothold.Eph.4:26-27 
There is a difference between being angry against evil and being angry because of  weak or 
wrong attitude. God was angry 
Then the LORD's anger burned against Moses and he said, “What about your brother, Aaron the Levite? I know 
he can speak well. He is already on his way to meet you, and his heart will be glad when he sees you. You shall speak 
to him and put words in his mouth; I will help both of  you speak and will teach you what to do.Ex.4:14-15 
I will take vengeance in anger and wrath upon the nations that have not obeyed me.”Mic.5:15 
“For a brief  moment I abandoned you, but with deep compassion I will bring you back. In a surge of  anger I hid my 
face from you for a moment, but with everlasting kindness I will have compassion on you,” says the LORD your 
Redeemer. “To me this is like the days of  Noah, when I swore that the waters of  Noah would never again cover the 
earth. So now I have sworn not to be angry with you, never to rebuke you again.Is.54:7-9 
 
Did Jesus ever lose His temper? 
If  we are not to be angry then we can be sure Jesus never lost His temper 
“You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to 
judgment.' But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother[Some manuscripts brother without cause] will be 
subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to his brother, ‘Raca,' is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who 
says, ‘You fool!' will be in danger of  the fire of  hell.Matt.5:21-22 
I want men everywhere to lift up holy hands in prayer, without anger or disputing.1Tim.2:8 
My dear brothers, take note of  this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, for 
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man's anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires. Therefore, get rid of  all moral filth and the evil 
that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you.Jas.1:19-21 
When Jesus cursed the fig tree it was to teach us that the old religion was cursed and finished, 
not because He was hungry 
In the morning, as they went along, they saw the fig tree withered from the roots. Peter remembered and said to Jesus, 
“Rabbi, look! The fig tree you cursed has withered!”Mk.11:20-21 
 
Why did Jesus clear the Temple of  those buying and selling? (note, Jesus’ parents bought a pair of  
doves for sacrifice 30 years previously) 
The Old Covenant required sacrifices to atone for sin until the New Covenant was 
introduced. 
The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this. First he says: “This is the covenant I will make with them after that 
time, says the Lord. I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds.” Then he adds: “Their 
sins and lawless acts I will remember no more.” And where these have been forgiven, there is no longer any sacrifice 
for sin. Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of  Jesus, by a new and 
living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we have a great priest over the house of  God, 
let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of  faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from 
a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.Heb.10:15-22 
Jesus was born under the Law  
But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of  a woman, born under law, [5] to redeem those under 
law, that we might receive the full rights of  sons.Gal.4:4-5 
This meant that He was brought up under the Law and worshipped under the Old Covenant  
When the time of  their purification according to the Law of  Moses had been completed, Joseph and Mary took him 
to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of  the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be 
consecrated to the Lord”), and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of  the Lord: “a pair of  
doves or two young pigeons.”Lk.2:22-24 
Every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the Feast of  the Passover. When he was twelve years old, they went up to 
the Feast, according to the custom. After the Feast was over, while his parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed 
behind in Jerusalem,Lk.2:41-43 
And he said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. For I tell you, I will not eat 
it again until it finds fulfilment in the kingdom of  God.”Lk.22:15-16 
 
What is significant about fig tree? 
Figtree represents religion and leaves represent man’s attempt to cover his guilt before God 
Jesus cursed the fig tree to declare that the Old Covenant (and empty religion) was finished.  
Seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to find out if  it had any fruit. When he reached it, he found nothing 
but leaves, because it was not the season for figs. Then he said to the tree, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.” 
And his disciples heard him say it… When evening came, Jesus and his disciples went out of  the city. In the morning, 
as they went along, they saw the fig tree withered from the roots. Peter remembered and said to Jesus, “Rabbi, look! 
The fig tree you cursed has withered!”Mk.11:13-21 
 
Fig leaves can represent religion—man’s attempt to cover up his guilt before a holy God, as 
illustrated by the clothes of  fig leaves that Adam and Eve made:  
Then their eyes were opened, and they both realized that they were naked. They sewed fig leaves together and made 
clothes for themselves.Gen.3:7 

The New Covenant makes us right with God and is illustrated by the clothes God made for 
Adam and Eve:  
The LORD God made garments of  skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them.Gen.3:21 For he has clothed me with 
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garments of  salvation and arrayed me in a robe of  his righteousness.Is.61:10 However, you were taught to have a new 
attitude. You were also taught to become a new person created to be like God, truly righteous and holy.Eph.4:23-24 

 
During Solomon's lifetime Judah and Israel, from Dan to Beersheba, lived in safety, each man under his own vine and 
fig tree.1Kg.4:25 
Every man will sit under his own vine and under his own fig tree, and no one will make them afraid, for the LORD 
Almighty has spoken.Mic.4:4 
Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields produce 
no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the LORD,I will be joyful 
in God my Saviour. The Sovereign LORD is my strength; he makes my feet like the feet of  a deer, he enables me to 
go on the heights.Hab.3:17-19 
 
Why is the Old Covenant (Judaism) obsolete? 
The new is better and works 
So when Jesus cleared the Temple of  the animals who were awaiting the Old Covenant sacrifices, He 
was declaring that the Old Covenant (the Mosaic Law) was about to become obsolete—and they 
killed Him for it. Stephen and Paul preached the same message and got the same reception 
 This fellow never stops speaking against this holy place. He also speaks against the law. We have heard him say that 
this Jesus of  Nazareth will destroy this place. He says Jesus will change the practices that Moses handed down to 
us.Acts.6:13-14  
When they heard this, they praised God. Then they said to him, “You see, brother, how many thousands of  Jews there 
are who have believed, and they are all ardent observers of  the law. They have been informed about you–that you teach 
all the Jews now living among the Gentiles to abandon Moses, telling them not to circumcise their children or live 
according to our customs.Acts.21:20-21 

How are we reconciled to God? 
Through the death of  Jesus on the cross 
But now he has reconciled you by Christ's physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish 
and free from accusation—if  you continue in your faith, established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the 
gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven, and of  which I, 
Paul, have become a servant.Col.1:22-23 
For he himself  is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of  hostility, by 
abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself  one new 
man out of  the two, thus making peace, and in this one body to reconcile both of  them to God through the cross, by 
which he put to death their hostility. He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who 
were near. For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.Eph.2:14-18 
 
For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of  his Son, how much more, having 
been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! [11] Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.Rom.5:10-11 
 
All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself  through Christ and gave us the ministry of  reconciliation: that God 
was reconciling the world to himself  in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the 
message of  reconciliation. We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. 
We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made him who had no sin to be sin* for us, so that in 
him we might become the righteousness of  God.2Cor.5:18-21 
  



Deal Pentecostal Church Bible Studies 2023 

156 

29/03/2023 
Psalm 63 
Video The Original Interview of  Azusa Street Revival Sur 
Questions 
In what ways are animals and humans similar? 
In what ways are humans different from animals? 
What is our soul? 
What can affect our soul? 
What should we do if  our soul is troubled? 
How can we protect our soul? 
Comments 
In what ways are animals and humans similar? 
We are similar in that we have a body and life with personality and emotions 
Those who ignore God and talk evil about things they don’t understand are similar to animals—they 
live for the now without thinking about eternal consequences. 
Those people speak evil about things they don't understand. They are like wild animals. They do what comes naturally 
to them. They are born only to be caught and destroyed. Just like animals, they too will die. They will be paid back 
with harm for the harm they have done. Their idea of  pleasure is to have wild parties in the middle of  the day. They 
are like spots and stains. They enjoy their sinful pleasures while they eat with you.2Pet.2:12-13 

In what ways are humans different from animals? 
We are made in God’s image 
Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea 
and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals,* and over all the creatures that move along the 
ground.” So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of  God he created them; male and female he created 
them.Gen.1:26-27 
God is spirit 
Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, 
for they are the kind of  worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and 
in truth.”Jn.4;23-24 
Therefore we are spirit and so we have a God consciousness and are eternal 
Yes, LORD, walking in the way of  your laws, we wait for you; your name and renown are the desire of  our hearts. 
My soul yearns for you in the night; in the morning my spirit longs for you.Is.26:8-9   
He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the hearts of  men; yet they cannot fathom 
what God has done from beginning to end.Eccl.3:11 
We have a conscience—this is the moral code that God has given us but has not given to animals.  
Now Abimelek had not gone near her, so he said, “Lord, will you destroy an innocent nation? Did he not say to me, 
‘She is my sister,' and didn't she also say, ‘He is my brother'? I have done this with a clear conscience and clean 
hands.” Then God said to him in the dream, “Yes, I know you did this with a clear conscience, and so I have kept 
you from sinning against me.Gen.20:4-6 
This is an illustration for the present time, indicating that the gifts and sacrifices being offered were not able to clear 
the conscience of  the worshiper. They are only a matter of  food and drink and various ceremonial washings—external 
regulations applying until the time of  the new order.Heb.9:9-10 
Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of  Jesus, by a new 
and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we have a great priest over the house of  
God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts 
sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold unswervingly 
to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.Heb.10:19-23 
God waited patiently in the days of  Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were 
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saved through water, and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of  dirt from the 
body but the pledge of  a clear conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of  Jesus Christ, who has gone 
into heaven and is at God's right hand—with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.1Pet.3:20-22 
Animals have no conscience and when they kill or mate with their family, they are not being evil or 
doing wrong but acting as animals.  
 
Animals have no eternal part to them and their life ends at death with no judgement, no future 
consequence and no future existence because they are not made in God’s image. But when people 
ignore their God-given conscience, they behaving like animals and ignore the fact that there is a 
judgement, there are future consequences and because there is a future existence 
What is our soul? 
Our personality—the part of  us that makes us unique. It is the seat of  our emotions, desires and 
preferences.  
Then the LORD God formed a man from the dust of  the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of  life, 
and the man became a living being [soul].Gen.2:7   
Life (soul) is a feminine noun meaning breath, the inner being with its thoughts and emotions. It is 
linked to blood 
“But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it. [But you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood. 
NKJV] And for your lifeblood I will surely demand an accounting. I will demand an accounting from every animal. 
And from each man, too, I will demand an accounting for the life of  his fellow man. “Whoever sheds the blood of  
man, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image of  God has God made man. Gen.9:4-6 
‘I will set my face against any Israelite or any foreigner residing among them who eats blood, and I will cut them off  
from the people. For the life of  a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement for yourselves 
on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one's life. [For the life of  the flesh is in the blood, and I have 
given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that makes atonement for the 
soul.NKJV] Therefore I say to the Israelites, “None of  you may eat blood, nor may any foreigner residing among you 
eat blood.” “ ‘Any Israelite or any foreigner residing among you who hunts any animal or bird that may be eaten must 
drain out the blood and cover it with earth, because the life of  every creature is its blood. That is why I have said to 
the Israelites, “You must not eat the blood of  any creature, because the life of  every creature is its blood; anyone who 
eats it must be cut off.” Lev.17:10-14 
“It is my judgment, therefore, that we should not make it difficult for the Gentiles who are turning to God. Instead we 
should write to them, telling them to abstain from food polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from the meat of  
strangled animals and from blood.  For the law of  Moses has been preached in every city from the earliest times and 
is read in the synagogues on every Sabbath.”Acts.15:19-21 
As for the Gentile believers, we have written to them our decision that they should abstain from food sacrificed to idols, 
from blood, from the meat of  strangled animals and from sexual immorality.”Acts.21:25 
So then, about eating food sacrificed to idols: We know that “An idol is nothing at all in the world” and that “There 
is no God but one.” For even if  there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on earth (as indeed there are many 
“gods” and many “lords”), yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom all things came and for whom we 
live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things came and through whom we live. But not everyone 
possesses this knowledge. Some people are still so accustomed to idols that when they eat sacrificial food they think of  
it as having been sacrificed to a god, and since their conscience is weak, it is defiled. But food does not bring us near to 
God; we are no worse if  we do not eat, and no better if  we do.1Cor.8:4-8 
 
When this word  “soul” is applied to a person, it doesn't refer to a specific part of  a human being. 
The Scriptures view a person as a composite whole, fully relating to God and not divided in any way 
We are to love God with our soul 
Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.' This is 
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the first and greatest commandment.Matt.22:37-38 
What can affect our soul? 
Anything, if  we let it 
Bad company can affect our soul 
Do not be misled: “Bad company corrupts good character.” Come back to your senses as you ought, and stop sinning; 
for there are some who are ignorant of  God—I say this to your shame.1Cor.15:33-34 
Do not make friends with a hot-tempered person, do not associate with one easily angered,  or you may learn their ways 
and get yourself  ensnared.*Prov.22:24-25 
The devil can deceive us but we can resist him by drawing near to God 
You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world means enmity against God? Therefore, anyone 
who chooses to be a friend of  the world becomes an enemy of  God. Or do you think Scripture says without reason that 
he jealously longs for the spirit he has caused to dwell in us? But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: 
“God opposes the proud but shows favour to the humble.” Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he 
will flee from you.  Come near to God and he will come near to you.Jas.4:4-8 
We can deceive our selves! 
If  we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.1Jn.1:8 
Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. Anyone who listens to the word but does 
not do what it says is like someone who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at himself, goes away and 
immediately forgets what he looks like. But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues 
in it—not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in what they do. Those who consider 
themselves religious and yet do not keep a tight rein on their tongues deceive themselves, and their religion is 
worthless.Jas.1:22-26 
Therefore, rid yourselves of  all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of  every kind. Like new-born babies, 
crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord is 
good.1Pet.2:1-3 
God’s Spirit can affect our souls too! 
“Wake up, sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” Be very careful, then, how you live—not as 
unwise but as wise, making the most of  every opportunity, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but 
understand what the Lord's will is. Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the 
Spirit, speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart 
to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of  our Lord Jesus Christ.Eph.5:14-
20 
Just one glimpse of  His glory Just one touch of  His hands 
And I will never be the same Cause His spirit keeps flowing through my veins. 
We sing glory to the Father,  Glory to the Son Holy Spirit fill us up till we are one. 
Like a fire burn inside us Consuming every pain. And as we lift our voice (hands) in worship We will 
never be the same. 
What should we do if  our soul is troubled? 
Speak to our soul 
Why are you downcast, O my soul? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my 
Saviour and my God.Ps.42:11 
Awaken our soul and praise God 
Praise God My heart, O God, is steadfast, my heart is steadfast; I will sing and make music. Awake, my soul! 
Awake, harp and lyre! I will awaken the dawn. I will praise you, Lord, among the nations; I will sing of  you among 
the peoples. For great is your love, reaching to the heavens; your faithfulness reaches to the skies.Ps.57:7-10 
Remember what God has done 
Praise the LORD, my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name. Praise the LORD, my soul, and forget not all 
his benefits—who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from the pit and crowns you 
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with love and compassion, who satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is renewed like the 
eagle's.Ps.103:1-5 
Quieten our soul and don’t be anxious about troublesome matters 
My heart is not proud, O LORD, my eyes are not haughty; I do not concern myself  with great matters or things too 
wonderful for me. But I have stilled and quieted my soul;Ps.131:1-2  
Truly my soul finds rest in God; my salvation comes from him. Truly he is my rock and my salvation; he is my fortress, 
I will never be shaken.Ps.62:1-2 
Walk in unity with Jesus 
Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from 
me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is 
light.Matt.11:28-30  
This is the same as keeping in step with the Holy Spirit  
Since we live by the Spirit, let us march in step with the Spirit. Let us not become proud. Let us not make each other 
angry. Let us not want what belongs to others.Gal.5:25-26 
Spend time in God’s presence 
When I tried to understand all this, it was oppressive to me till I entered the sanctuary of  God; then I understood 
their final destiny.Ps.73:16-17 
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of  his robe 
filled the temple. Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they 
covered their feet, and with two they were flying. And they were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD 
Almighty; the whole earth is full of  his glory.”Is.6:1-5 
After this I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven. And the voice I had first heard speaking 
to me like a trumpet said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this.” At once I was in the 
Spirit, and there before me was a throne in heaven with someone sitting on it. And the one who sat there had the 
appearance of  jasper and carnelian. A rainbow, resembling an emerald, encircled the throne. Surrounding the throne 
were twenty-four other thrones, and seated on them were twenty-four elders. They were dressed in white and had crowns 
of  gold on their heads.Rev.4:1-4 
Contemplate and reflect God’s glory 
Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of  the Lord is, there is freedom. And we, who with unveiled faces 
all reflect [contemplate; are looking as in a mirror at] the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with 
ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.2Cor.3:17-18 
 
How can we protect our soul? 
This happens by our faith (trusting God) and by the renewing our minds.  
Though you have not seen [Jesus], you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are 
filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the end result of  your faith, the salvation of  your 
souls.1Pet.1:8-9 
For the word of  God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and 
spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of  the heart.Heb.4:12 
Now may the God of  peace make you holy in every way, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless 
until our Lord Jesus Christ comes again. God will make this happen, for he who calls you is faithful.1Thess.5:23-24 

 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.Matt.22:37 
Keep our soul refreshed 
The law of  the LORD is perfect, refreshing the soul.Ps.19:7 
The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing. He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, 
he refreshes my soul.Ps.23:1-3 
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22/03/2023 
Psalm 62 
Video The Original Interview of  Azusa Street Revival Sur 
Questions 
Name some Christian traditions? 
How can you know whether a tradition is good or not? 
What is the Church? 
Why is Church important? 
Is the Church responsible for your spiritual welfare? 
What can you do to keep spiritually healthy? 
 
Comments 
Name some Christian traditions? 
Ordinances: Communion, Baptism, anointing  
Feast days/festivals: Easter, Christmas, Whitsun 
Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon 
celebration or a Sabbath day. These are a shadow of  the things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in 
Christ.Col.2:16-17 
One person considers one day more sacred than another; another considers every day alike. Each of  them should be 
fully convinced in their own mind. Whoever regards one day as special does so to the Lord. Whoever eats meat does so 
to the Lord, for they give thanks to God; and whoever abstains does so to the Lord and gives thanks to God. [7] For 
none of  us lives for ourselves alone, and none of  us dies for ourselves alone. If  we live, we live for the Lord; and if  we 
die, we die for the Lord.Rom.14:5-8 
Types and times of  Services:  
 
The Christian church was “born in song.” Soon after the turn of  the first century, the pagan historian 
Pliny reported that Christians gathered at dawn to sing a hymn “to Christ as God.” Ignatius and 
Clement, from the same time period, encouraged the early Christians to sing with one voice as they 
met together. In the third century, Eusebius wrote about many sacred songs that had been written 
by the early church.  
When Christianity was legalized by Constantine in AD313, the church was beset by divisions from 
within. One of  the most well-known heretics was Arius, born in 250. He was a public-relations expert 
who combined catchy tunes with lyrics that denied Christ’s divine equality with the Father. Devout 
Arians would blanket local communities at dusk with the sound of  their hymns. Leaders like 
Ambrose of  Milan and Ephraim Syrus countered with doctrinally accurate songs that exalted Christ 
as God. Some of  these were set to Arian melodies. In this pre-cursor to the battle of  the bands, 
biblical truth eventually won out.  
Reformation 
Luther and Calvin differed in their response to the Mass. “Picture in your mind a huge kettle filled 
to the brim with Roman doctrine and worship practice. Luther reached in to remove whatever was 
unbiblical and kept the rest; Calvin dumped out the contents and started over again, placing in the 
pot only what the Scripture warranted. This was the beginning of  the regulative principle of  
worship.”  
Whereas Luther believed that, in worship, God’s people should sing hymns, and Zwingli thought 
they should not sing at all, Calvin took the middle ground: they should sing—but they should only 
sing directly from God’s Word. Calvin saw “hymns of  human composure” as unfit for the sacred 
assembly. What words then should be used in public praise and prayer? Why, the Psalms, of  course. 
Thus began the practice of  metrical psalmody that ruled the church for the next hundred years, and 
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continues to this day. 
Zwingli’s theology was much simpler than Luther’s: “if  the Old or New Testament did not say 
something explicitly and literally, then no Christian should believe or practice it.” 
How can you know whether a tradition is good or not? 
Check that it is found in Scripture and especially the NT and does not contradict NT 
principles. 
What is the Church? 

The word Greek word for “Church” (ε ̓κκλησία ekklesia) used in the Bible was not a religious word 
but was used for the Town Council—it literally means: a gathering of  citizens called out from their homes 
into some public place for the purpose of  deliberating (to deliberate is to discourse or debate with action taken after 
careful consideration). Thus, in a Christian sense, Church is Believers meeting together in the Name of  
Jesus Christ for the purpose of  deliberating on God’s Word 
Why is Church important? 
It is the Body of  Christ 
God placed all things under Christ's rule. He appointed him to be ruler over everything for the church. The church is 
Christ's body. It is filled by Christ. He fills everything in every way.Eph.1:22-23 
Wives, follow the lead of  your husbands as you follow the Lord. The husband is the head of  the wife, just as Christ 
is the head of  the church. The church is Christ's body. He is its Saviour. The church follows the lead of  Christ. In 
the same way, wives should follow the lead of  their husbands in everything. Husbands, love your wives. Love them just 
as Christ loved the church. He gave himself  up for her. He did it to make her holy. He made her clean by washing her 
with water and the word. He did it to bring her to himself  as a brightly shining church. He wants a church that has 
no stain or wrinkle or any other flaw. He wants a church that is holy and without blame.Eph.5:22-27 
It is God’s household 
if  I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God's household, which is the church of  the 
living God, the pillar and foundation of  the truth.1Tim.3:15 
It is the gathering of  Believers and where God’s wisdom and glory is displayed 
I became a servant of  this gospel by the gift of  God's grace given me through the working of  his power. Although I 
am less than the least of  all the Lord's people, this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the boundless riches 
of  Christ, and to make plain to everyone the administration of  this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in 
God, who created all things. His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of  God should be 
made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, according to his eternal purpose that he accomplished 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence… 
Give him glory in the church and in Christ Jesus. Give him glory through all time and for ever and ever. Amen. 
Eph.3:7-12;21 
The Church is where God’s people are matured through the ministry giftings  
So Christ himself  gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works 
of  service, so that the body of  Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of  the 
Son of  God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of  the fullness of  Christ. Then we will no longer be 
infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of  teaching and by the cunning 
and craftiness of  people in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every 
respect the mature body of  him who is the head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together by 
every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself  up in love, as each part does its work.Eph.4:11-16 
Jesus is building the Church 
Here is what I tell you. You are Peter. On this rock I will build my church. The gates of  hell will not be strong enough 
to destroy it. Matt.16:18 
It is where Believers worship God 
Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time of  peace. The Holy Spirit gave the church 
strength and boldness. So they grew in numbers. And they worshiped the Lord.Acts.9:31 
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It is where Believers teach God’s Word 
The church in Jerusalem heard about this. So they sent Barnabas to Antioch. When he arrived and saw what the 
grace of  God had done, he was glad. He told them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts. Barnabas was 
a good man. He was full of  the Holy Spirit and of  faith. Large numbers of  people came to know the Lord. Then 
Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul. He found him there. Then he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year 
Barnabas and Saul met with the church. They taught large numbers of  people. At Antioch the believers were called 
Christians for the first time.Acts.11:22-26 
That's the reason I'm sending Timothy to you. He is like a son to me, and I love him. He is faithful in serving the 
Lord. He will remind you of  my way of  life in serving Christ Jesus. And that agrees with what I teach everywhere in 
every church.1Cor.4:17 
After this letter has been read to you, see that it is also read in the church of  the Laodiceans and that you in turn 
read the letter from Laodicea.Col.4;13 
It is where Believers pray  
Herod planned to put Peter on public trial. It would take place after the Passover Feast. So Peter was kept in prison. 
But the church prayed hard to God for him.Acts.12:4-5 
In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers. Among them were Barnabas, Simeon, and Lucius from 
Cyrene. Simeon was also called Niger. Another was Manaen. He had been brought up with Herod, the ruler of  
Galilee. Saul was among them too. While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit spoke. “Set 
apart Barnabas and Saul for me,” he said. “I have appointed them to do special work.” The prophets and teachers 
fasted and prayed. They placed their hands on Barnabas and Saul. Then they sent them off.Acts.13:1-3 
It is where Believers share 
When they arrived at Antioch, they gathered the church together. They reported all that God had done through them. 
They told how he had opened the way for non-Jews to believe. And they stayed there a long time with the 
believers.Acts.14:27-28 
Brothers and sisters, what should we say then? When you come together, every one of  you brings something. You bring 
a hymn or a teaching or a word from God. You bring a message in another language or explain what was said. All 
of  those things must be done to make the church strong. No more than two or three people should speak in another 
language. And they should speak one at a time. Then someone must explain what was said. If  there is no one to 
explain, the speakers should keep quiet in the church. They can speak to themselves and to God. Only two or three 
prophets are supposed to speak. Others should decide if  what is being said is true. What if  a message from God comes 
to someone else who is sitting there? Then the one who is speaking should stop.1Cor.14:26-30 
It is a place of  order and accountability with leaders appointed by people under God’s 
guidance 
Paul and Barnabas appointed elders for them in each church. The elders had trusted in the Lord. Paul and Barnabas 
prayed and fasted. They placed the elders in the Lord's care.Acts.14:23 
The elders who direct the affairs of  the church well are worthy of  double honour, especially those whose work is 
preaching and teaching.1Tim.5:17 
It is a place of  serving/ministering (a minister is a servant) 
I would like you to welcome our sister Phoebe. She serves the church in Cenchrea. I ask you to receive her as one who 
belongs to the Lord. Receive her in the way God's people should. Give her any help she may need from you. She has 
been a great help to many people, including me.Rom.16:1-2 
Let them call the elders of  the church to pray over them and anoint them with oil in the name of  the Lord. And the 
prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise them up. If  they have sinned, they will be 
forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of  a 
righteous person is powerful and effective.Jas.5:14-16 
It is a place for correction and direction 
“If  your brother sins against you, go to him. Tell him what he did wrong. Keep it between the two of  you. If  he listens 
to you, you have won him back. But what if  he won't listen to you? Then take one or two others with you. Scripture 
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says, ‘Every matter must be proved by the words of  two or three witnesses.’ (Dt 19:15) But what if  he also refuses to 
listen to the witnesses? Then tell it to the church. And what if  he refuses to listen even to the church? Then don't treat 
him as your brother. Treat him as you would treat an ungodly person or a tax collector.Matt.18:15-17 
Even people who do not know God don't commit that sin. And you are proud! Shouldn't you be filled with sadness 
instead? Shouldn't you have put the man who did that out of  your church?1Cor.5:1-2 
I wrote a letter to you to tell you to stay away from people who commit sexual sins. I didn't mean the people of  this 
world who sin that way or who always want more and more. I didn't mean those who cheat or who worship statues of  
gods. In that case you would have to leave this world! But here is what I am writing to you. You must stay away from 
anyone who claims to be a believer but who does those things. Stay away from anyone who commits sexual sins or who 
always wants more and more things. Stay away from a person who worships statues of  gods or who tells lies about 
others. Stay away from anyone who gets drunk or who cheats. Don't even eat with a person like that. Is it my business 
to judge those outside the church? Aren't you supposed to judge those inside the church? God will judge those outside. 
Scripture says, “Get rid of  that evil person!”1Cor.5:9-13 
I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves to be first, will not welcome us. So when I come, I will call attention 
to what he is doing, spreading malicious nonsense about us. Not satisfied with that, he even refuses to welcome other 
believers. He also stops those who want to do so and puts them out of  the church.3Jn.9-10 
It is a place of  sending and receiving  
The church sent them on their way. As they travelled through Phoenicia and Samaria, they told how those who weren't 
Jews had turned to God. This news made all the believers very glad. When they arrived in Jerusalem, the church 
welcomed them. The apostles and elders welcomed them too. Then Paul and Barnabas reported everything God had 
done through them.Acts.15:3-4 
The men were sent down to Antioch. There they gathered the church together. They gave the letter to them. The people 
read it. They were glad for its message of  hope. Judas and Silas were prophets. They said many things to give strength 
and hope to the believers. Judas and Silas stayed there for some time. Then the believers sent them away with the 
blessing of  peace. They sent them back to those who had sent them out.Acts.15:30-33 
Dear friend, you are faithful in what you are doing for the brothers and sisters, even though they are strangers to you. 
They have told the church about your love. Please send them on their way in a manner that honours God. It was for 
the sake of  the Name that they went out, receiving no help from the pagans. We ought therefore to show hospitality to 
such people so that we may work together for the truth.3Jn.5-8 
It is a place of  giving and receiving 
And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. In 
the midst of  a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. For I testify 
that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded 
with us for the privilege of  sharing in this service to the Lord's people. And they exceeded our expectations: They gave 
themselves first of  all to the Lord, and then by the will of  God also to us. 2Cor.8:1-5 
And you believers at Philippi know what happened when I left Macedonia. Not one church helped me in the matter 
of  giving and receiving. You were the only one that did. That was in the early days when you first heard the good news. 
Even when I was in Thessalonica, you sent me help when I needed it. You did it again and again.Phil.4:15-16 
Is the Church responsible for your spiritual welfare? 
Yes and no!  
Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their authority, because they keep watch over you as those who must give 
an account. Do this so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of  no benefit to you.Heb.13:17 
Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of  which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of  the 
church of  God, which he bought with his own blood. I know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you 
and will not spare the flock. Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw away 
disciples after them. So be on your guard!Acts.20:28-31 
The Church is responsible for teaching, equipping and caring for Believers  
Be diligent in these matters; give yourself  wholly to them, so that everyone may see your progress. Watch your life and 
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doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if  you do, you will save both yourself  and your hearers.1Tim.4:15-16 
He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage others by sound doctrine 
and refute those who oppose it.Tit.1:9 
You, however, must teach what is appropriate to sound doctrine.Tit.2:1 
But the Church is not responsible for what people do with that information. Christianity is 
not a proxy religion. 
Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of  peace 
will be with you.Phil.4:9 
But suppose a widow has children or grandchildren. They should first learn to put their faith into practice. They should 
care for their own family. In that way they will pay back their parents and grandparents. That pleases God.1Tim.5:4 
“But everyone who hears my words and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man. He builds his house on 
sand. The rain comes down. The water rises. The winds blow and beat against that house. And it falls with a loud 
crash.”Matt.7:26-27 
Son of  man, your people are talking about you. They are getting together by the walls of  their houses and at their 
doors. They are saying to one another, ‘Come. Listen to the LORD's message.’ My people come to you, just as they 
usually do. They sit in front of  you. They listen to what you say. But they do not put it into practice. With their mouths 
they claim to be faithful to me. But in their hearts they want what belongs to others. They try to get rich by cheating 
them. You are nothing more to them than someone who sings love songs. They say you have a beautiful voice. They 
think you play an instrument well. They listen to what you say. But they do not put it into practice. Everything I have 
told you will come true. You can be sure of  it. Then the people will know that a prophet has been among 
them.”Ezek.33:30-33 
 
What can you do to keep spiritually healthy? 
Stay in fellowship with God, His Word and His people 
Tell your soul to trust God 
Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my 
Saviour and my God.Ps.42:11 
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15/03/2023 
Psalm 61 
Video: Annie Davies_ The Revival Singer - Episode 14 (Pentecostal) 
Questions 
What is significant about the appellation “I Am”? 
In what way is God with us? 
Can we have more of  God in our lives? 
Will God ever leave us? 
How does God interact with us? 
How can we access the benefits of  God family? 
How can we make the spiritual certainties of  our faith more real? 
 
Comments 
What is significant about the appellation “I Am”? 
I Am explicitly implies that God is alive and that He is eternal, with no beginning and no end. 
God does have names that describe His attributes but a descriptive name places limitations 
Every name of  God describes what He does but God is bigger that what He does and we need a 
revelation of  who God is—God (Yahweh) 
Names of  God  
Jehovah I am that I am Exodus.3:14; Also Jn.8:58 
Jehovah Tsidkanu The Lord is my Righteousness Jeremiah.23:6; Also 1Cor.1:30; 1Pet.2:24; Rom.5:17 
Jehovah Shalom The Lord is my Peace Judges 6:24 Also Col.1:20; Is.9:6; Micah 5:5; Heb.13:20; 
Rom.16:20; Eph.2:14  
Jehovah Ra-ah The Lord is my Shepherd or Guide Psalms 23:1; Also Jn.10:14   
Jehovah Rapha The Lord is my Healer Exodus 15:26; Also Matt.8:17 [Is. 53:4]; Ps.107:20 
Jehovah Jireh The Lord is my Provider Genesis 22:8; Also Rom.8:32; Phil.4:19  
Jehovah Shammah The Lord is There [“is Present” or “for me”] Ezekiel 48:35; Also Eph.2:13.  
Jehovah Nissi The Lord is my Banner [I belong to God” or “Victory”] Exodus 17:15; Also 
1Cor.15:57; 2Cor 2:14; Ps.108:13 
Jesus the I Am 
Jesus is the “I am” Jn.8:58; Ex.3:14 
I am the bread of  life. Jn.6:35 Jn.6:41/48/51 
I am the light of  the world Jn.8:12; 9:5 
I am the gate/door Jn.10:7; 10:9 
I am the good shepherd. Jn.10:11; 11:14 
I am the resurrection and the life Jn.11:25 
I am the way and the truth and the life.  Jn.14:6  
I am the true vine Jn.15:1;5 
I am the Alpha and the Omega Rev.1:8; 21:6; 22:13 
I am the Living One Rev.1:18 
I am the Root and the Offspring of  David and the bright Morning Star. Rev.22:16 
In what way is God with us? 
God is with us through the Holy Spirit who dwells within us. The Holy Spirit is not a power or an 
influence but a Person. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father 
and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. (Nicene Creed) 
Of  course, it is difficult for us to imagine what the Holy Spirit is like—how do you describe a spirit? 
God the Father is Spirit 
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Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, 
for they are the kind of  worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and 
in truth.”Jn.4:23-24 
Filioque controversy—Did the Holy Spirit proceed (flow) from only the Father or did He precede 
(flow) from the Son as well (Western and Eastern Orthodox are divided—see Nicene Creed: 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life, who proceeds from the Father [and the Son]. 
The words shown in brackets, "and from the Son," are a Western addition to the Creed as it was 
originally agreed on by a Council representing the whole Church, East and West. They correspond 
to the Latin word FILIOQUE (FILI = Son, -O = from, -QUE = and), and the controversy about 
them is accordingly known as the Filioque controversy. 
Then the angel showed me the river of  the water of  life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of  God and of  the 
Lamb Rev.22:1 [the river represents the Holy Spirit] 
These verses explicitly state that the Holy Spirit proceeds from, or comes from, the Father. 
“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father—the Spirit of  truth who goes out [proceeds] 
from the Father—he will testify about me.Jn.15:26  
At that time you will be given what to say, for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of  your Father speaking 
through you.Matt.10:20 
These verses imply that the Holy Spirit also proceeds (flows) from the Son,  
But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind 
you of  everything I have said to you.Jn.14:26 
Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of  his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 
Gal.4:6 
The Early Church Fathers taught that the Holy Spirit flows from the Father and the Son 
“The Holy Spirit, when he proceeds from the Father and the Son, does not separate himself  from the Father and does 
not separate himself  from the Son.” (Ambrose of  Milan, The Holy Spirit A.D. 381)  
“The Holy Spirit when he is in us effects our being conformed to God, and he actually proceeds from the Father and 
Son… The Holy Spirit flows from the Father in the Son” (Cyril of  Alexandria, Treasury of  the Holy Trinity, 
A.D. 424).  
“Likewise we believe also in one Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of  life . . . in all things like to the Father and Son; 
proceeding from the Father and communicated through the Son” (John Damascene, Exposition of  the Orthodox Faith 
8 A.D. 712).  
“We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of  life, proceeding from the Father through the Son” (Council of  
Nicaea II A.D. 787) 
 
Can we have more of  God in our lives? 
No—but we can have more of  God coming out of  our lives! 
God gives His Spirit without limit/measure. God cannot be divided up into portions—we either 
have God with us or we don’t have God with us.  
For the one whom God has sent speaks the words of  God, for God gives the Spirit without limit.Jn.3:34 
The Holy Spirit should be continually gushing out of  us. 
Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give them will 
never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of  water welling up to eternal life.”Jn.4:13-14 
On the last and greatest day of  the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “If  anyone is thirsty, let him come to 
me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of  living water will flow from within him.” 
By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not 
been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.Jn.7:37-39 
And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord's holy people, to 
grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of  Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—



Deal Pentecostal Church Bible Studies 2023 

167 

that you may be filled to the measure of  all the fullness of  God.Eph.3:17-19 
Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord's will is. Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to 
debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. 
Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name 
of  our Lord Jesus Christ.Eph.5:17-20 
But God’s gifts (or manifestations of  the Spirit) are limited by the Holy Spirit’s choice 
But to each one of  us grace was given according to the measure of  the gift of  Christ.Eph.4:7 
This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard him. God also testified 
to it by signs, wonders and various miracles, and by gifts of  the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.Heb.2:3-4 
There are different kinds of  gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different kinds of  service, but the same Lord. There 
are different kinds of  working, but the same God works all of  them in all men. Now to each one the manifestation 
of  the Spirit is given for the common good. To one there is given through the Spirit the message of  wisdom, to another 
the message of  knowledge by means of  the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of  healing 
by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to 
another speaking in different kinds of  tongues, and to still another the interpretation of  tongues. All these are the 
work of  one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.1Cor.12:5-11 
For just as each of  us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in 
Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. We have different gifts, according 
to the grace given to each of  us. If  your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; if  it is serving, 
then serve; if  it is teaching, then teach; if  it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if  it is giving, then give generously; 
if  it is to lead, do it diligently; if  it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully.Rom.12:4-8 
Will God ever leave us? 
In the OT sin had only been covered up (atoned for), not removed. Until Jesus was glorified, the 
Holy Spirit came and went  
Then the Spirit of  the LORD came on Gideon. Jdg.6:34 
Then the Spirit of  God came on the priest Zechariah.2Chron.24:20 
Under the New Covenant sin has been removed, Jesus has been glorified and the Holy Spirit has 
been sent to stay with us.  
But to each one of  us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. This is why it says: “When he ascended on high, 
he led captives in his train and gave gifts to men.”  (What does “he ascended” mean except that he also descended to 
the lower, earthly regions? He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill 
the whole universe.)Eph.4:7-10 
Now God comes and makes His home with us and will never leave us 
The LORD looked and was displeased that there was no justice. He saw that there was no one, he was appalled that 
there was no one to intervene; so his own arm achieved salvation for him, and his own righteousness sustained him. He 
put on righteousness as his breastplate, and the helmet of  salvation on his head; he put on the garments of  vengeance 
and wrapped himself  in zeal as in a cloak. According to what they have done, so will he repay wrath to his enemies 
and retribution to his foes; he will repay the islands their due. From the west, people will fear the name of  the LORD, 
and from the rising of  the sun, they will revere his glory. For he will come like a pent-up flood that the breath of  the 
LORD drives along. “The Redeemer will come to Zion, to those in Jacob who repent of  their sins,” declares the 
LORD. “As for me, this is my covenant with them,” says the LORD. “My Spirit, who is on you, will not depart 
from you, and my words that I have put in your mouth will always be on your lips, on the lips of  your children and on 
the lips of  their descendants—from this time on and forever,” says the Lord.Is.59:15-21 
Keep your lives free from the love of  money and be content with what you have, because God has said, “Never will I 
leave you; never will I forsake you.” So we say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What 
can mere mortals do to me?”Heb.13:5-6 
We are the temple of  the living God. God has said, “I will live with them. I will walk among them. I will be their 
God. And they will be my people.”2Cor.6:16 
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This is the covenant I will make with Israel after that time, says the Lord. I will put my laws in their minds. I will 
write them on their hearts. I will be their God. And they will be my people.Heb.8:10 
How does God interact with us? 
God speaks in various ways 
Through Jesus  
In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last 
days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of  all things, and through whom he made the 
universe.Heb.1:1-2 
Still small voice—prompting thoughts, conscience, nudging  
“And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there. I only know 
that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing me. Acts.20:22-23 
For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried 
along by the Holy Spirit.2Pet.1:21 
Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD 
was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. After the 
earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper. When Elijah 
heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of  the cave. Then a voice said to him, 
“What are you doing here, Elijah?”1Kng.19:11-13 
and the hair on my body stood on end. It stopped, but I could not tell what it was. A form stood before my eyes, and I 
heard a hushed voice: ‘Can a mortal be more righteous than God? Can even a strong man be more pure than his 
Maker?Job.4:15-17 
So he said to me, “This is the word of  the LORD to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,' 
says the LORD Almighty.Zech.4:6 
Dreams and visions 
While Peter was still thinking about the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Simon, three men are looking for you. 
Acts.10:19 
“Fellow Jews and all of  you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. These men 
are not drunk, as you suppose. It's only nine in the morning! No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: “‘In 
the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young 
men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams. Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my 
Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy. I will show wonders in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, 
blood and fire and billows of  smoke. The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of  
the great and glorious day of  the Lord. And everyone who calls on the name of  the Lord will be saved.'Acts.2:14-21 
I must go on boasting. Although there is nothing to be gained, I will go on to visions and revelations from the Lord. I 
know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven. Whether it was in the body or out 
of  the body I do not know—God knows. And I know that this man—whether in the body or apart from the body I 
do not know, but God knows—was caught up to paradise and heard inexpressible things, things that no one is 
permitted to tell. I will boast about a man like that, but I will not boast about myself, except about my weaknesses. 
Even if  I should choose to boast, I would not be a fool, because I would be speaking the truth. But I refrain, so no 
one will think more of  me than is warranted by what I do or say, or because of  these surpassingly great revelations. 
Therefore, in order to keep me from becoming conceited, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of  Satan, to 
torment me. Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient 
for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, 
so that Christ's power may rest on me.2Cor.12:1 
“What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human mind has conceived”—the things God has 
prepared for those who love him—these are the things God has revealed to us by his Spirit.1Cor.2:9-10-9 
Circumstances including sickness 
For God does speak—now one way, now another—though no one perceives it. In a dream, in a vision of  the night, 
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when deep sleep falls on people as they slumber in their beds, he may speak in their ears and terrify them with warnings, 
to turn them from wrongdoing and keep them from pride, to preserve them from the pit, “Or someone may be chastened 
on a bed of  pain with constant distress in their bones, so that their body finds food repulsive and their soul loathes the 
choicest meal.Job.33:14-20 
Creation 
The wrath of  God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of  people, who suppress 
the truth by their wickedness, since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain 
to them. For since the creation of  the world God's invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have 
been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse.Rom.1:18-20 
Prophecy 
Timothy, my son, I am giving you this command in keeping with the prophecies once made about you, so that by 
recalling them you may fight the battle well, holding on to faith and a good conscience, which some have rejected and so 
have suffered shipwreck with regard to the faith.1Tim.1;18-19 
People 
Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of  the people!Acts.4:8 
When Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned… When I saw that they were 
not acting in line with the truth of  the gospel, I said to Cephas in front of  them all.., Gal.2:11;14 
But God always speaks to us in agreement with Scripture 
Consult God's instruction and the testimony of  warning. If  anyone does not speak according to this word, they have 
no light of  dawn.Is.8:20  
“Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.' “ ‘No, father Abraham,' he said, 
‘but if  someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.' “He said to him, ‘If  they do not listen to Moses and the 
Prophets, they will not be convinced even if  someone rises from the dead.' ”Lk.16:29-31 
He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Did not the Messiah 
have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to 
them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.Lk.24:25-27 
We also have the prophetic message as something completely reliable, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to 
a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. Above all, you must 
understand that no prophecy of  Scripture came about by the prophet's own interpretation of  things. For prophecy 
never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the 
Holy Spirit.2Pet.1:18-21 
Fellowship is a 2-way interaction and we also need to speak to God to fellowship with Him 
We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship 
is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. We write this to make our joy complete. This is the message we have 
heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. If  we claim to have fellowship 
with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. But if  we walk in the light, as he is in 
the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of  Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all* sin.1Jn.1:3-7 
 
How can we access the benefits of  God family? 
We are already blessed with every spiritual blessing [but none of  us are actually living in the 
fulness of  those blessings] 
Praise be to the God and Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every 
spiritual blessing in Christ.Eph.1:3 
Stay in fellowship with God’s family (the Church) 
Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of  Jesus, by a new 
and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we have a great priest over the house of  
God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts 
sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold unswervingly 
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to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward 
love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of  doing, but encouraging one another—
and all the more as you see the Day approaching.Heb.10:19-25 
 
How can we make the spiritual certainties of  our faith more real? 
Draw close to God 
Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come near to God and he will come near 
to you.Jas.4:7-8 
Taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed is the one who takes refuge in him. Fear the LORD, you his holy people, 
for those who fear him lack nothing. The lions may grow weak and hungry, but those who seek the LORD lack no 
good thing.Ps.34:8-10 
Like new-born babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, now that you have 
tasted that the Lord is good.1Pet.2:2-3 
Grow up into Christ (Become Mature) 
We have much to say about this, but it is hard to make it clear to you because you no longer try to understand. In fact, 
though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of  God's word all 
over again. You need milk, not solid food! Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the 
teaching about righteousness. But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish 
good from evil. Therefore let us move beyond the elementary teachings about Christ and be taken forward to maturity, 
not laying again the foundation of  repentance from acts that lead to death,* and of  faith in God, instruction about 
cleansing rites, the laying on of  hands, the resurrection of  the dead, and eternal judgment. And God permitting, we 
will do so.Heb.5:11-6:3 
Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of  many kinds, because you know that the testing 
of  your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not 
lacking anything.Jas.1:2-4 
Christ himself  gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works 
of  service, so that the body of  Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of  the 
Son of  God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of  the fullness of  Christ. Then we will no longer be 
infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of  teaching and by the cunning 
and craftiness of  people in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every 
respect the mature body of  him who is the head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together by 
every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself  up in love, as each part does its work.Eph.4:11-16 
He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone fully 
mature in Christ. To this end I strenuously contend with all the energy Christ so powerfully works in me.Col.1:28 
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08/03/2023 
Psalm 58 
Video: Jesus the Man — Who Is Jesus_ _ STR University -7.00 
Questions 

1. Is Jesus the same as God the Father? 
2. Is Jesus the same as the Holy Spirit? 
3. What does it mean to say “Jesus is Lord”? 
4. Has Jesus delegated any authority to His Disciples? 
5. Can a Christians live like a non-Christian without losing their salvation? 
6. What are the practical results of acknowledging that Jesus is Lord? 

Comments 
Is Jesus the same as God the Father? 

No 
The LORD our God, the LORD is one.Deut.6:4  
But the One God is a Tri-unity, consisting of  Father, Son and Holy Spirit (a similar use of  the word 
“one” would be in one bunch of  grapes that consists of  many grapes).  
As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of  the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the 
Spirit of  God descending like a dove and lighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I 
love; with him I am well pleased.”Matt.3:16-17  

Therefore go and make disciples of  all nations, baptizing them in the name of  the Father and of  the Son and of  the 
Holy Spirit.Matt.28:19  

May the grace of  the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of  God, and the fellowship of  the Holy Spirit be with you 
all.2Cor.13:14  

To Timothy my true son in the faith: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.1Tim.1:2 
All 3 Persons of  the Godhead are equally eternal—they had no beginning and have no end:  
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the 
beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.Jn.1:1-3  
Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beersheba, and there he called upon the name of  the LORD, the Eternal 
God.Gen.21:33 
How much more, then, will the blood of  Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself  unblemished to God, 
cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death,* so that we may serve the living God!Heb.9:13 
But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of  sinners, Christ Jesus might display his unlimited 
patience as an example for those who would believe on him and receive eternal life. Now to the King eternal, immortal, 
invisible, the only God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen.1Tim.1:16-17 
This Melchizedek was king of  Salem and priest of  God Most High. He met Abraham returning from the defeat of  
the kings and blessed him, and Abraham gave him a tenth of  everything. First, his name means “king of  
righteousness”; then also, “king of  Salem” means “king of  peace.” Without father or mother, without genealogy, 
without beginning of  days or end of  life, like the Son of  God he remains a priest forever… If  perfection could have 
been attained through the Levitical priesthood (for on the basis of  it the law was given to the people), why was there 
still need for another priest to come—one in the order of  Melchizedek, not in the order of  Aaron? For when there is 
a change of  the priesthood, there must also be a change of  the law. He of  whom these things are said belonged to a 
different tribe, and no one from that tribe has ever served at the altar. For it is clear that our Lord descended from 
Judah, and in regard to that tribe Moses said nothing about priests. And what we have said is even more clear if  
another priest like Melchizedek appears, one who has become a priest not on the basis of  a regulation as to his ancestry 
but on the basis of  the power of  an indestructible life. For it is declared: “You are a priest forever, in the order of  
Melchizedek.”Heb.7:1-17 
 
However, the distinct and different Persons of  the Godhead have different functions. 



Deal Pentecostal Church Bible Studies 2023 

172 

God the Father is Spirit.  
But a new time is coming. In fact, it is already here. True worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth. 
They are the kind of  worshipers the Father is looking for. God is spirit. His worshipers must worship him in spirit 
and in truth.Jn.4:23-24 
God the Father sent His Son to die on the cross to redeem us  
My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if  anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the 
Father in our defence—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours 
but also for the sins of  the whole world.1Jn.2:1-2 
He himself  bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness;1Pet.2:24 
God the Holy Spirit convicts and converts people and then indwells and empowers Believers.  
“Now I am going to him who sent me, yet none of  you asks me, ‘Where are you going?' Because I have said these 
things, you are filled with grief. But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, 
the Counsellor will not come to you; but if  I go, I will send him to you. When he comes, he will convict the world of  
guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment: in regard to sin, because men do not believe in me; in regard to 
righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; and in regard to judgment, because the 
prince of  this world now stands condemned. I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. But when 
he, the Spirit of  truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what 
he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making 
it known to you. All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is mine and 
make it known to you.Jn.16:5-15 
I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from 
on high.”Lk.24:29 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of  the earth.”Acts.1:8 
 

Is Jesus the same as the Holy Spirit? 
No but the Holy Spirit is sometimes called the Spirit of  Christ 
But what does it matter? Here is the important thing. Whether for reasons that are right or wrong, Christ is being 
preached about. That makes me very glad. And I will continue to be glad. I know that you are praying for me. I also 
know that the Spirit of  Jesus Christ will help me. So no matter what happens, I'm sure I will still be saved. I completely 
expect and hope that I won't be ashamed in any way. I'm sure I will be brave enough. Now as always Christ will be 
lifted high through my body. He will be lifted up whether I live or die.Phil.1:18-20 
When they came to the border of  Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of  Jesus would not allow them to. 
So they passed by Mysia and went down to Troas.Act.16:7-8 
You, however, are not in the realm of  the flesh but are in the realm of  the Spirit, if  indeed the Spirit of  God lives in 
you. And if  anyone does not have the Spirit of  Christ, they do not belong to Christ. But if  Christ is in you, then even 
though your body is subject to death because of  sin, the Spirit gives life because of  righteousness. And if  the Spirit of  
him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal 
bodies because of  his Spirit who lives in you.Rom.8:9-11 
Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; but if  we love one 
another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: 
He has given us of  his Spirit. And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Saviour of  the 
world. If  anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of  God, God lives in them and they in God. And so we know 
and rely on the love God has for us.1Jn.4:11-6 
 

What does it mean to say “Jesus is Lord”? 
The word English word “lord” (Scottish “laird”) originates from the Old English hlāford meaning "loaf-
ward" or "bread-keeper", and was used of  a chieftain providing food for his followers.  
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The NIV Bible translates the Hebrew word for God (Yahweh/Jehovah) as “LORD” and it also 
translates Adonay (master) as “Lord”.  
In the NT, Kurios (Master or owner) is mostly translated as “Lord”.  
And so when we say that “Jesus is Lord”, it is not just a soundbite or a slogan but a public declaration 
that Jesus is God and that He is our Master and owner. We are acknowledging that Jesus has all 
authority in heaven and earth and because we are His loyal subjects who are proud to obey the rules 
of  His Kingdom, we willingly and cheerfully submit to His authority—we are the King’s domain.  
But we can’t meaningfully say that “Jesus is Lord” unless God reveals this to us—unless He opens our 
spiritual eyes: 
“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ. You are the 
Son of  the living God.” Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon, son of  Jonah! No mere man showed this to you. My 
Father in heaven showed it to you.Matt.16:15-17  

So I tell you that no one who is speaking with the help of  God's Spirit says, “May Jesus be cursed.” And without the 
help of  the Holy Spirit no one can say, “Jesus is Lord.”1Cor.12:3  
 

Has Jesus delegated any authority to His Disciples? 
In the Great Commission, Jesus reminds us that He is Lord (has all authority) and tells us to teach 
people to obey everything He has commanded us (i.e. we are to make disciples, baptize and teach.) 
 Then Jesus came to them. He said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. So you must go and 
make disciples of  all nations. Baptize them in the name of  the Father and of  the Son and of  the Holy Spirit. Teach 
them to obey everything I have commanded you. And you can be sure that I am always with you, to the very 
end.”Matt.28:18-20 
Jesus appears to give Peter authority to bind and loose  
Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of  Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my 
Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of  Hades 
will not overcome it. I will give you the keys of  the kingdom of  heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”Matt.16:17-19 
but the literal translation is not “will be bound” but “has already been bound” — we can only declare 
what God has already stated.  
Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” And with that he breathed on 
them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If  you forgive anyone's sins, their sins are forgiven; if  you do not forgive 
them, they are not forgiven.”Jn.20:21-23 
The expressions they are forgiven and it is withheld both represent perfect-tense verbs in Greek and 
could also be translated, “they have been forgiven” and “it has been withheld,” since the perfect gives 
the sense of  completed past action with continuing results in the present. The idea is not that 
individual Christians or churches have authority on their own to forgive or not forgive people, but 
rather that as the church proclaims the gospel message of  forgiveness of  sins in the power 
of  the Holy Spirit (see v. 22), it proclaims that those who believe in Jesus have their sins 
forgiven, and that those who do not believe in him do not have their sins forgiven—which 
simply reflects what God in heaven has already done  
Only God can forgive sins 
“Why does this fellow talk like that? He's blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” Immediately Jesus 
knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, “Why are you thinking 
these things? Which is easier: to say to this paralyzed man, ‘Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat 
and walk'? But I want you to know that the Son of  Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the 
man, I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.”Mk.2:7-11 
The other reference to binding and losing is in regards to unrepentant Church members: 
If  your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two of  you. If  they listen to you, you have 



Deal Pentecostal Church Bible Studies 2023 

174 

won them over. But if  they will not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by 
the testimony of  two or three witnesses.' If  they still refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if  they refuse to listen 
even to the church, treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will 
be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be [Or will have been] loosed in heaven.[ Again, truly I tell 
you that if  two of  you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 
For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.Matt.18:15-20 
 

Can a Christians live like a non-Christian without losing their salvation? 
Don't copy the behaviour and customs of  this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way 
you think. Then you will learn to know God's will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect. [Don't become so 
well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You'll be 
changed from the inside out. Readily recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture 
around you, always dragging you down to its level of  immaturity, God brings the best out of  you, develops well-formed 
maturity in you.]Rom.12:2  

Even though we are children of  God, we can act as if  we are children of  the world.  
Brothers and sisters, I could not address you as people who live by the Spirit but as people who are still worldly—mere 
infants in Christ. I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready. You 
are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarrelling among you, are you not worldly? Are you not acting like 
mere humans?1Cor.3:1-3  
When Peter and Barnabas got caught up in living by their old standards, Paul called it “hypocrisy”. 
Note, they hadn’t lost their salvation, but they had taken their eyes off  the spiritual dimension and 
were acting like the world (even though it was a religious world!):  
The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray. When I saw that 
they were not acting in line with the truth of  the gospel, I said to Peter in front of  them all, “You are a Jew, yet you 
live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How is it, then, that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs?” …I have 
been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the 
Son of  God, who loved me and gave himself  for me.Gal.2:13-20 
 

What are the practical results of  acknowledging that Jesus is Lord? 
Salvation 
If  you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you 
will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess 
your faith and are saved.Rom.10:9-10 
Peace 
You know the message God sent to the people of  Israel, announcing the good news of  peace through Jesus Christ, who 
is Lord of  all.Acts.10:36  
Peace even at death 
While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he fell on his knees and cried out, 
“Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep.Act.7:59-60 
Peace while we wait for Jesus to be revealed  
I always thank my God for you because of  his grace given you in Christ Jesus. For in him you have been enriched in 
every way—with all kinds of  speech and with all knowledge—God thus confirming our testimony about Christ among 
you. Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. He will 
also keep you firm to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of  our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, who 
has called you into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.1Cor.1:4-9 
An incentive to live holy lives 
Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we share, I felt compelled to write and urge 
you to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to God's holy people. For certain individuals whose 
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condemnation was written about long ago have secretly slipped in among you. They are ungodly people, who pervert the 
grace of  our God into a license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord.Jude.3-4 
 
Jesus is Lord of  the Sabbath.  
David “broke” the Temple rules he was hungry and the priests “break” the Sabbath rules every 
Sabbath when they offer sacrifices on the Sabbath. Jesus is Lord of  the Sabbath means that Jesus 
has an even higher authority than greater than David or the priests and is not restricted by the OT 
rules (note, they are now obsolete anyway)  
At that time Jesus went through the grainfields on the Sabbath. His disciples were hungry and began to pick some 
heads of  grain and eat them. When the Pharisees saw this, they said to him, “Look! Your disciples are doing what is 
unlawful on the Sabbath.” He answered, “Haven't you read what David did when he and his companions were 
hungry? He entered the house of  God, and he and his companions ate the consecrated bread—which was not lawful 
for them to do, but only for the priests. Or haven't you read in the Law that the priests on Sabbath duty in the temple 
desecrate the Sabbath and yet are innocent? I tell you that something greater than the temple is here. If  you had known 
what these words mean, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice,' you would not have condemned the innocent. For the Son of  
Man is Lord of  the Sabbath.”Matt.12:2-8 
 
 
12. A Diminished Jesus 
One of  the most controversial NAR teachings is that, when Jesus came to earth, He gave up the use 
of  His divine powers and worked all His miracles as a mere man, through the power of  the Holy 
Spirit. So, contrary to what Christians have believed through the centuries, His miracles were not 
evidence of  His deity. 
To be clear: NAR leaders do not teach that Jesus ever stopped being divine—even though Bill 
Johnson (who has popularized this teaching) has made statements over the years that have left people 
thinking that is what he taught.  If  he did teach that, it would be overt heresy and should be strongly 
condemned. But his teachings (though not necessarily heretical) are rather subtle, which compounds 
their dangerous effect. Johnson and other NAR leaders have asserted that they believe Jesus, while 
remaining divine, chose not to use His divine powers to perform miracles. Johnson writes: 
Let’s face it, if  Jesus did all His miracles as God, I’m still impressed. But that is an impossible example 
for me to follow. . . . When I see that He did what He did as a man following His Father, then I am 
compelled to do whatever I need to do to follow that example.   
But those teachings are based on a serious misrepresentation of  Scripture, including Philippians 2:7. 
This verse says that Jesus “emptied himself, by taking the form of  a servant, being born in the 
likeness of  men.” But it does not teach that Jesus emptied Himself  of  His divine powers. The 
significance of  Jesus’s self-emptying is explained in the very next verse: “And being found in human 
form, he humbled himself  by becoming obedient to the point of  death, even death on a cross.” 
Jesus’s Incarnation is a manifestation of  divine humility. But by making Jesus out to  be a model 
miracle worker, and looking for a way to justify this claim in Scripture, NAR teachings lower Jesus’s 
status and mislead people into thinking they can perform the same miracles He did. This teaching is 
another clear sign of  NAR revival.  
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01/03/2023 
Psalm 57 
Video: Jesus the Man — Who Is Jesus_ _ STR University -7.00 
How productive is your garden? The farmer plants seed by taking God's word to others.Mk.4:14 
Questions 
What is a parable? 
What is the difference between Jesus’ stories and other comparison stories (like Aesop’s Fables)? 
Are we able to understand about God’s Kingdom? 
Why is God’s Word described as a seed? 
How do we get God’s Word into our heart? 
What can stop the seeds of  God’s Word from growing in our heart? 
How can we produce a better harvest for the Gardener? 
Comments 
What is a parable? 
A parable is a comparison, i.e., a story using illustrations from everyday events 
Jesus told parables using everyday people and everyday things to explain spiritual truths. Jesus’ stories 
(parables) do not have to be factual (based on a real person) but they would be true to life. (Jesus 
would never use a lie, untruth or a myth to explain the truth about God and our salvation.) This is 
especially important to remember when reading Jesus’ teaching about heaven, hell, judgement and 
our destiny (c.f. Lk.16; Matt.25; etc.).  
The Holy Spirit was showing by this that the way into the Most Holy Place had not yet been disclosed as long as the 
first tabernacle was still functioning. This is an illustration [parable] for the present time, indicating that the gifts 
and sacrifices being offered were not able to clear the conscience of  the worshiper. They are only a matter of  food and 
drink and various ceremonial washings—external regulations applying until the time of  the new order.Heb.9:8-10 
Sometimes, real events from history are used to illustrate a spiritual truth such as Abraham and Isaac: 
Abraham reasoned that God could even raise the dead, and so in a manner of  speaking [parable] he did receive 
Isaac back from death. [concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also received 
him in a figurative sense.] Heb.11:19  
It appears that some historical events were even orchestrated by God to explain spiritual truths for 
future generations: 
For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement 
of  the Scriptures we might have hope.Rom.14:4 
The words “it was credited to him” were written not for him alone, but also for us, to whom God will credit 
righteousness—for us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. He was delivered over to death for 
our sins and was raised to life for our justification.Rom.4:23-25 
Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts on evil things as they did. Do not be idolaters, 
as some of  them were; as it is written: “The people sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in revelry.” We 
should not commit sexual immorality, as some of  them did—and in one day twenty-three thousand of  them died. We 
should not test Christ, as some of  them did—and were killed by snakes. And do not grumble, as some of  them did—
and were killed by the destroying angel. These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings 
for us, on whom the culmination of  the ages has come. So, if  you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don't 
fall!1Cor.10:6-12 
Also allegory 
Son of  man, set forth an allegory and tell it to the Israelites as a parable. Say to them, ‘This is what the Sovereign 
LORD says: A great eagle with powerful wings, long feathers and full plumage of  varied colours came to Lebanon. 
Taking hold of  the top of  a cedar, he broke off  its topmost shoot and carried it away to a land of  merchants, where 
he planted it in a city of  traders. He took one of  the seedlings of  the land and put it in fertile soil. He planted it like 
a willow by abundant water, and it sprouted and became a low, spreading vine. Its branches turned toward him, but 
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its roots remained under it. So it became a vine and produced branches and put out leafy boughs.Ezek.17:2- 
These things are being taken figuratively [allegory]: The women represent two covenants. One covenant is from 
Mount Sinai and bears children who are to be slaves: This is Hagar. Now Hagar stands for Mount Sinai in Arabia 
and corresponds to the present city of  Jerusalem, because she is in slavery with her children. But the Jerusalem that is 
above is free, and she is our mother.Gal.4:24-26 
Comment from The Voice 
 Jesus’ teaching often includes parables: stories that explain the truth about the Kingdom with examples from everyday 
life. Considering that most of  His listeners know about farming, it’s no wonder most of  Jesus’ parables are based on 
agricultural realities. Parables like this force Jesus’ listeners to think about the kingdom of  God differently. He 
challenges their ideas, and He also knows they are unlikely to forget it. When they see farmers broadcasting their seeds, 
they will remember this parable and ponder the mysteries of  the Kingdom. It never seems to bother Him that people 
are confused by His teaching. He doesn’t expect them to understand everything; He wants them to wrestle with His 
teachings so His words will sit in their hearts and germinate—much like the seed sitting in good soil that eventually 
grows to bear fruit.  
Metaphor, simile, illustration, symbol, types, shadows 
Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon 
celebration or a Sabbath day. These are a shadow of  the things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in 
Christ.Col.2:16-17 
Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of  Adam to the time of  Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking 
a command, as did Adam, who is a pattern [type/pattern/prefigurement of]] of  the one to come.Rom.5:14 
What is the difference between Jesus’ stories and other comparison stories (like Aesop’s 
Fables)? 
Jesus’ teachings (including His stories) are spirit and have life 
The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you—they are full of  the Spirit* and 
life. Yet there are some of  you who do not believe.”Jn.6:63-34 
Scripture, which is God’s Word, is inspired by the Holy Spirit and teaches us how to be saved 
by believing on Jesus 
You have known the Holy Scriptures ever since you were a little child. They are able to teach you how to be saved by 
believing in Christ Jesus. God has breathed life into all of  Scripture. It is useful for teaching us what is true. It is 
useful for correcting our mistakes. It is useful for making our lives whole again. It is useful for training us to do what 
is right. By using Scripture, a man of  God can be completely prepared to do every good thing.2Tim.3:15-17 
Until God opens our spiritual eyes and gives us revelation (removes the veil) Jesus’ parables remain 
just good stories with a moral point instead of  enlightening us with the keys of  the Kingdom of  
God.  
I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel I preached is not of  human origin. I did not receive it from 
any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by revelation from Jesus Christ.Gal.1:11-12 
He said: You have been given the chance to understand the secrets of  God's kingdom. But to outsiders I speak by 
using stories. In that way, ‘They see, but they will not know what they are seeing. They hear, but they will not understand 
what they are hearing.’Lk.8:10  

Jesus said, “You're a respected teacher of  Israel and you don't know these basics? Listen carefully. I'm speaking sober 
truth to you. I speak only of  what I know by experience; I give witness only to what I have seen with my own eyes. 
There is nothing second-hand here, no hearsay. Yet instead of  facing the evidence and accepting it, you procrastinate 
with questions. If  I tell you things that are plain as the hand before your face and you don't believe me, what use is 
there in telling you of  things you can't see, the things of  God? No one has ever gone up into the presence of  God except 
the One who came down from that Presence, the Son of  Man. In the same way that Moses lifted the serpent in the 
desert so people could have something to see and then believe, it is necessary for the Son of  Man to be lifted up—and 
everyone who looks up to him, trusting and expectant, will gain a real life, eternal life.Jn.3:10-15  

People without the Spirit cannot understand spiritual matters:  
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Some people don't have the Holy Spirit. They don't accept the things that come from the Spirit of  God. Things like 
that are foolish to them. They can't understand them. In fact, such things can't be understood without the Spirit's 
help.1Cor.2:14  

Are we able to understand about God’s Kingdom? 
Yes 
“Who has known the mind of  the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of  Christ.1Cor2:16 
You are my friends if  you do what I command. I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his 
master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known 
to you. Jn.13:14-15 
Jesus replied to them, “The mystery about the kingdom of  God has been given directly to you. To those on the outside, 
it is given in stories: ‘They see clearly but don't perceive. They hear clearly but don't understand. They never return to 
me and are never forgiven.' ” Jesus asked them, “Don't you understand this story? How, then, will you understand 
any of  the stories I use as illustrations?Mk.4:11-13 
 
If  I tell you things that are plain as the hand before your face and you don't believe me, what use is there in telling you 
of  things you can't see, the things of  God?Jn.3: 
Why is God’s Word described as a seed? 
Like seed— 
It is living 
For you have been born again, not of  perishable seed, but of  imperishable, through the living and enduring word of  
God.1Pet.1:23 
For the word of  God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and 
spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of  the heart. Nothing in all creation is hidden from 
God's sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of  him to whom we must give account.Heb.4:12-13 
It has potential  
For no word from God will ever fail.Lk.1:37 
As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it 
bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth: 
It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.Is.55:10-
11 
“Turn to me and be saved, all you ends of  the earth; for I am God, and there is no other. By myself  I have sworn, 
my mouth has uttered in all integrity a word that will not be revoked: Before me every knee will bow; by me every 
tongue will swear. They will say of  me, ‘In the LORD alone are deliverance and strength.' ”Is.45:22-24 
It has to be sown 
I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of  wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if  it dies, 
it produces many seeds.Jn.12:24 
This is the meaning of  the parable: The seed is the word of  God… Lk.8:11 
Don't you understand this parable? How then will you understand any parable? The farmer sows the word. Some 
people are like seed along the path, where the word is sown.Mk.4:13-15 
It produces a harvest 
But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering 
produce a crop.Lk.8:15 
Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of  seed and will 
enlarge the harvest of  your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every 
occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.2Cor.9:10-11 
How do we get God’s Word into our heart? 
Receive God’s Word with joy and thankfulness; retain God’s Word and persevere—don’t give up! 
But the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the word and understands it. This is the one who produces 
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a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. [But those last seeds—those sown into good soil? 
Those people hear the word, accept it, meditate on it, act on it, and bear fruit—a crop 30, 60, or 100 times larger 
than the farmer dropped to earth.]Matt.13:23 
Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop—some thirty, some sixty, some a 
hundred times what was sown.”Mk.4:20 
But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by 
persevering produce a crop. [And the seeds that fell on the good soil represent honest, good-hearted people who hear 
God's word, cling to it, and patiently produce a huge harvest. ]Lk.8:15 
What can stop the seeds of  God’s Word from growing in our heart? 
Deception (the antidote to deception is study the Word of  God and share it with others) 
I urge you, brothers and sisters, to watch out for those who cause divisions and put obstacles in your way that are 
contrary to the teaching you have learned. Keep away from them. For such people are not serving our Lord Christ, but 
their own appetites. By smooth talk and flattery they deceive the minds of  naive people. Everyone has heard about your 
obedience, so I rejoice because of  you; but I want you to be wise about what is good, and innocent about what is 
evil.Rom.16:17-19 
For there are many rebellious people, full of  meaningless talk and deception, especially those of  the circumcision group. 
They must be silenced, because they are disrupting whole households by teaching things they ought not to teach—and 
that for the sake of  dishonest gain. Tit.1:10-11 
I say this because many deceivers, who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh, have gone out into the 
world. Any such person is the deceiver and the antichrist. Watch out that you do not lose what we have worked for, 
but that you may be rewarded fully. Anyone who runs ahead and does not continue in the teaching of  Christ does not 
have God; whoever continues in the teaching has both the Father and the Son.2Jn.1:7-9 
Distractions, Unbelief, Cares, Worries 
The people hear the message. At once they receive it with joy. But they have no roots. So they last only a short time. 
They quickly fall away from the faith when trouble or suffering comes because of  the message. And what is seed 
scattered among thorns like? The people hear the message. But then the worries of  this life come to them. Wealth comes 
with its false promises. The people also long for other things. All of  those are the kinds of  things that crowd out the 
message. They keep it from producing fruit.Mk.4:16-19 
 
How can we produce a better harvest for the Gardener? 
Keep humble; Keep weeding;  
Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. Whoever sows to please their flesh, from the 
flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. Let us not become 
weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if  we do not give up. Therefore, as we have 
opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of  believers.Gal.6:7-10 
But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of  all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of  mercy 
and good fruit, impartial and sincere. Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of  righteousness.Jas.3:17-18 
Sow righteousness for yourselves, reap the fruit of  unfailing love, and break up your unploughed ground; for it is time 
to seek the LORD, until he comes and showers his righteousness on you.Hos.10:12 
Our parents trained us for a little while. They did what they thought was best. But God trains us for our good. He 
wants us to share in his holiness. No training seems pleasant at the time. In fact, it seems painful. But later on it 
produces a harvest of  godliness and peace. It does that for those who have been trained by it. So lift your sagging arms. 
Strengthen your weak knees. “Make level paths for your feet to walk on.” Then those who have trouble walking won't 
be disabled. Instead, they will be healed.Heb.12:10-13 
Protect what we have received by cherishing it and sharing it 
I pray that you will be active in sharing what you believe. Then you will completely understand every good thing we 
have in Christ.Phile.1:6  
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22/02/2023 
Psalm 56 
Video: I attended the Asbury Revival and Here's What I Saw 
Who is God’s family? Jesus said: You, here, are My mother and My brothers! Whoever does the will of  God is 
My true family.Mk.3:34-35 

Questions 
Who is Jesus’ family? 
Is Jesus’ family the same as God’s family? 
What does it mean to be saved? 
Why isn’t everyone saved? 
Can someone be saved and not do God’s will? 
What is God’s will? 
Comments 
Who is Jesus’ family? 
We need to differentiate between the “brotherhood of  man” and God’s spiritual children. 
Adam is called the “the son of  God”Lk.3:38 but Jesus called the Jews who opposed Him (the children of  
the devil” 
You come from your father, the devil, and you desire to do what your father wants you to do. The devil was a murderer 
from the beginning. He has never been truthful. He doesn't know what the truth is. Whenever he tells a lie, he's doing 
what comes naturally to him. He's a liar and the father of  lies.Jn.8:39-44 
Paul was also clear 
For you are not a true Jew just because you were born of  Jewish parents or because you have gone through the ceremony 
of  circumcision. No, a true Jew is one whose heart is right with God. And true circumcision is not merely obeying the 
letter of  the law; rather, it is a change of  heart produced by the Spirit. And a person with a changed heart seeks praise 
from God, not from people.Rom.2:28-29 
Only the true children of  God can legitimately call Him “our Father” and because God is Spirit, His 
children must also be “spirit”—that is, born from above and spiritually alive. 
Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. The one who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 
The one who does what is sinful is of  the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the 
Son of  God appeared was to destroy the devil's work. No one who is born of  God will continue to sin, because God's 
seed remains in them; they cannot go on sinning, because they have been born of  God. This is how we know who the 
children of  God are and who the children of  the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right is not God's child, 
nor is anyone who does not love their brother and sister.1Jn.3:7-10 
We know that we are children of  God, and that the whole world is under the control of  the evil one. We know also 
that the Son of  God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know him who is true. And we are in 
him who is true by being in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.1Jn.5:19-20 
Jesus said: You, here, are My mother and My brothers! Whoever does the will of  God is My true family.Mk.3:34-35 

So God’s family are those who do God’s will 
But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of  a woman, born under the law, to redeem those under 
the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of  his Son into our 
hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” So you are no longer a slave, but God's child; and since you are his 
child, God has made you also an heir. Gal.4:4-7 
For we are the temple of  the living God. As God has said: “I will live with them and walk among them, and I will 
be their God, and they will be my people.” Therefore, and be separate, says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing, and I 
will receive you.” And, “I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.” 
2Cor.6:16-18 
In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of  shedding your blood. And have you completely 
forgotten this word of  encouragement that addresses you as a father addresses his son? It says, “My son, do not make 
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light of  the Lord's discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, because the Lord disciplines the one he loves, 
and he chastens everyone he accepts as his son.” Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. 
For what children are not disciplined by their father? If  you are not disciplined—and everyone undergoes discipline—
then you are not legitimate, not true sons and daughters at all. Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined 
us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of  spirits and live! [10] They 
disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, in order that we may share in 
his holiness. No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of  
righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it. Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees. 
“Make level paths for your feet,” so that the lame may not be disabled, but rather healed.Heb.12:4-13 
“I said, ‘You are “gods”; you are all sons of  the Most High.' But you will die like mere mortals; you will fall like 
every other ruler.”Ps.82:6-7 
Brothers and sisters, I could not address you as people who live by the Spirit but as people who are still worldly—mere 
infants in Christ. I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready. You 
are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarrelling among you, are you not worldly? Are you not acting like 
mere humans? For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not mere human 
beings?1Cor.3:1-4 
 
Is Jesus’ family the same as God’s family? 
Yes.  
Jesus was God’s one and only Son 
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 
Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have 
not believed in the name of  God's one and only Son.Jn.3:16-18 
Jesus became human, 
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of  the one and only Son, 
who came from the Father, full of  grace and truth.Jn.1:14 
Jesus became the firstborn after His resurrection.  
Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of  the kings of  the earth.Rev.1:5 
We are now Jesus’ brothers and sisters (when Jesus was God’s one an only Son, He was an only 
child; when Jesus became the firstborn, He had brothers and sisters) 
But we do see Jesus, who was made lower than the angels for a little while, now crowned with glory and honour because 
he suffered death, so that by the grace of  God he might taste death for everyone. Both the one who makes people holy 
and those who are made holy are of  the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters. He 
says, “I will declare your name to my brothers and sisters; in the assembly I will sing your praises.”Heb.2:10-12 
What does it mean to be saved? 
Salvation means deliverance. But deliverance is only possible through Jesus Christ 
Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be 
saved.Acts.4:12 
Saved from sin  
Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of  many; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to 
bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.Heb.9:28 
Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.1Tim.1:15 
Saved from God’s wrath 
Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through him! For 
if, while we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of  his Son, how much more, having been 
reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!Rom.5:9-10 
Saved to eternal life 
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He has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of  anything we have done but because of  his own purpose 
and grace.2Tim.1:9 
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through 
him.Jn.3:16-17 
But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of  God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, 
and the result is eternal life. For the wages of  sin is death, but the gift of  God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.Rom.6:22-23 
Why isn’t everyone saved? 
Not everyone is willing to repent 
But you must not forget this one thing, dear friends: A day is like a thousand years to the Lord, and a thousand years 
is like a day. The Lord isn't really being slow about his promise, as some people think. No, he is being patient for 
your sake. He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent.2Pet.3:8-9 

“So then, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the vision from heaven. First to those in Damascus, then to those in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea, and then to the Gentiles, I preached that they should repent and turn to God and 
demonstrate their repentance by their deeds.Acts.26:19-20 
 
Can someone be saved and not do God’s will? 
Yes. It’s called “disobedience”! 
For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. If  anyone builds on this 
foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, their work will be shown for what it is, because the Day 
will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of  each person's work. If  what has 
been built survives, the builder will receive a reward. If  it is burned up, the builder will suffer loss but yet will be 
saved—even though only as one escaping through the flames.1Cor.3:11-15 
There are consequences to disobedience 
Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest, so that no one will perish by following their example of  
disobedience.Heb.4:11 
What is God’s will? 
To be believe on Jesus 
The people asked Jesus, “What ·are the things God wants us to do?” Jesus answered, “The work God wants you to 
do is this: Believe the One he sent.”Jn.6:28-29  
To be sanctified (made holy and live a holy life) 
For it is God's will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of  foolish people.1Pet.2:15 As for other matters, 
brothers and sisters, we instructed you how to live in order to please God, as in fact you are living. Now we ask you 
and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this more and more. For you know what instructions we gave you by the authority 
of  the Lord Jesus. It is God's will that you should be sanctified.1Thess.4:1-3 
To pray with joy and thanksgiving 
Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.1Thess.5:16-

18 
God’s commands are His will for us: 
Love God; love neighbour; be baptised; remember Jesus’ death until He comes; obey Him; etc. 
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15/02/2023 
Psalm 55 
Video Why Believe in a God Who Won't Answer Prayers 
Questions 
What is sin? 
How can we know that our sins are forgiven? 
What can we do if  we don’t feel forgiven? 
Why is Abraham called “the spiritual father of  those who have faith”? (Rom.4:11) 
What is the difference between hope and faith? 
What Scripture(s) do you return to in difficult times? (i.e., where have you cast your anchor?)  
Comments 
What is sin? 
Sin is anything that falls short of  God’s standard of  glory, of  perfection:  
This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, for all 
have sinned and fall short of  the glory of  God, and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption 
that came by Christ Jesus. Rom.3:22-24 
Sin is everything that is not of  faith 
But whoever has doubts is condemned if  they eat, because their eating is not from faith; and everything that does not 
come from faith is sin.Rom.14:23 
Sin is not doing the good we could 
Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business 
and make money.” Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that 
appears for a little while and then vanishes. Instead, you ought to say, “If  it is the Lord's will, we will live and do 
this or that.” As it is, you boast in your arrogant schemes. All such boasting is evil. If  anyone, then, knows the good 
they ought to do and doesn't do it, it is sin for them.Jas.4:13-17 
First mention of  sin is regards to Cain 
Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. In the course of  time Cain brought some of  the fruits of  the soil 
as an offering to the LORD. But Abel brought fat portions from some of  the firstborn of  his flock. The LORD 
looked with favour on Abel and his offering, but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favour. So Cain was 
very angry, and his face was downcast. Then the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your face 
downcast? If  you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if  you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at 
your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it.” Now Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let's go out to the 
field.” And while they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him.Gen.4:2-8 
There are degrees of  sin 
Then the LORD said, “The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so great and their sin so grievous that I will go 
down and see if  what they have done is as bad as the outcry that has reached me. If  not, I will know.”Gen.18:20-
21 
If  you see any brother or sister commit a sin that does not lead to death, you should pray and God will give them life. 
I refer to those whose sin does not lead to death. There is a sin that leads to death. I am not saying that you should 
pray about that. All wrongdoing is sin, and there is sin that does not lead to death. We know that anyone born of  
God does not continue to sin; the One who was born of  God keeps them safe, and the evil one cannot harm 
them.1Jn.5:16-18 
There is a sin against the Holy Spirit (calling Jesus a devil).  
And the teachers of  the law who came down from Jerusalem said, “He is possessed by Beelzebul! By the prince of  
demons he is driving out demons.” So Jesus called them over to him and began to speak to them in parables: “How 
can Satan drive out Satan? If  a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. If  a house is divided 
against itself, that house cannot stand. And if  Satan opposes himself  and is divided, he cannot stand; his end has 
come. In fact, no one can enter a strong man's house without first tying him up. Then he can plunder the strong 
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man's house. Truly I tell you, people can be forgiven all their sins and every slander they utter, but whoever 
blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; they are guilty of  an eternal sin.”Mk.3:22-29 
However, it is only unrepented sin that can’t be forgiven  
All of  them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them…  
we hear them declaring the wonders of  God in our own tongues!” Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, 
“What does this mean?” Some, however, made fun of  them and said, “They have had too much wine.”… 
Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of  you, in the name of  Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of  your 
sins. And you will receive the gift of  the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are 
far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with 
them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three 
thousand were added to their number that day.Acts.2 
Sin kills 
But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, 
and the result is eternal life. For the wages of  sin is death, but the gift of  God is eternal life in* Christ Jesus our 
Lord.Rom.6:22-23 
Sin entered the world through Adam’s disobedience 
Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all 
men, because all sinned—for before the law was given, sin was in the world. But sin is not taken into account when 
there is no law. Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of  Adam to the time of  Moses, even over those who did 
not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who was a pattern of  the one to come.Rom.5:12-14 
Sin is the natural condition of  the world (the non-Christians) 
But the Scripture declares that the whole world is a prisoner of  sin, so that what was promised, being given through 
faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to those who believe.Gal.3:22 
But the man who has doubts is condemned if  he eats, because his eating is not from faith; and everything that does 
not come from faith is sin.Rom.14:23 
Sin is still within Christians and so we will always struggle with sin 
We know that the law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin. I do not understand what I do. For 
what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. And if  I do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is 
good. As it is, it is no longer I myself  who do it, but it is sin living in me. I know that nothing good lives in me, that 
is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. For what I do is not the 
good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing. Now if  I do what I do not want to do, it 
is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it. So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, 
evil is right there with me. For in my inner being I delight in God's law; but I see another law at work in the 
members of  my body, waging war against the law of  my mind and making me a prisoner of  the law of  sin at work 
within my members. What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of  death? Thanks be to 
God—through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself  in my mind am a slave to God's law, but in the sinful 
nature a slave to the law of  sin.Rom.7:14-25 
If  we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If  we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If  we claim we have not sinned, we make 
him out to be a liar and his word is not in us. My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if  
anybody does sin, we have an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.1Jn.1:8-2:1 
But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of  Christ. What is more, I consider everything a loss 
compared to the surpassing greatness of  knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I 
consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of  my own that 
comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God and is by 
faith. I want to know Christ and the power of  his resurrection and the fellowship of  sharing in his sufferings, 
becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead. Pressing on Toward the 
Goal Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of  
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that for which Christ Jesus took hold of  me. Brothers, I do not consider myself  yet to have taken hold of  it. But one 
thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize 
for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.Phil.3:7-14 
How can we know that our sins are forgiven? 
Jesus paid for the sins of  the whole world 
My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if  anybody does sin, we have an advocate with the 
Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for 
the sins of  the whole world.1Jn.2:1-2 
But forgiveness of  sins is received individually and personally  
I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by 
faith in the Son of  God, who loved me and gave himself  for me.Gal.2:20 
Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of  God unless they are born again [or from 
above].”Jn.3:3 
The resurrection of  Jesus is the proof  God has forgiven our sins 
And if  Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen 
asleep in Christ are lost. If  only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men. But 
Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of  those who have fallen asleep. For since death came 
through a man, the resurrection of  the dead comes also through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will 
be made alive. But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to 
him.1Cor.15:17-23 
When we ask God to forgive our sins, He will never turn us away: 
If  you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you 
will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess 
your faith and are saved. As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him will never be put to shame.” For there is 
no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of  all and richly blesses all who call on him, for, 
“Everyone who calls on the name of  the Lord will be saved.”Rom.10:9-13 
What can we do if  we don’t feel forgiven? 
Faith is not the absence of  doubts but the assurance of  God’s promises. We can ask God to 
help us. It’s alright to doubt your beliefs but don’t believe your doubts! 
But if  you can do anything, take pity on us. Please help us.” “‘If  you can’?” said Jesus. “Everything is possible for 
the one who believes.” Right away the boy's father cried out, “I do believe! Help me overcome my unbelief!” [“I 
believe! Help my lack of  faith.” “Then I believe. Help me with my doubts!”]Mk.9:22-24 
Faith is not feelings but taking God at His Word. 
The royal official said, “Sir, come down before my child dies.” Jesus replied, “You may go. Your son will live.” The 
man took Jesus at his word and departed. While he was still on the way, his servants met him with the news that his 
boy was living.Jn.4:49-51 
 
Why is Abraham called “the spiritual father of  those who have faith”? (Rom.4:11) 
So Abraham is the father of  all believers who have not been circumcised. God accepts their faith. So their faith 
makes them right with him. Abraham is also the father of  the circumcised who believe. So just being circumcised is 
not enough. Those who are circumcised must also follow the steps of  our father Abraham. He had faith before he 
was circumcised. Abraham and his family received a promise. God promised that Abraham would receive the world. 
It would not come to him because he obeyed the law. It would come because of  his faith, which made him right with 
God.Rom.4:11-13 
Because Abraham believed God  
 Now when a man works, his wages are not credited to him as a gift, but as an obligation. However, to the man who 
does not work but trusts God who justifies the wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness. David says the same 
thing when he speaks of  the blessedness of  the man to whom God credits righteousness apart from works: “Blessed 
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are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will never 
count against him.”Rom.4:4-8 
Abraham’s faith is held up as a model for us 
By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even 
though he did not know where he was going. By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a 
foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of  the same promise. For he was 
looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God.Heb.11:8-10 
What is the difference between hope and faith? 
Faith and hope are similar in that together with love are eternal (remain) 
Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where 
there is knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when perfection comes, the 
imperfect disappears. When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When 
I became a man, I put childish ways behind me. Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see 
face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. And now these three remain: 
faith, hope and love. But the greatest of  these is love.1Cor.13:8-13 
Faith is now (for the present) and seen (or tangible) whereas hope is unseen and will be 
fulfilled (obtained, received) in the future 
We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of  childbirth right up to the present time. Not 
only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of  the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as 
sons, the redemption of  our bodies. For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who 
hopes for what he already has? But if  we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. In the same way, 
the Spirit helps us in our weakness.Rom.8:22-26 
Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. This is what the 
ancients were commended for. Heb.11:1-2 
Faith assures us of  things we expect and convinces us of  the existence of  things we cannot see. God accepted our 
ancestors because of  their faith.GW 
Faith is the confidence that what we hope for will actually happen; it gives us assurance about things we cannot see. 
Through their faith, the people in days of  old earned a good reputation.TLT 
The fundamental fact of  existence is that this trust in God, this faith, is the firm foundation under everything that 
makes life worth living. It's our handle on what we can't see. The act of  faith is what distinguished our ancestors, set 
them above the crowd.TM 
Now faith brings our hopes into reality and becomes the foundation needed to acquire the things we long for. It is all 
the evidence required to prove what is still unseen. This testimony of  faith is what previous generations  were 
commended for.TPT 
Faith is the assurance of  things you have hoped for, the absolute conviction that there are realities you’ve never seen. 
It was by faith that our forebears were approved.The Voice 
The hope of  the resurrection is not a might-be hope but a confident assurance of  the 
future resurrection 
Praise be to the God and Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living 
hope through the resurrection of  Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or 
fade—kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of  the salvation that 
is ready to be revealed in the last time. 1Pet.1:3-5 
Then Paul, knowing that some of  them were Sadducees and the others Pharisees, called out in the Sanhedrin, “My 
brothers, I am a Pharisee, the son of  a Pharisee. I stand on trial because of  my hope in the resurrection of  the 
dead.”Acts.23:6 
I believe everything that agrees with the Law and that is written in the Prophets, and I have the same hope in God 
as these men, that there will be a resurrection of  both the righteous and the wicked. So I strive always to keep my 
conscience clear before God and man.Acts.24:14-16 
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You who are trying to be justified by the law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace. For 
through the Spirit we eagerly await by faith the righteousness for which we hope.Gal.5:4-5 
‘I saw the Lord always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. Therefore my heart is glad 
and my tongue rejoices; my body also will rest in hope, because you will not abandon me to the realm of  the dead, you 
will not let your holy one see decay. You have made known to me the paths of  life; you will fill me with joy in your 
presence.'Acts.2:25-28 
We always thank God for all of  you and continually mention you in our prayers. We remember before our God and 
Father your work produced by faith, your labour prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord 
Jesus Christ.1Thess.1:2-3 
We always thank God, the Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, because we have heard of  your 
faith in Christ Jesus and of  the love you have for all God's people—the faith and love that spring from the hope 
stored up for you in heaven and about which you have already heard in the true message of  the gospel [6] that has 
come to you.Col.1:3-6 
To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of  this mystery, which is Christ in 
you, the hope of  glory.Col.1:27 
We remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labour prompted by love, and your 
endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.1Thess.1:3 
But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of  salvation 
as a helmet.1Thes.5:8 
For the grace of  God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and 
worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, while we wait for the blessed 
hope—the appearing of  the glory of  our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ, who gave himself  for us to redeem us 
from all wickedness and to purify for himself  a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.Tit.2:11-14 
For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way 
of  life handed down to you from your ancestors, but with the precious blood of  Christ, a lamb without blemish or 
defect. He was chosen before the creation of  the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake. Through 
him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in 
God.1Pet.1:18-21 
What Scripture(s) do you return to in difficult times? (i.e., where have you cast your anchor?)  
“You are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfil 
what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him 
Emmanuel” (which means “God with us”).Matt.1:21-23 
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08/02/2023 
Psalm 54 
Video Is God Speaking to Me_ Is It My Conscience_ How Can I Tell_ 
Questions 
What are the essential doctrines of  Christianity? 
Does it matter if  you don’t understand the essential doctrines? 
Are there any important doctrines that are not essential for salvation? 
Explain Repentance 
Explain Remission of  sins 
Explain Baptism? 
What was John the Baptist’s “baptism of  repentance for the forgiveness of  sins”? (Mk.1:4) 
Is the Christian Baptism a “baptism of  repentance for the forgiveness of  sins”? (Acts.19:1-7) 
 
Comments 
What are the essential doctrines of  Christianity? 
As Christianity spread, so did heresies, and the church needed to clarify the boundaries of  the faith. 
In the early 300s, before the New Testament canon had been finalized, controversy developed over 
the divinity of  Jesus Christ. In A.D. 325, at the request of  Emperor Constantine, Christian bishops 
from across the Eastern Roman Empire, with a few from the West, met in the town of  Nicaea, near 
Constantinople, to discuss the matter. Their consensus was written in what was called The Creed of  
Nicaea 
Creed: The word creed comes from the Latin word credo, meaning, “I believe.”  
The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of  heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of  the Holy Spirit 
and born of  the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at 
the right hand of  Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of  saints, the forgiveness of  
sins, the resurrection of  the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
One God—three Persons 
Jesus totally God and totally human 
Jesus died in our place (vicarious substitution) 
Jesus rose from the dead and is immortal 
Jesus ascended bodily to heaven 
Jesus will come again to judge the living and the dead 
Man is spiritually dead and separated from God 
God makes us spiritually alive and unites us with Him when we are born-again 
 
Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again the foundation of  
repentance from acts that lead to death, and of  faith in God, instruction about baptisms, the laying on of  hands, the 
resurrection of  the dead, and eternal judgment. And God permitting, we will do so.Heb.6:1-3 
Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel,2Tim.2:8 
And if  Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. More than that, we are then found to 
be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he raised Christ from the dead… But Christ has 
indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of  those who have fallen asleep.1Cor.15:14-20 
 
Does it matter if  you don’t understand the essential doctrines? 
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We don’t all need to be theologians to be saved but we need to believe the essential doctrines and 
have at least a basic understanding of  them if  we are to be a Believer  
 
Are there any important doctrines that are not essential for salvation? 
The act of  Baptism is important but not essential to get into heaven! 
The return of  Jesus is essential but the “how’s and why’s” of  eschatology are not essential 
He said to them, “You should not be concerned about times or dates. The Father has set them by his own authority. 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you. Then you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem. You will 
be my witnesses in all Judea and Samaria. And you will be my witnesses from one end of  the earth to the 
other.”Acts.1:7-8 
Eschatology causes a lot of  division. Most people haven’t thought through the logic (or illogic) of  
the theories they have heard because if  they did they would realise that their theories of  eschatology 
are fantasy (and should be relegated to science fiction!) If  we don’t understand that the Old is gone 
(both the Old Covenant and our old life) then we will never live in the blessings of  joy and enjoyment 
of  the Christian faith.  
When God speaks of  a "new" covenant, it means he has made the first one obsolete. It is now out of  date and will 
soon disappear.Heb.8:13 
So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of  view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so 
no longer. Therefore, if  anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! All this is 
from God, who reconciled us to himself  through Christ and gave us the ministry of  reconciliation:2Cor.5:16-18 
 
We need to exercise common sense in our walk with God and use our mind and our spirit 
I will pray with my spirit, but I will also pray with my mind; I will sing with my spirit, but I will also sing with my 
mind.1Cor.14:15 
I, Wisdom, live together with good judgment. I know where to discover knowledge and discernment. All who fear the 
LORD will hate evil. Therefore, I hate pride and arrogance, corruption and perverse speech. Common sense and success 
belong to me. Insight and strength are mine.Prov.8:12-14 
Lord, deal with me in loving-kindness, and teach me, your servant, to obey; for I am your servant; therefore give me 
common sense to apply your rules to everything I do.Ps.119:124-125 
O Lord, listen to my prayers; give me the common sense you promised. Hear my prayers; rescue me as you said you 
would. I praise you for letting me learn your laws. I will sing about their wonder, for each of  them is just. Stand ready 
to help me because I have chosen to follow your will. O Lord, I have longed for your salvation, and your law is my 
delight. If  you will let me live, I will praise you; let your laws assist me.Ps.119:169-175 
Explain Repentance 
Repentance is a change of  mind. In a Christian context, repentance is changing our mind about God 
and leading to reconciliation with Him 
Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death.2Cor.7:10  

And the Lord's servant must not be quarrelsome but must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful. Opponents 
must be gently instructed, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of  the truth, 
and that they will come to their senses and escape from the trap of  the devil, who has taken them captive to do his 
will.2Tim.2:24-26  
True repentance will always include these five A’s: 1) Acknowledgement of  the wrong. 2) 
Apology for the wrong. 3) Action of  determination to change. 4) Appreciation of  God’s 
forgiveness. 5) Attitude of  grace, gratitude and gentleness towards God and people.  
When John the Baptist preached repentance, it was described as an exhortation: There he preached that 
people should be baptized and turn away from their sins. Then God would forgive them… With many other 
encouraging words, he told the Good News to the people.Lk.3:3;18 
Explain Remission of  sins 
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Remission of  sins means forgiveness of  sins and a setting free, or release, from the guilt of  our sins 
The Spirit of  the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to 
proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of  sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of  
the Lord's favour.Lk.4:18-19 
For he has rescued us from the dominion of  darkness and brought us into the kingdom of  the Son he loves, in whom 
we have redemption, the forgiveness of  sins.Col.1:13-14 
Explain Baptism? 
Baptism is a washing, a saturation. Believers’ Baptism is a ceremony or ritual where a Christian is 
immersed in water as a public declaration that they have been cleansed from their sins, and have died 
to their old nature but are alive with Christ 
What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? By no means! We died to sin; how can 
we live in it any longer? Or don't you know that all of  us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the 
dead through the glory of  the Father, we too may live a new life. If  we have been united with him like this in his death, 
we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. For we know that our old self  was crucified with him so 
that the body of  sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—because anyone who has died 
has been freed from sin.Rom.6:1-7 
As they travelled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. Why shouldn't 
I be baptized?” And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water 
and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of  the water, the Spirit of  the Lord suddenly took Philip away, 
and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing.Acts.8:36-39 
 
 
 
What was John the Baptist’s “baptism of  repentance for the forgiveness of  sins”? (Mk.1:4) 
John’s baptism was a preparation for the Kingdom of  God (that is, the rule of  Christ in people’s 
hearts). 
He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of  repentance for the forgiveness of  sins. As is 
written in the book of  the words of  Isaiah the prophet: “A voice of  one calling in the desert, ‘Prepare the way for the 
Lord, make straight paths for him. Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made low. The crooked 
roads shall become straight, the rough ways smooth. And all mankind will see God's salvation.'” John said to the 
crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of  vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 
Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.' 
For I tell you that out of  these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. The axe is already at the root of  the 
trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.”Lk.3:3-9 
Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of  Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was a learned man, with a thorough 
knowledge of  the Scriptures. He had been instructed in the way of  the Lord, and he spoke with great fervour and 
taught about Jesus accurately, though he knew only the baptism of  John. He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. 
When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they invited him to their home and explained to him the way of  God more 
adequately.Acts.18:24-26 
 
Is the Christian Baptism, a “baptism of  repentance for the forgiveness of  sins”? (Acts.19:1-7) 
Christian baptism normally incorporates repentance for the forgiveness of  sins but Paul’s discussion 
with the Believers in Ephesus implies that Christian baptism is more about Jesus and His gift to us 
of  the Holy Spirit than about getting right with God 
While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at Ephesus. There he found some 
disciples and asked them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” They answered, “No, we have not 
even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” So Paul asked, “Then what baptism did you receive?” “John's baptism,” they 
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replied. Paul said, “John's baptism was a baptism of  repentance. He told the people to believe in the one coming after 
him, that is, in Jesus.” On hearing this, they were baptized into the name of  the Lord Jesus. When Paul placed his 
hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied.Acts.19:1-6 
John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But one more powerful than I will come, the thongs of  whose 
sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. His winnowing fork is in 
his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff  with 
unquenchable fire.” And with many other words John exhorted the people and preached the good news to 
them.Lk.3:16-18 
“Then he said: ‘The God of  our ancestors has chosen you to know his will and to see the Righteous One and to hear 
words from his mouth. You will be his witness to all people of  what you have seen and heard. And now what are you 
waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, calling on his name.'Acts.22:14-16 
God waited patiently in the days of  Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were 
saved through water, and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of  dirt from the 
body but the pledge of  a good conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of  Jesus Christ, who has gone 
into heaven and is at God's right hand—with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.1Pet.3:20-22 
For in Christ all the fullness of  the Deity lives in bodily form, and in Christ you have been brought to fullness. He is 
the head over every power and authority. In him you were also circumcised with a circumcision not performed by human 
hands. Your whole self  ruled by the flesh was put off  when you were circumcised by Christ, having been buried with 
him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through your faith in the working of  God, who raised him 
from the dead. When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of  your flesh, God made you alive with 
Christ. He forgave us all our sins, having cancelled the charge of  our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and 
condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. Col.2:9-14 
As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of  the calling you have received. Be completely humble 
and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make every effort to keep the unity of  the Spirit through the 
bond of  peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called; one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of  all, who is over all and through all and in all.Eph.4:1-6 
So in Christ Jesus you are all children of  God through faith, for all of  you who were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you 
are all one in Christ Jesus. If  you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the 
promise.Gal.3:26-29 
For I do not want you to be ignorant of  the fact, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the cloud and 
that they all passed through the sea. They were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea. They all ate the 
same spiritual food and drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, 
and that rock was Christ. Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of  them; their bodies were scattered in the 
wilderness.1Cor.10:1-5 
Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. For we were all 
baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one 
Spirit to drink. Even so the body is not made up of  one part but of  many.1Cor.12:12-14 
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01/02/2023 
Psalm 53 
Video Bosley Reservoir - Macclesfield Canal, by Be Encouraged 
How We Got the Bible - The Dead Sea Scrolls(1) 
 
Questions 
What is the purpose of  the Bible? 
What does All Scripture is God-breathed mean? (2Tim.3:14-17) 
What should we do with the parts of  Scripture that we find hard? (2Pet.3:14-18) 
How can we be sure that we are correctly interpreting the Bible? 
What is “heresy”? 
How should we correct heresy? 
Why can people be Bible students and yet not be Believers? (Jn.5:37-49) 
 
Comments 
What is the purpose of  the Bible? 
God has breathed life into all of  Scripture. It is useful for teaching us what is true. It is useful for correcting our 
mistakes. It is useful for making our lives whole again. It is useful for training us to do what is right. By using 
Scripture, a man of  God can be completely prepared to do every good thing.2Tim.3:16-17 
The Bible is God’s recorded revelation of  His plan of  salvation for mankind and so within 
Scripture, we have a unified and coherent revelation from God about His identity as the Creator, 
the Law-giver, the Redeemer, the Saviour and the Final Judge. Its sixty-six books tell one story—
God’s plan of  redemption and conquest over, and ultimate vanquishing, of  evil. Within the 
Scripture is the revelation of  how to be reconciled to God by having our sins forgiven through 
Christ.  
We don’t consider that the Bible was divinely mechanically dictated to its writers (unlike Muslims who 
claim that about their Qur’an). Rather, it is the Bible’s intended meaning that is divinely inspired 
and so its infallibility is not dependent upon a precise series of  words 
We believe that the Bible is divine in its ultimate origin and theological content but human 
in its mode of  expression or literary form. This means that the Bible can be translated into any 
language and still be infallible because the Holy Spirit’s life and presence is in the proclamation of  
the words not in the printing of  the words. When Scripture is translated into another language, or 
even when it is paraphrased—either in a book as a loose translation or through preaching—it still 
maintains its spiritual quality. 
God’s Word in our heart can stop us from sinning and will give us eternal life 
How can a young person keep his life pure? By living in keeping with your word. I trust in you with all my heart. 
Don’t let me wander away from your commands. I have hidden your word in my heart so that I won't sin against 
you. LORD, I give praise to you. Teach me your orders. With my lips I talk about all of  the decisions you have 
made. Following your covenant laws gives me joy just as great riches give joy to others. I spend time thinking about 
your rules. I consider how you want me to live. I take delight in your orders. I won't fail to obey your word.Ps.119:9-16 

 I serve the church. God appointed me to bring all of  his word to you. That word contains the mystery that has been 
hidden for many ages. But now it has been made known to God's people. God has chosen to make known to them 
the glorious riches of  that mystery. He has made it known among those who aren't Jews. And here is what it is. 
Christ is in you. He is your hope of  glory.Col.1:25-27 
 
What does  
All Scripture is God-breathed mean? (2Tim.3:14-17) 
But I want you to continue to follow what you have learned. Don't give up what you are sure of. You know the 



Deal Pentecostal Church Bible Studies 2023 

193 

people you learned it from. You have known the Holy Scriptures ever since you were a little child. They are able to 
teach you how to be saved by believing in Christ Jesus. God has breathed life into all of  Scripture. It is useful for 
teaching us what is true. It is useful for correcting our mistakes. It is useful for making our lives whole again. It is 
useful for training us to do what is right. By using Scripture, a man of  God can be completely prepared to do every 
good thing.2Tim.3:14-17 
God’s life and power is in the Scripture. Just as God breathed life into Adam and he became a 
living soul and God breaths His life into us at conversion, so God’s breath in the Scriptures makes 
the very words spiritually alive. 
We don’t consider that the Bible was divinely mechanically dictated to its writers (unlike Muslims who 
claim that about their Qur’an). Rather, it is the Bible’s intended meaning that is divinely inspired 
and so its infallibility is not dependent upon a precise series of  words 
We believe that the Bible is divine in its ultimate origin and theological content but human 
in its mode of  expression or literary form. This means that the Bible can be translated into any 
language and still be infallible because the Holy Spirit’s life and presence is in the proclamation of  
the words not in the printing of  the words. When Scripture is translated into another language, or 
even when it is paraphrased—either in a book as a loose translation or through preaching—it still 
maintains its spiritual quality. 
 
Wayne Grudem unambiguously explains the unique authority of  Scripture as: 
The New Testament writings contain the final, authoritative, and sufficient interpretation of  Christ’s work of  
redemption…Thus, once the writings of  the New Testament apostles and their authorized companions are completed, 
we have in written form the final record of  everything that God wants us to know about the life, death, and resurrection 
of  Christ, and its meaning for the lives of  believers for all time…The authority of  Scripture means that all the words 
of  Scripture are God’s words in such a way that to disbelieve or disobey any word of  Scripture is to disbelieve or 
disobey God. (Grudem 2005, 64, 73) 
 
What should we do with the parts of  Scripture that we find hard? (2Pet.3:14-18) 
just because something is hard to grasp doesn’t make it wrong or irrelevant and wrote that we 
should be on our guard against those who distort Scripture:  
Dear friends, I know you are looking forward to that. So try your best to be found pure and without blame. Be at 
peace with God. Remember that while our Lord is waiting patiently to return, people are being saved. Our dear 
brother Paul also wrote to you about that. God made him wise to write as he did. He writes the same way in all his 
letters. He speaks about what I have just told you. His letters include some things that are hard to understand. 
People who don't know better and aren't firm in the faith twist what he says. They twist the other Scriptures too. So 
they will be destroyed. Dear friends, you already know that. So be on your guard. Then you won't be led down the 
wrong path by the mistakes of  people who don't obey the law. You won't fall from your safe position. Grow in the 
grace of  our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Get to know him better. Give him glory both now and forever. 
Amen.2Pet.3:14-18 
We are to study the Scripture and get God’s approval. 
Keep reminding God's people of  these things. Warn them before God against quarrelling about words; it is of  no 
value, and only ruins those who listen. Do your best to present yourself  to God as one approved, a worker who does 
not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of  truth. [Study to shew thyself  approved unto God, a 
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of  truth.]2Tim.2:14-15 
For Ezra had devoted himself  to the study and observance of  the Law of  the LORD, and to teaching its decrees 
and laws in Israel.Ezra.7:10 
Study without the Holy Spirit is wearisome but with the Holy Spirit study is a joy 
I, the Teacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem. applied my mind to study and to explore by wisdom all that is 
done under the heavens. What a heavy burden God has laid on mankind! I have seen all the things that are done 
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under the sun; all of  them are meaningless, a chasing after the wind.Eccl.1:12-14 
How can we be sure that we are correctly interpreting the Bible? 
Read the Scripture in the light of  God’s plan of  salvation as revealed in the New Covenant. 
See Christ in the Scriptures 
See how the Church (the Believers, not the institution) has understood Scripture over the last 2000 
years 
 
What is “heresy”? 
The English heresy originally meant "choice" or "thing chosen". However, it came to mean the "party, 
or school, of  a man's choice", and also referred to that process whereby a young person would examine 
various philosophies to determine how to live 
Heresy is now an opinion, doctrine, or practice contrary to the truth or to generally accepted 
beliefs or standards 
I urge you, brothers and sisters, to watch out for those who cause divisions and put obstacles in your way that are 
contrary to the teaching you have learned. Keep away from them. For such people are not serving our Lord Christ, 
but their own appetites. By smooth talk and flattery they deceive the minds of  naive people. Everyone has heard 
about your obedience, so I rejoice because of  you; but I want you to be wise about what is good, and innocent about 
what is evil. The God of  peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of  our Lord Jesus be with 
you.Rom.16:17-20 
 
The Presentation  
Deputy Warden of  Lay Ministry: Archdeacon, I present Ellen Couzens to you to be licensed for 
ministry as a Licensed Lay Minister in the SECAmb Chaplaincy.  
Archdeacon: I thank you for presenting Ellen for this ministry.  
The Declarations  
Archdeacon: The Church of  England is part of  the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church, 
worshipping the one true God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. It professes the faith uniquely revealed 
in the Holy Scriptures and set forth in the catholic creeds, which faith the Church is called upon to 
proclaim afresh in each generation. Led by the Holy Spirit, it has borne witness to Christian truth 
in its historic formularies, the Thirty-nine Articles of  Religion, The Book of  Common Prayer and 
the Ordering of  Bishops, Priests and Deacons. In the declaration you are about to make, will you 
affirm your loyalty to this inheritance of  faith as your inspiration and guidance under God in 
bringing the grace and truth of  Christ to this generation and making Him known to those in your 
care?  
The Licensed Lay Minister to be licensed makes the declaration:  
I, Ellen Couzens, do so affirm, and accordingly declare my belief  in the faith which is revealed in 
the Holy Scriptures and set forth in the catholic creeds and to which the historic formularies of  the 
Church of  England bear witness; and in public prayer I will use only the forms of  service which 
are authorised or allowed by Canon.  
l, Ellen Couzens, will give due obedience to the Bishop of  Rochester and his successors in all 
things lawful and honest.  
l, Ellen Couzens, about to be licensed to exercise the office of  Licensed Lay Minister in the 
SECAmb Chaplaincy, do hereby promise to endeavour, as far as in me lies to promote peace and 
unity and to conduct myself  as becomes the worker for Christ, for the good of  his Church and for 
the spiritual welfare of  all people. 
 
How should we correct heresy? 
In Paul’s letter to Timothy he turns from moral character to solid doctrine. People were believing 
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strange doctrines and passing rumours. Timothy is expected to confront legalism and immorality 
with truth and right thinking. 
then they are swollen with conceit, filled with self-importance, and without any proper understanding. They probably 
have a gross infatuation with controversy and will endlessly debate meanings of  words. That kind of  talk leads to 
envy, discord, slander, and evil mistrust; and these people constantly bicker because they are depraved in their minds 
and bereft of  the truth. They think somehow that godliness is the way to get ahead. This is ironic because godliness, 
along with contentment, does put us ahead but not in the ways some imagine. You see we came into this world with 
nothing, and nothing is going with us on the way out! So as long as we are clothed and fed, we should be happy. But 
those who chase riches are constantly falling into temptation and snares. They are regularly caught by their own stupid 
and harmful desires, dragged down and pulled under into ruin and destruction. For the love of  money—and what it 
can buy—is the root of  all sorts of  evil. Some already have wandered away from the true faith because they craved 
what it had to offer; but when reaching for the prize, they found their hands and hearts pierced with many sorrows. 
Timothy, don’t let this happen to you—run away from these things! You are a man of  God. Your quest is for justice, 
godliness, faithfulness, love, perseverance, and gentleness.1Tim.6:4-11 
Warn a divisive person once, and then warn them a second time. After that, have nothing to do with them. You may 
be sure that such people are warped and sinful; they are self-condemned.Tit.3:10-11 
 
Why can people be Bible students and yet not be Believers? (Jn.5:37-49) 
They don’t believe in Jesus (as the Son of  God and their Saviour) 
The Father who sent me has himself  given witness about me. You have never heard his voice. You have never seen what 
he really looks like. And his word does not live in you. This is because you do not believe the One he sent. You study 
the Scriptures carefully. You study them because you think they will give you eternal life. The Scriptures you study give 
witness about me. But you refuse to come to me and receive life.Jn.5:37-40  
So then, “Whoever calls on the name of  the Lord will be saved.” But how can people call on him if  they have not 
believed in him? How can they believe in him if  they have not heard his message? How can they hear if  no one tells 
the Good News? How can people tell the Good News if  no one sends them? As Scripture says, “How beautiful are 
the feet of  the messengers who announce the Good News.” But not everyone has believed the Good News. Isaiah asks, 
“Lord, who has believed our message?” So faith comes from hearing the message, and the message that is heard is what 
Christ spoke. Again I ask, “Didn't Israel understand «that message»?” Moses was the first to say, “I will make you 
jealous of  people who are not a nation. I will make you angry about a nation that doesn't understand.” Isaiah said 
very boldly, “I was found by those who weren't looking for me. I was revealed to those who weren't asking for me.” 
Then Isaiah said about Israel, “All day long I have stretched out my hands to disobedient and rebellious 
people.”Rom.10:13-21 [The point is, Before you trust, you have to listen. But unless Christ's Word is preached, 
there's nothing to listen to.vs17] 
So what does all this mean? It means that Israel has never achieved what it has been striving for. However, those whom 
God has chosen have achieved it. The minds of  the rest of  Israel were closed, as Scripture says, “To this day God has 
given them a spirit of  deep sleep.Their eyes don't see,and their ears don't hear!”Rom.11:7-8 
 
How to improve your Bible Literacy 

1. See the bigger picture of Scripture i.e. know about the books of the Bible, where they are and 
what they are about, especially the NT. Remember the Bible is not a legal rule book but a love 
story about God and you and is written primarily for those who believe.1Jn.5:13 

2. See the purpose of Scripture—God’s Plan of Redemption as revealed in Jesus—
throughout the entire Bible.Jn.5:13; 20:31 

3. Cultivate an awareness of God’s Presence. They will call him Emmanuel which means ‘God is with 
us.’ Matt.1:23 Affirm His love for you and your love for Him: I am my beloved’s and my beloved is mine;S.ofS.6:3 
remembering and reminding yourself of what God has said 2Pet.1:12-13; 3:1-2; Josh.1:8 knowing that all 
God’s promises are yours in Jesus: God has made a great many promises. They are all “Yes” because of what 
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Christ has done. So through Christ we say “Amen.” We want God to receive glory.2Cor.1:20NIrV 
4. Consciously commit your ways to God throughout each day. Commit everything you do to the 

LORD. Trust him, and he will help you.Ps.37:5NLT 

5. Consciously cast your cares onto God throughout each day: Give all your worries and cares to 
God, for he cares about you.1Pet.5:7NLT 

6. Learn to follow God’s promptings. God has written His laws on your heart: I will put my laws in 
their minds and write them on their hearts.Heb.8:10 It is the willing and obedient who enjoy God’s blessings: 
If you are willing and obedient, you will eat the good things of the land.Is.1:19 

7. Discuss and share what you believe. I pray that you may be active in sharing your faith, so that you will 
have a full understanding of every good thing we have in Christ.Phil.1:6 Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many 
advisers they succeed.Prov.15:22 

8. Learn from others. Brothers and sisters, I have used myself and Apollos as examples to help you. You can 
learn from us the meaning of.…1Cor.4:6NIrV Fellowship is sharing—giving and receiving: Yet it was 
good of you to share… with me in the matter of giving and receiving.Phil.4:14-15 We should teach and be 
teachable: And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people who 
will also be qualified to teach others.2Tim.2:2 

9. Grow in wisdom—like Jesus did: Jesus became wiser and stronger. He also became more and more pleasing 
to God and to people.Lk.2:5NIrV Wisdom is applied knowledge—putting God’s word into practice:  
Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man.Matt.7:24  

Don't just listen to the word. You fool yourselves if you do that. You must do what it says. Suppose you listen to the 
word but don't do what it says. Then you are like a man who looks at his face in a mirror. After looking at himself, 
he leaves. Right away he forgets what he looks like. But suppose you take a good look at the perfect law that gives 
freedom. You keep looking at it. You don't forget what you've heard, but you do what the law says. Then you will be 
blessed in what you do. Suppose you think your beliefs are right because of how you live. But you don't control what 
you say. Then you are fooling yourselves. Your beliefs are not worth anything at all. Here are the kinds of beliefs that 
God our Father accepts as pure and without fault. When widows and children who have no parents are in trouble, 
take care of them. And keep yourselves from being polluted by the world.Jas.1:22-27NIrV 

 
You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had… Work hard to show the results of  your salvation, obeying 
God with deep reverence and fear. For God is working in you, giving you the desire and the power to do what pleases 
him… And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final thing. Fix your thoughts on what is true, and honourable, 
and right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about things that are excellent and worthy of  praise. Keep 
putting into practice all you learned and received from me—everything you heard from me and saw me doing. Then 
the God of  peace will be with you Phil.2:5;12-13; 4:8-9 NLT 
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25/01/2023 
Psalm 52 
Video Wind of  the Spirit by David Green of   British Christian TV 
 
Questions 
How do we please God? (1Thess.2:3-6) 
What praise can we expect from God? 
What did Mary choose that was better? (Lk.10:39-42) 
How is God our refuge? (Ps.46:1) 
How can we obtain the praise that comes from the only God? (Jn.5:41-44) 
In what way does God give us the ability to produce wealth? (Deut.8:17-19) 
What reward does God give us? (Heb.11:6) 
What distinction can we expect between us and the world? (Mal.3:17-18) 
 
Comments 
How do we please God? (1Thess.2:3-6) 
Faith—trusting and believing God and Jesus Christ 
Heb.11:6 
Then they asked him, “What must we do to do the works God requires?” Jesus answered, “The work of  God is this: 
to believe in the one he has sent.”Jn.6:28-29 
Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.Jn.17:3 
Witness (preach) without hypocrisy, trickery or flattery;  
You yourselves know, dear brothers and sisters, that our visit to you was not a failure. You know how badly we had 
been treated at Philippi just before we came to you and how much we suffered there. Yet our God gave us the courage 
to declare his Good News to you boldly, in spite of  great opposition. So you can see we were not preaching with any 
deceit or impure motives or trickery. For we speak as messengers approved by God to be entrusted with the Good News. 
Our purpose is to please God, not people. He alone examines the motives of  our hearts. Never once did we try to win 
you with flattery, as you well know. And God is our witness that we were not pretending to be your friends just to get 
your money! As for human praise, we have never sought it from you or anyone else.1Thess.2:1-6 
What praise can we expect from God? 
Commendation at the Resurrection 
“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in 
charge of  many things. Come and share your master's happiness!'Matt.25:21 
What did Mary choose that was better? (Lk.10:39-42) 
Listen and learn from Jesus and enjoy His presence 
Mary sat at the Lord's feet listening to what he said. But Martha was busy with all the things that had to be done. 
She came to Jesus and said, “Lord, my sister has left me to do the work by myself. Don't you care? Tell her to help 
me!” “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered. “You are worried and upset about many things. But only one thing is 
needed. Mary has chosen what is better. And it will not be taken away from her.”Lk.10:39-42 
How is God our refuge? (Ps.46:1) 
God is a tower of  strength (He gives us His strength and we can draw from His strength too) 
God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way 
and the mountains fall into the heart of  the sea, though its waters roar and foam and the mountains quake with their 
surging.Ps.46:1 
God protects us from harm (always spiritual harm and we can rely on Him to guide us through the 
storms of  life too) 
The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing. He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, 
he refreshes my soul. He guides me along the right paths for his name's sake. Even though I walk through the darkest 
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valley,*I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.Ps.23 
But now, this is what the LORD says—he who created you, Jacob, he who formed you, Israel: “Do not fear, for I have 
redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be 
burned; the flames will not set you ablaze. For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of  Israel, your Saviour. 
Is.43:1-3 
I will praise the LORD, who counsels me; even at night my heart instructs me. I keep my eyes always on the LORD. 
With him at my right hand, I will not be shaken. Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also 
will rest secure,Ps.16:7-9 
How can we obtain the praise that comes from the only God? (Jn.5:41-44) 
Believe in Jesus 
And the Father who sent me has himself  testified concerning me. You have never heard his voice nor seen his form, nor 
does his word dwell in you, for you do not believe the one he sent. You diligently study the Scriptures because you think 
that by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have 
life. “I do not accept praise from men, but I know you. I know that you do not have the love of  God in your hearts. I 
have come in my Father's name, and you do not accept me; but if  someone else comes in his own name, you will accept 
him. How can you believe if  you accept praise from one another, yet make no effort to obtain the praise that comes 
from the only God? But do not think I will accuse you before the Father. Your accuser is Moses, on whom your hopes 
are set. If  you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me. But since you do not believe what he wrote, 
how are you going to believe what I say?”Jn.5:37-47 
The effort to obtain praise from God is spiritual warfare—which is our daily fight to 
believe/trust/have confidence and contentment, in God  
In what way does God give us the ability to produce wealth? (Deut.8:17-19) 
‘For in him we live and move and have our being.'Acts.17:28 
God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from any 
one of  us. ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.' [From the Cretan philosopher Epimenides As some of  
your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.' [From the Cilician Stoic philosopher Aratus] 'Acts.17:27-28 
curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live and that you may love the LORD your God, listen to 
his voice, and hold fast to him. For the LORD is your life, and he will give you many years in the land he swore to 
give to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.Deut.30:19-20 
“But ask the animals, and they will teach you, or the birds in the sky, and they will tell you; or speak to the earth, 
and it will teach you, or let the fish in the sea inform you. Which of  all these does not know that the hand of  the 
LORD has done this? In his hand is the life of  every creature and the breath of  all mankind.Job.12:9-10 
You praised the gods of  silver and gold, of  bronze, iron, wood and stone, which cannot see or hear or understand. But 
you did not honour the God who holds in his hand your life and all your ways. Dan.5:23 
You may say to yourself, “My power and the strength of  my hands have produced this wealth for me.” But remember 
the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he 
swore to your forefathers, as it is today. If  you ever forget the LORD your God and follow other gods and worship 
and bow down to them, I testify against you today that you will surely be destroyed. Deut.8:17-19 
Our God, we thank you and praise your wonderful name. But who am I and who are my people that you enable us to 
give so generously? Everything comes from you. We give you only what has come from your hands.1Chron.29:13-14 
“The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of  heaven and earth and does not live in temples built 
by human hands. And he is not served by human hands, as if  he needed anything. Rather, he himself  gives everyone 
life and breath and everything else. From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; 
and he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of  their lands. God did this so that they would 
seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from any one of  us. ‘For in him we live 
and move and have our being.' As some of  your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.'Acts.17:24-28 
What reward does God give us? (Heb.11:6) 
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Himself 
After this, the word of  the LORD came to Abram in a vision:“Do not be afraid, Abram.I am your shield your very 
great reward.Gen.15:1 
There are natural blessings from obeying God 
enduring forever. The decrees of  the LORD are firm, and all of  them are righteous. They are more precious than 
gold, than much pure gold; they are sweeter than honey, than honey from the honeycomb. By them your servant is 
warned; in keeping them there is great reward.Ps.19:9-11 
See, the Sovereign LORD comes with power, and he rules with a mighty arm. See, his reward is with him and his 
recompense accompanies him. He tends his flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them 
close to his heart; he gently leads those that have young.Is.40:10-11 
The LORD has made proclamation to the ends of  the earth: “Say to Daughter Zion, ‘See, your Saviour comes! See, 
his reward is with him, and his recompense accompanies him.' ” They will be called the Holy People, the Redeemed of  
the LORD;Is.62:11-12 
“And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street 
corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. But when you pray, go into your 
room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will 
reward you. And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of  
their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.Matt.6: 5-8 
“When you fast, do not look sombre as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show others they are fasting. 
Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so 
that it will not be obvious to others that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your Father, who 
sees what is done in secret, will reward you.Matt.6:16-18 
“Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. Whoever 
welcomes a prophet as a prophet will receive a prophet's reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous person as a righteous 
person will receive a righteous person's reward. And if  anyone gives even a cup of  cold water to one of  these little ones 
who is my disciple, truly I tell you, that person will certainly not lose their reward.”Matt.10:40-42 
Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me. For whoever wants to save their life* will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will find it. What good 
will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? 
For the Son of  Man is going to come in his Father's glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according 
to what they have done.Matt.16:24-27 
Blessed are you when people hate you, when they exclude you and insult you and reject your name as evil, because of  
the Son of  Man. “Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For that is how their 
ancestors treated the prophets.Lk.6:22-23 
I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been making it grow. So neither the one who plants nor the one 
who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. The one who plants and the one who waters have one 
purpose, and they will each be rewarded according to their own labour. For we are co-workers in God's service; you are 
God's field, God's building.  By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as a wise builder, and someone else 
is building on it. But each one should build with care. For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already 
laid, which is Jesus Christ. If  anyone builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, 
their work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire 
will test the quality of  each person's work. If  what has been built survives, the builder will receive a reward. If  it is 
burned up, the builder will suffer loss but yet will be saved—even though only as one escaping through the 
flames.1Cor.3:6-15 
For when I preach the gospel, I cannot boast, since I am compelled to preach. Woe to me if  I do not preach the gospel! 
If  I preach voluntarily, I have a reward; if  not voluntarily, I am simply discharging the trust committed to me. What 
then is my reward? Just this: that in preaching the gospel I may offer it free of  charge, and so not make full use of  my 
rights as a preacher of  the gospel.1Cor.9:16-18 
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“Suppose one of  you had a servant ploughing or looking after the sheep. Would he say to the servant when he comes in 
from the field, ‘Come along now and sit down to eat'? Would he not rather say, ‘Prepare my supper, get yourself  ready 
and wait on me while I eat and drink; after that you may eat and drink'? Would he thank the servant because he did 
what he was told to do? So you also, when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We are unworthy 
servants; we have only done our duty.'” [‘We are slaves undeserving of  special praise; we have only done what was our 
duty.'] Lk.17:7-10 
Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, and with sincerity of  heart, just as you would obey Christ. 
Obey them not only to win their favour when their eye is on you, but as slaves of  Christ, doing the will of  God from 
your heart. Serve wholeheartedly, as if  you were serving the Lord, not people, because you know that the Lord will 
reward each one for whatever good they do, whether they are slave or free.Eph.6:5-8 
Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, [since you know 
that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. Anyone who does 
wrong will be repaid for their wrongs, and there is no favoritism.Col.3:23-25 
I say this because many deceivers, who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh, have gone out into the 
world. Any such person is the deceiver and the antichrist. Watch out that you do not lose what we have worked for, 
but that you may be rewarded fully. Anyone who runs ahead and does not continue in the teaching of  Christ does not 
have God; whoever continues in the teaching has both the Father and the Son. If  anyone comes to you and does not 
bring this teaching, do not take them into your house or welcome them. Anyone who welcomes them shares in their 
wicked work.2Jn.1:7-11 
Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to each person according to what they have done. I am 
the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.Rev.22:12-13 
What distinction can we expect between us and the world? (Mal.3:17-18) 
Spiritual maturity (Fruit of  the Spirit) 
But the fruit of  the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 
Against such things there is no law.Gal.5:22-23 
Grace and peace (in abundance) 
Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of  God and of  Jesus our Lord.2Pet.1:2 
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled 
and do not be afraid.Jn.14:27 
Joy  
You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions by 
anointing you with the oil of  joy.”Heb.1:9 
Generosity 
He and all his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave generously to those in need and prayed to God regularly. 
Acts.10:2 
Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of  seed and will 
enlarge the harvest of  your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every 
occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. This service that you perform is not only 
supplying the needs of  God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of  thanks to God. Because of  the 
service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of  
the gospel of  Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. And in their prayers for you 
their hearts will go out to you, because of  the surpassing grace God has given you. Thanks be to God for his 
indescribable gift!2Cor.9:10-15 
Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so 
uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. Command them to 
do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. In this way they will lay up treasure for 
themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of  the life that is truly life.1Cor.6:17-
19 
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A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others will himself  be refreshed.Prob.11:25 
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18/01/2023 
Psalm 91 
Video Speaking  Psalm 91- God's protection_ David and Jan Green 
 
Although a wicked person who commits a hundred crimes may live a long time, I know that it will go better with those 
who fear God, who are reverent before him. Yet because the wicked do not fear God, it will not go well with them, and 
their days will not lengthen like a shadow.Eccl.8:12-13 
“On the day when I act,” says the LORD Almighty, “they will be my treasured possession. I will spare them, just as 
a father has compassion and spares his son who serves him. And you will again see the distinction between the righteous 
and the wicked, between those who serve God and those who do not.Mal.3:17-18 
Far be it from you to do such a thing—to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked 
alike. Far be it from you! Will not the Judge of  all the earth do right?”Gen.18:25 
But on that day I will deal differently with the land of  Goshen, where my people live; no swarms of  flies will be there, 
so that you will know that I, the LORD, am in this land. I will make a distinction* between my people and your 
people. This sign will occur tomorrow.Ex.8:22-23 
But among the Israelites not a dog will bark at any person or animal.' Then you will know that the LORD makes a 
distinction between Egypt and Israel.Ex.11:7 
Affirmations are not a technique to get what you want in life but rather a means of  building the truths of  God’s Word 
into the life and consciousness of  the believer in dependence on the Holy Spirit.E.W.K 
Questions 
How does God talk to us? 
How does God walk with us? 
How do we walk with God? 
How do we talk to God? 
In what way does God shine His face on us? 
Can we see God’s face? 
 
Comments 
How does God talk to us? 
God talks to us in many ways but He always speaks in harmony with His Word—the living Word 
Jesus Christ, and the Written Word the Scriptures 
For God does speak—now one way, now another—though no one perceives it. In a dream, in a vision of  the night, 
when deep sleep falls on people as they slumber in their beds, he may speak in their ears and terrify them with warnings, 
to turn them from wrongdoing and keep them from pride, to preserve them from the pit, their lives from perishing by 
the sword. Or someone may be chastened on a bed of  pain with constant distress in their bones, so that their body finds 
food repulsive and their soul loathes the choicest meal. Their flesh wastes away to nothing, and their bones, once hidden, 
now stick out. They draw near to the pit, and their life to the messengers of  death. Yet if  there is an angel at their 
side, a messenger, one out of  a thousand, sent to tell them how to be upright, and he is gracious to that person and says 
to God,’ Spare them from going down to the pit; I have found a ransom for them—let their flesh be renewed like a 
child’s; let them be restored as in the days of  their youth'—then that person can pray to God and find favour with 
him, they will see God's face and shout for joy; he will restore them to full well-being.Job.33:14-26 
 
One thing God has spoken, two things have I heard: that you, O God, are strong, and that you, O Lord, are loving. 
Surely you will reward each person according to what he has done. [God said this once and for all; how many times 
have I heard it repeated? “Strength comes straight from God.”] Ps.62:11-12 
In the past, God spoke to our people through the prophets. He spoke at many times. He spoke in different ways. But 
in these last days, he has spoken to us through his Son. He is the one whom God appointed to receive all things. God 
made everything through him. The Son is the gleaming brightness of  God's glory. He is the exact likeness of  God's 
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being. He uses his powerful word to hold all things together. He provided the way for people to be made pure from sin. 
Then he sat down at the right hand of  the King, the Majesty in heaven.Heb.1:1-3 
 
How does God walk with us? 
God walked with Adam before the Fall 
Then the man and his wife heard the sound of  the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of  the 
day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of  the garden. But the LORD God called to the man, 
“Where are you?” He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” And 
he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat 
from?”Gen.3:8-11 
God walks/fellowships with us by the Holy Spirit 
Before Jesus came, the Holy Spirit visited people 
Then the Spirit of  the LORD came on Gideon,Jdg.6:24 
Then the Spirit of  the LORD came on me, and he told me to say: “This is what the LORD says:Ezek.11:5 
When Jesus was baptised the Holy Spirit came from heaven  
When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, heaven was opened and the 
Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I 
love; with you I am well pleased.”Lk.3:21-22 
At Pentecost the Holy Spirit came down from heaven again and stayed 
When the day of  Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of  a violent 
wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of  fire 
that separated and came to rest on each of  them. All of  them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 
other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.Acts.2:1-4 
“If  you love me, keep my commands. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you 
and be with you forever— the Spirit of  truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows 
him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to 
you.Jn.14:15-18 
Now the God is walking and talking with us each day, every day 
For we are the temple of  the living God. As God has said: “I will live with them and walk among them, and I will 
be their God, and they will be my people.”2Cor.6:16 
So we must keep in step with the Holy Spirit  
But the fruit of  the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 
Against such things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and 
desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking and 
envying each other.Gal.5:22-26 
 
How do we walk with God? 
By living in harmony with God and His values 
Do not be joined to unbelievers. What do right and wrong have in common? Can light and darkness be friends? How 
can Christ and Satan agree? What does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? How can the temple of  the 
true God and the statues of  other gods agree? We are the temple of  the living God. God has said, “I will live with 
them. I will walk among them. I will be their God. And they will be my people.” “So come out from among them and 
be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch anything that is not pure and clean. Then I will receive you.” “I will be your 
Father. You will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord who rules over all.” Dear friends, we have these promises 
from God. So let us make ourselves pure from everything that pollutes our bodies and spirits. Let us be completely holy. 
We want to honour God.2Cor.614-7:1 
By agreeing with God and His people 
I plead with Euodia and I plead with Syntyche to agree with each other in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you, loyal 
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yokefellow, help these women who have contended at my side in the cause of  the gospel, along with Clement and the 
rest of  my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of  life.Phil.4:2-3 
If  anyone teaches false doctrines and does not agree to the sound instruction of  our Lord Jesus Christ and to godly 
teaching, he is conceited and understands nothing. He has an unhealthy interest in controversies and quarrels about 
words that result in envy, strife, malicious talk, evil suspicions and constant friction between men of  corrupt mind, who 
have been robbed of  the truth and who think that godliness is a means to financial gain.1Tim.6:3-5 
By fellowship—which is a partnership or participation, which is a sharing 
I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of  you, I always pray with joy because of  your 
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of  this, that he who began a good work in you 
will carry it on to completion until the day of  Christ Jesus.Phil.1:3-6 
 
How do we talk to God? 
Through prayer which is harmonious communication with God, i.e. agreeing with God 
On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that the chief  priests and elders had 
said to them. When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, 
“you made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and everything in them. You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the 
mouth of  your servant, our father David:Acts.4:23-25 
There are some “prayers” that are a waste of  breath and are actually detrimental to our faith (trust 
in God). There is no point asking God to do something that He has said He can’t do, or will not do, 
or that He has already done. Many people fail to receive what they pray for because of  the lack of  
understanding about confession—about agreeing with God. Confessing scripture will not make God 
do something—even if  the Scripture is about the subject we want God to do. We must find out 
God’s will and then do it—obedience 
Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, if  you have faith and do not doubt, not only can you do what was done to the fig 
tree, but also you can say to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself  into the sea,' and it will be done. If  you believe, you 
will receive whatever you ask for in prayer.”Matt.212:21-22 
“Have faith in God,” Jesus answered. “I tell you the truth, if  anyone says to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself  into 
the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart but believes that what he says will happen, it will be done for him. Therefore 
I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours. And when you stand 
praying, if  you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your 
sins.*'”Mk.11:22-25 
This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if  we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. And if  
we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of  him.1Jn.5:14-15 
 
Make your lips do their duty; fill them with the Word. Make them say what God says about your 
situation. Don’t allow them to say anything to the contrary. 
“Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a tree bad and its fruit will be bad, for a tree is recognized by 
its fruit. You brood of  vipers, how can you who are evil say anything good? For out of  the overflow of  the heart the 
mouth speaks. The good man brings good things out of  the good stored up in him, and the evil man brings evil things 
out of  the evil stored up in him. But I tell you that men will have to give account on the day of  judgment for every 
careless word they have spoken. For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be 
condemned.”Matt.12:33-37 
 
In what way does God shine His face on us? 
God shines His face on us by displaying His pleasure, enjoyment and appreciation but this only 
happens through Jesus Christ 
For God, who said, “Let light shine out of  darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of  the 
knowledge of  God's glory displayed in the face of  Christ.2Cor.4:6 
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Can we see God’s face? 
No one can see God the Father—His attributes are holy, invisible  
For since the creation of  the world God's invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly 
seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse.Rom.1:20 
Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.1Tim.1:17 
But Jesus is visible 
The Son is the image of  the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.Col.1:15 
Jesus answered: “Don't you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has 
seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father'? Don't you believe that I am in the Father, and 
that the Father is in me?Jn.14:9-10 
He regarded disgrace for the sake of  Christ as of  greater value than the treasures of  Egypt, because he was looking 
ahead to his reward. By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king's anger; he persevered because he saw him who is 
invisible.Heb.11:26-27 
And we can see God’s face in Jesus Christ 
Then the angel showed me the river of  the water of  life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of  God and of  the 
Lamb down the middle of  the great street of  the city. On each side of  the river stood the tree of  life, bearing twelve 
crops of  fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of  the tree are for the healing of  the nations. No longer 
will there be any curse. The throne of  God and of  the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. They 
will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. There will be no more night. They will not need the light of  
a lamp or the light of  the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever.Rev.22:1-
5 
But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. All who have this hope in 
him purify themselves, just as he is pure.1Jn.3:2-3 
Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled 
with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the end result of  your faith, the salvation of  your 
souls.1Pet.1:8-9 
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11/01/2023 
Video Ipswich Crown Court Judge disciplines David Green 
Psalm 51 
Questions: 
What must we do to get eternal life? 
What work is involved in the Christian faith? 
Why do people get spiritually tired? 
What makes our faith interesting and inspiring? 
How can we keep spiritually refreshed? 
Do our emotions affect our spiritual life?  
If  we are made up of  spirit, soul and body, does it matter what we feel about our faith? 
What advice does Jesus give to those who are spiritually tired? 
 
Comments: 
What must we do to get eternal life? 
Trust in God and in His Son Jesus Christ (Trust means Believe, which is another word for Faith) 
“Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone. You know the commandments: 
‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, you shall 
not defraud, honour your father and mother.'” “Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since I was a boy.” Jesus 
looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 
Then Peter spoke up, “We have left everything to follow you!” “Truly I tell you,” Jesus replied, “no one who has left 
home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me and the gospel will fail to receive a hundred 
times as much in this present age: homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields—along with persecutions—and 
in the age to come eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last first.”Mk.10:18-31 
“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil 
and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I 
was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and 
you did not look after me.' “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 
needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?' “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do 
for one of  the least of  these, you did not do for me.' “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous 
to eternal life.”Matt.25:41-46 
“Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do 
you read it?” He answered, “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
strength and with all your mind'; and, ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.'” “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. 
“Do this and you will live.” But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbour?” 
“Which of  these three do you think was a neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of  robbers?” The expert in 
the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”Lk.10:25-37 
Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of  Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes 
may have eternal life in him.” For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to 
save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned 
already because they have not believed in the name of  God's one and only Son.Jn.3:14-18 
Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water I give them will 
never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of  water welling up to eternal life.”Jn.4:13-14 
“Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be judged but 
has crossed over from death to life.Jn.5:24 
For my Father's will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise 
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them up at the last day.Jn.6:40 
After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: “Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your 
Son may glorify you. For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have 
given him.  Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have 
sent.Jn.17:1-3 
Who is the liar? It is whoever denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a person is the antichrist—denying the Father and 
the Son. No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father also. As for you, 
see that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If  it does, you also will remain in the Son and in the 
Father. And this is what he promised us—eternal life.1Jn.2:22-25 
 
 
What work does the Christian faith involve? 
Adding to our fruit 
For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, 
self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, mutual affection; and to 
mutual affection, love. For if  you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective 
and unproductive in your knowledge of  our Lord Jesus Christ. But whoever does not have them is near-sighted and 
blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed from their past sins.2Pet.1:5-9 
Build ourselves up in the faith 
But you, dear friends, by building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves 
in God's love as you wait for the mercy of  our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life.Jd.1:20-21 
So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in him, 
strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.Col.2:6-7 
Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.1Thess.5:11 
Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of  your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according 
to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of  God, with whom you were 
sealed for the day of  redemption.Eph.4:29-30 
Waiting—not with boredom and uncertainty but with expectation and eagerness. 
Great peace have those who love your law, and nothing can make them stumble. I wait for your salvation, LORD, and 
I follow your commands. I obey your statutes, for I love them greatly.Ps.119:165-167  
The LORD is good to those whose hope is in him, to the one who seeks him; it is good to wait quietly for the salvation 
of  the LORD.Lam.3:25-26 

 But as for me, I watch in hope for the LORD, I wait for God my Saviour; my God will hear me.Mic.7:7 

For in him you have been enriched in every way—with all kinds of  speech and with all knowledge—God thus 
confirming our testimony about Christ among you. Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for 
our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. He will also keep you firm to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day 
of  our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, who has called you into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.1Cor.1:5-

9 
 
Why do people get spiritually tired? 
You think like a man instead of  thinking like God. Your thoughts concerning God are too human! 
Martin Luther 
They take their eyes off  Jesus 
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of  witnesses, let us throw off  everything that hinders and the 
sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the 
pioneer and perfecter of  faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the 
right hand of  the throne of  God. Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow 
weary and lose heart.Heb.12:1-3 
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Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. Whoever sows to please their flesh, from the 
flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. Let us not become 
weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if  we do not give up. Therefore, as we have 
opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of  believers.Gal.6:7-10 
Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of  
the Lord, because you know that your labour in the Lord is not in vain.1Cor.15:58 
Therefore, since through God's mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose heart. Rather, we have renounced secret 
and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of  God. On the contrary, by setting forth the 
truth plainly we commend ourselves to everyone's conscience in the sight of  God.2Cor.4:1-2 
Learning without the Holy Spirit  
I said to myself, “Look, I have increased in wisdom more than anyone who has ruled over Jerusalem before me; I have 
experienced much of  wisdom and knowledge.” Then I applied myself  to the understanding of  wisdom, and also of  
madness and folly, but I learned that this, too, is a chasing after the wind. For with much wisdom comes much sorrow;the 
more knowledge, the more grief.Eccl.1:16-18 
 
What makes our faith interesting and inspiring? 
“Therefore every teacher of  the law who has been instructed about the kingdom of  heaven is like the owner of  a house 
who brings out of  his storeroom new treasures as well as old.”Matt.13;52 
 
How can we keep spiritually refreshed? 
We cannot please God without faithHeb.11:6  
and so everything we do must be done in faith and by faith—that is, with an awareness of  God and 
determination to honour Him. Jesus said that the work God wants us to do is faith—to believe in 
Jesus Christ.  
Do not work for food that spoils. Work for food that lasts forever. That is the food the Son of  Man will give you. God 
the Father has put his seal of  approval on him.” Then they asked him, “What does God want from us? What works 
does he want us to do?” Jesus answered, “God's work is to believe in the One he has sent.”Jn.6:27-29 
Do what God told us to do 
Meanwhile his disciples urged him, “Rabbi, eat something.” But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you know 
nothing about.” Then his disciples said to each other, “Could someone have brought him food?” “My food,” said Jesus, 
“is to do the will of  him who sent me and to finish his work.Jn.4:31-34  

 
Do our emotions affect our spiritual life?  
Yes 
Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. In the course of  time Cain brought some of  the fruits of  the soil 
as an offering to the LORD. And Abel also brought an offering—fat portions from some of  the firstborn of  his 
flock. The LORD looked with favour on Abel and his offering, but on Cain and his offering he did not look with 
favour. So Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast. Then the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry? 
Why is your face downcast? If  you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if  you do not do what is right, sin 
is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must rule over it.”Gen.4:2-7 
Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why so disturbed within me? Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him, my 
Saviour and my God. My soul is downcast within me; therefore I will remember youPs.42:5-6 
I have been deprived of  peace; I have forgotten what prosperity is. So I say, “My splendour is gone and all that I had 
hoped from the LORD.” I remember my affliction and my wandering, the bitterness and the gall. I well remember 
them, and my soul is downcast within me. Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope: for his compassions never 
fail. They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. I say to myself, “The LORD is my portion; therefore I 
will wait for him.” The LORD is good to those whose hope is in him, to the one who seeks him; it is good to wait 
quietly for the salvation of  the LORD.Lam.3:17-26 
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If  we are made up of  spirit, soul and body, does it matter what we feel about our faith? 
Yes and no 
Faith is a spiritual activity and so it is not dependant on our emotions or our physical health or even 
our mental health. But if  our spirit does not dominate our soul, we are living a topsy-turvy life and 
will always be living “under the circumstances” instead of  a victorious life. Jesus’ promises to the 
Churches was for those who “overcomes” 
He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will give the right to 
eat from the tree of  life, which is in the paradise of  God.Rev.2:7 etc 
The Spirit of  the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the 
prisoners, to proclaim the year of  the LORD's favour and the day of  vengeance of  our God, to comfort all who 
mourn, and provide for those who grieve in Zion—to bestow on them a crown of  beauty instead of  ashes, the oil of  
gladness instead of  mourning, and a garment of  praise instead of  a spirit of  despair. They will be called oaks of  
righteousness, a planting of  the LORD for the display of  his splendor.Is.61:1-3 
 
What advice does Jesus give to those who are spiritually tired? 
Jesus has the answers to spiritual tiredness: 
Come to me, all of  you who are tired and are carrying heavy loads. I will give you rest. Become my servants and learn 
from me. I am gentle and free of  pride. You will find rest for your souls. Serving me is easy, and my load is light.Matt.11:28-

30 

This is what the LORD says: “Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way 
is, and walk in it, and you will find rest for your souls.Jer.6:16 

Truly my soul finds rest in God; my salvation comes from him. Truly he is my rock and my salvation; he is my fortress, 
I will never be shaken.Ps.62:1-2 
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04/01/2023 
Video Hearing God for ourselves by David & Jan Green 
Psalm 50:1-6 
Questions: 
Why don’t Christians keep the 7th day of  the week as a Sabbath? 
What is the importance of  the 1st day of  the week for Christians? 
What is the ministry of  the Holy Spirit? 
In what way is the ministry of  the Holy Spirit different today from under the Old Covenant? 
How does the Holy Spirit speak to us? 
What should we do if  we haven’t heard God directly speak to us? 
Comments 
Why don’t Christians keep the 7th day of  the week as a Sabbath? 
The Sabbaths (weekly and other Sabbaths) were given to the Jews as part of  the Old Covenant which 
is now obsolete because Jesus introduced the New Covenant.  
“The days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the people of  Israel and with the 
people of  Judah. It will not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to lead 
them out of  Egypt, because they did not remain faithful to my covenant, and I turned away from them, declares the 
Lord. This is the covenant I will establish with the people of  Israel after that time, declares the Lord. I will put my 
laws in their minds and write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. No longer will they 
teach their neighbour, or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,' because they will all know me, from the least of  them 
to the greatest. For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.” By calling this covenant 
“new,” he has made the first one obsolete; and what is obsolete and outdated will soon disappear.Heb.8:8-13 
The 7th day of  the week has not become the 1st day of  the week! Under the New Covenant we are 
required to keep every day holy instead of  keeping only the 7th day holy! The Jewish Sabbath was a 
type of  Christ—He is our rest, rather than the day and the basis of  the New Covenant is that we 
must not do any work to attain our salvation:  
Suppose Joshua had given them rest. If  he had, God would not have spoken later about another day. So there is still 
a Sabbath rest for God's people. God rested from his work. Those who enjoy God's rest also rest from their work. So 
let us make every effort to enjoy that rest. Then no one will fall into sin by following the example of  those who didn't 
obey God.Heb.4:8-11   
What is the importance of  the 1st day of  the week for Christians? 
For us today, the most important day of  the week is not the last day of  the week (which was a “rest 
day”) but the 1st day of  the week—which is the “resurrection day” and a “rejoicing day”. This is the day 
that Jesus rose from the dead and the day that the Holy Spirit was given and the day that the early 
Church met together to worship God—they called it “the Lord’s day”.  
It was very early in the morning on the first day of  the week. The women took the spices they had prepared. Then they 
went to the tomb. They found the stone rolled away from it. When they entered the tomb, they did not find the body of  
the Lord Jesus.Lk.24:1-3  
The day of  Pentecost came. The believers all gathered in one place. Suddenly a sound came from heaven. It was like a 
strong wind blowing. It filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw something that looked like tongues of  
fire. The flames separated and settled on each of  them. All of  them were filled with the Holy Spirit. They began to 
speak in languages they had not known before. The Spirit gave them the ability to do this.Acts.2:1-4 
On the first day of  the week we came together to break bread. Paul spoke to the people and, because he intended to 
leave the next day, kept on talking until midnight. Acts.20:7 
Now about the collection for the Lord's people: Do what I told the Galatian churches to do. On the first day of  every 
week, each one of  you should set aside a sum of  money in keeping with your income, saving it up, so that when I come 
no collections will have to be made.1Cor.16:1-2 
I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was 
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on the island of  Patmos because of  the word of  God and the testimony of  Jesus. On the Lord's Day I was in the 
Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, which said: “Write on a scroll what you see and send it to 
the seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.”Rev.1:9-11 
What is the ministry of  the Holy Spirit? 
The Holy Spirit lives within us and He is called our 
Friend/Counsellor/Helper/Advocate/Comforter:  
If  you love me, you will obey what I command. I will ask the Father. And he will give you another Friend to help you 
and to be with you forever. The Friend is the Spirit of  truth. The world can't accept him. That is because the world 
does not see him or know him. But you know him. He lives with you, and he will be in you. I will not leave you like 
children who don't have parents. I will come to you.Jn14:15-18  
The Holy Spirit’s work is convict, convert and to change people so they can become God’s emissaries.  
But what I'm about to tell you is true. It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Friend will not 
come to help you. But if  I go, I will send him to you. When he comes, he will prove that the world's people are guilty. 
He will prove their guilt concerning sin and godliness and judgment. The world is guilty as far as sin is concerned. 
That is because people do not believe in me. The world is guilty as far as godliness is concerned. That is because I am 
going to the Father, where you can't see me anymore. The world is guilty as far as judgment is concerned. That is 
because the devil, the prince of  this world, has already been judged. I have much more to say to you. It is more than 
you can handle right now. But when the Spirit of  truth comes, he will guide you into all truth.Jn.16:7-13 

 Once we are challenged, convicted, converted and changed, the Holy Spirit empowers us to be Jesus’ 
witnesses: But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you. Then you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem. 
You will be my witnesses in all Judea and Samaria. And you will be my witnesses from one end of  the earth to the 
other.Acts.1:8 All of  them were filled with the Holy Spirit. They began to speak in languages they had not known before. 
The Spirit gave them the ability to do this.Acts.2:4  

Converted people are new creations—Believers are brand-new people: Anyone who believes in Christ is 
a new creation. The old is gone! The new has come! It is all from God. He brought us back to himself  through Christ's 
death on the cross. And he has given us the task of  bringing others back to him through Christ. God was bringing 
the world back to himself  through Christ. He did not hold people's sins against them. God has trusted us with the 
message that people may be brought back to him. So we are Christ's official messengers. It is as if  God were making 
his appeal through us. Here is what Christ wants us to beg you to do. Come back to God! Christ didn't have any sin. 
But God made him become sin for us. So we can be made right with God because of  what Christ has done for 
us.2Cor.5:17-21 
In what way is the ministry of  the Holy Spirit different today from under the Old 
Covenant? 
The Holy Spirit was part of  the Creation process: 
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth didn't have any shape. And it was empty. Darkness 
was over the surface of  the ocean. At that time, the ocean covered the earth. The Spirit of  God was hovering over the 
waters.Gen.1:1-2 

And the Holy Spirit has always been striving, inspiring, encouraging, challenging, convicting people 
and speaking tto them and through them. 
Then the LORD said, “My Spirit will not contend with humans forever, for they are mortal; their days will be a 
hundred and twenty years.”Gen.6:3 
  I have filled him with the Spirit of  God. I have filled him with skill, ability and knowledge in all kinds of  crafts. He 
can make beautiful patterns in gold, silver and bronze. He can cut and set stones. He can work with wood. In fact, he 
can work in all kinds of  crafts.Ex.31:3-5  

Then the LORD came down in the cloud. He spoke with Moses. He took some of  his Spirit that was on Moses. 
And he put the Spirit on the 70 elders. When the Spirit came on them, they prophesied. But they didn't do it 
again.Nu.11:25  

God, create a pure heart in me. Give me a new spirit that is faithful to you. Don't send me away from you. Don't take 
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your Holy Spirit away from me. Give me back the joy that comes from being saved by you. Give me a spirit that obeys 
you. That will keep me going.Ps.51:10-12  

The Spirit of  the LORD has filled me with power. He helps me do what is fair. He makes me brave. Now I'm 
prepared to tell Jacob's people what they've done wrong. I’m ready to tell Israel they've sinned.Mic.3:8 
Now the Spirit of  the LORD had departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the LORD tormented 
him.1Sam.16:14 
Then she called, “Samson, the Philistines are upon you!” He awoke from his sleep and thought, “I'll go out as before 
and shake myself  free.” But he did not know that the LORD had left him.Jdge.16:20 
How does the Holy Spirit speak to us? 
In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days he 
has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of  all things, and through whom also he made the universe. Heb.1:1-
2 
For God does speak—now one way, now another—though no one perceives it. In a dream, in a vision of  the night, when 
deep sleep falls on people as they slumber in their beds, he may speak in their ears and terrify them with warnings, to turn 
them from wrong doing and keep them from pride, to preserve them from the pit, their lives from perishing by the sword. 
Or someone may be chastened on a bed of  pain with constant distress in their bones, so that their body finds food repulsive 
and their soul loathes the choicest meal. Their flesh wastes away to nothing, and their bones, once hidden, now stick 
out.They draw near to the pit, and their life to the messengers of  death.Job.33:14-22 
What should we do if  we haven’t heard God directly speak to us? 
God has spoken directly to us and deposited His Holy Spirit within us,  
The Sovereign LORD has given me an instructed tongue, to know the word that sustains the weary. He wakens me morning 
by morning, wakens my ear to listen like one being taught.Is.50:4 
Therefore we don’t need to “hear from God” for every situation. We need to apply the principles of  
God’s Kingdom that are in the Scriptures—which means we need to be Bible literate. 
God’s Word is seed that has intrinsic life and so when we sow it in our hearts, it will germinate and 
grow—we need to water it with the Word by continuing to read and prayerfully consider the Word—
it is called meditation 
“Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the 
right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. Keep this Book of  the Law always on your lips; meditate 
on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. 
Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your 
God will be with you wherever you go.” Josh.1:7-9 
 
 


